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SPACE WARS 
“Tt MUCH FOR 


STORY 


One day, the Federation of Planets communicaatyy 
networks catched the transmission from ousg@g0 ai 
the galactic system saying “Warning gomutmg-uCle 
ation of Planets System ! Surrendes@iiuliiencigaelt 
MMAR Mm elitsevise your system will 
surely be destroyed !!". 

iM Nmes aise mechanized planet “RED EYE” : | 
WESMeI)yatrelaiid our mother planet and just about a £m — 
mtciatspiithin the range of “WAVE CANNON”, an | 7\ “ag 
Elica? Weapon of RED EYE’. 

e Federal Government asked the UGSF their help 
to neutralize “RED EYE’. 

In order to attain the purpose, UGSF plans the y° eee oe 
strategy called “STARBLADE”. ) ae ee 
Good Luck !! : js | : — 


LASER GUN 


Aim the enemy anyway you like and 
shoot the laser beam by pulling the 
trigger or pushing the button. 


ACTIVE SEAT 


@ REMAINING SHIELD hee Experience the real Space War ! 

@ Shields decreasing es Feel the vibration through the active 
when you're under 
attack. @ LASER GUN SIGHT © TARGET DISTANCE seat when enemy hits you ! 


2-8-5, TAMAGAWA, OTA-KU, TOKYO, 146, JAPAN 
TEL: TOKYO 3756-2311 FAX: TOKYO 3756-5967 
C) 1991 NAMCO, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 
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The much more high-powered real time 3-DCG |! 


The adoption of the projection system in the Infi- 
nite. Distance makes it possible to represent the 
magnificent. scale of the space super.real..Players 
can enjoy. the exciting space battles with the feeling 
of live. performance which. the traditional: games 
could not give you. 


RST Aa 
267 .95 sum 
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: (, 507. 90-5 
4-channel surrounding system is mounted! the 7 ff > 
sound which echoes through the players body SHIELD 


Surrounds the player in the world of STARBLADE. 
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The enemy gigantic /2éiaiemtsaliem.|e)el<r- le 
It seems to be a gQVeltemisyey-lerom ey-hai(ee 
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SUSTANCE 


srelaiiemseene in the ravine. Many blind spots City area with skyscrapers. 
ielces” US to fight desperately. Fly fast & freely. 


216/90 


Well matched. 


a Are your outlets swarming with people 
enjoying themselves and taking part in active 
sports? You know that’s good for business! 

LOWEN S.P.0.RT. is what you need. 
Whether the games are for two, a team, a 
league or a tournament, LOWEN S.P.0.R.T. is 
great entertainment. LOWEN offers profes- 
sionally thought-out promotion packages 
to go with Electronic Darts, American Pool, 
Snooker and Table Soccer. 

Your business and our ideas make a 
creat team! 


LOWEN 
S.P.0.R.T. 


by NSM UK 


LOWEN: the name for 
amusement machines, juke boxes, accessories, skill games and sports games including darts, pool, snooker and soccer. 
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Synopsis 


SOMMAIRE 


La page 10 de notre éditorial examine le 
potentiel commercial de_ l'industrie 
internationale des machines a sous au 
Mexique; l’Association Américaine des 
machines a Sous se traillera-t-elle la part du 
lion? Egalement inclue: une discussion du 
probleme de la copie des PCB ... Toujours a 
propos du Mexique, reportage page 12 sur la 
possibilité d’une ouverture imminente aux 
AWP ... Euromat entame des discussions sur 
l'industrie europénne du jeu avec la CE ... En 
Hollande, Janshen-Hahnraths ouvre la salle 
de jeux Taj Mahal a Kerkrade ... (page 12) En 
France, Sisteme crée de nouveaux PCB ... 
Une nouvelle législation sévére pour les salles 
de jeux a Hong Kong ... (page 14) AAMA et 
une nouvelle association mexicaine en 
pourparlers ... (page 16) Sega président, un 
reportage d’Hayao Nakayama sur le succés 
croissant des machines a sous a grande 
échelle ... (page 18) Sega cherche a mettre 
en place une chaine de centres de jeux en 
Europe ... Une rencontre sur le sujet des jeux 
de hasard en Hollande avec les invités: 
Michel Ayral de la CE, O. W. Brouwer de la 
société bruxelloise Stibbo, Blaisse et De Jong, 
ainsi que L. Van Bastel de la Loterie d’Etat en 
Hollande ... (page 18) Shane Breaks, ex- 
Atari, perndrait la direction de Namco Europe 
... Ouverture prochaine de Cleveland Coin a 
Geneve L’Association Hollandaise du 
Commerce (DAB) se réunit le 21/22 novembre 
en vue d'une discussion concernant de 


nouveaux reglements devant inclure les 
machines a paiement ... (page 20) Le 
Tijkwezen hollandais teste les machines a 
sous des jeux de hasard dans le but d’en 
augmenter l'efficacité ... Un nouveau look 
pour la salle de jeux britannique Rank ... La 
société Silverline envoie en Pologne des 
meubles commandés par un systéme infra- 
rouge éloigné au lieu de piéces ou jetons ... 
(page 24) La société allemande Gauselmann 
Ouvre une sixiéme base en Allemagne de |’Est 
... Finales de la Superligue de Pinball a Paris 
... Liste des exposants JAMMA ... (page 26) 
Les nouvelles machines en vente ... (page 
28) Les potins internationaux de l'industrie ... 
(page 30) Une enquéte sur le Danemark ... 
(page 34) Une enquéte sur 12 pays sur le 
Sujet de la législation et comprenant 
'Autriche, la Belgique, L’Allemagne, La 
Grande-Bretagne, La République d’lrelande, 
L'Italie, L'lle de Malte, les Pays-Bas, L’lrelande 
du Nord, La Norvége, L’Espagne et |’Union 
Soviétique ... (page 40) Reportage sur les 
nouvelles tendances et les nouvelles 
machines chez AMOA ... (page 48) La page 
technique examine le monitor a l’intérieur de 
'Hantarex 9300 (page 54) Discussions 
informelles entre Europeople et Henry Grant 
de la Société de Jeux Belge; Bernd H. 
Donalies (Société Stella) et Grant Freerks, 
Taito Europe ... (page 56) Reportage de la 
Communauté Europénne sur la meilleure 
fagon de garantir un juste partage des 


accroissements pour le client ... (page 60) 
Profile de la société japonaise Taito ... (page 
70) Profile de la société américaine Vari-Tech. 
... (page 78) Gros plan sur Irem au japon ... 
(page 86) la colonne Shefras se refléte sur 
'evolution des machines a sous ... (page 90) 
Moyennes mensuelles des taux de change 


européens ... Enquéte sur le Krona danois ... 


(page 92) Tableaux internationaux des 
machines ... (page 96) Section casinos: 


observation des casinos sur les bateaux de 
croisiéres ... l’effet des triades chinoises sur 
les casinos ... profile de Jim Wortman de 
Institut des Professions du Casino a Atlantic 


... Bally lance une nouvelle société ... deux 


casinos a Sydney. 


Les lettres RS suivant certains titres 
signifient Readers Service (Service des 
lecteurs). Pour tout renseignament sur les 
articles comportant RS, veuillez contacter 
le service de la rédaction d’EuroSlot: 

‘Adresse: EuroSlot Editorial Department, 

P.O. Box 57, Daltry Street, Oldham, 

Lancs. England OL1 4BB. 

Téléphone: +44-61-624-3687 

Télécopie: +44-61-628-6921 


INHALT (ZUSAMMENFASSUNG) 


IN unserem Leitartikel auf Seite 10 wird das 
Potential fur Geschafte in Mexiko flr das 
internationale Spielmaschinen-Geschaft 
behandelt—oder wird es durch American 
Amusement Machine Association gestaltet? 
AuBerdem werden die Probleme der Kopien 
von PCBs besprochen ... Weiter geht es mit 
den Nachrichten aus Mexiko auf Seite 12. Wir 
berichten Uber die Méglichkeit, daB das Land 
kurz vor der Offnung fur AWPs steht ... 
Euromat bespricht die europaische 
Spielindustrie mit der Europaischen 
Gemeinschaft ..._ In den Niederlanden 
erdffnet Janshen-Hahnraths die Taj Mahal 
Arkade in Kerkrade ... (Seite 12). Sisteme, 
Frankreich entwickelt neue PCBs ... strenge 
neue Arkaden-Gesetze in Hong Kong 

(Seite 14) AAMA und neuer mexikanischer 
Verband stehen in Verhandlungen ... (Seite 
16). Der Prasident von Sega, Hayao 
Nakayama berichtet Uber die zunehmende 
Beliebtheit von groBen Spielmaschinen ... 
(Seite 18) Sega zieht die Eréffnung von 
Spielzentren als zusammenhangende Gruppe 
in ganz Europa in Betracht ... Treffen Uber 
Glucksspiele in Holland mit den folgenden 
Gastsprechern: Michel Ayral von der EG, O. 
W. Brouwer vom Brissler Unternehmen 
Stibbe, Blaisse und De Jong und L. van 
Bastel von der Staatlichen Lotterie, Holland 
... (Seite 18) Shane Breaks, ehemals bei 
Atari wird zum Leiter der Namco Europe 
ernannt ... Cleveland Coin, Ohio wird sich in 
Genf, Schweiz niederlassen ... Danischer 
Unternehmerverband (DAB) hat ein Treffen 


am 21/22 November, um die neuen Gesetze 
zu besprechen—hoffentlich werden dabei 
ebenfalls die Auszahlungsmaschinen 
behandelt ... (Seite 20) die Dutch Ijkwezen, 
welche munzenbetriebene Glucksspiele prift, 
mochte ihre Effizienz erhéhen ... das 
fuhrende Arkaden-Filialgeschaft im UK, Rank, 
andert sein Image ... Silverline, UK schickt 
Schranke nach Polen, die mit ferngesteuerten 
Infrarot-Systemen statt mit MUnzen oder 
Scheideminzen betrieben werden ... (Seite 
24). Gauselmann, Deutschland erdffnet 
sechste Niederlassung in Ostdeutschland ... 
Superliga Flippern-Finale in Paris ... Liste 
von JAMMA Ausstellern ... (Seite 26) Neue 
Maschinen auf dem Markt ... (Seite 28) 
Klatsch Uber die internationale Industrie ... 
(Seite 30) Landerlibersicht Uber Danemark ... 
(Seiten 34) die Ubersicht Uber 12 Lander 
hinsichtlich der Gesetzgebung umfaBt: 
Osterreich, Belgien, Deutschland, 
GroBbritannien, Irische Republik, Italien, 
Malta, Niederlande, Nordirland, Norwegen, 
Spanien und die UdSSr ... (Seiten 40) Bericht 
Uber Tendenzen und neuen Maschinen auf 
der AMOA ... (Seite 48) auf der technischen 
Seite wird die Innenseite des Hantarex 9300 
Monitors besprochen (Seite 54) 
Europeople unterhalt sich zwanglos mit Henry 
Grant (Belgische Spielauttomatengesellschaft): 
Bernd H. Donalies (Stella, Deutschland) und 
Grant Freerks, Taito Europe ... (Seiten 56) 
die Europaische Gemeinschaft berichten 
uber die besten Wege, um sicherzustellen, 
da die Verbraucher ihren fairen Anteil am 


Wachstum erhalten ... (Seite 60) Firmenprofil 
uber Taito, Japan (Seite 70) Firmenprofil tber 
Vari-Tech, US ... (Seite 78) Artike Uber Irem, 
Japan ... (Seite 86) in der Shefras Spalte wird 
die Entwicklung der MUnzautomaten 
behandelt (Seite 90) Europaische 
durchschnittliche Wechselkurse 
Begutachtung der Danischen Krone 

(Seite 92) Internationale Maschinenskalen ... 
(Seiten 96) Kasino-Teil: Kasinos auf 
Kreuzfahrtschiffen werden unter die Lupe 
genommen ... die Auswirkungen von Kasinos 
auf chinesische Triaden ... ein Profil Uber Jim 
Wortman vom Casino Career Institute in 


Atlantic City Bally grundet neues 
Unternehmen ... zwei Kasinos fur Sydney, 
Australien. 


RS (Reader Service) nach bestimmten 
Nachrichten bedeutet, daB weitere 
Informationen im Leserdienst von der 
Redaktion erhaltlich sind: 


Adresse: EuroSlot Editorial Department, 
P.O. Box 57, Daltry Street, Oldham, 
Lancs. England OL1 4BB. 

Tel. Nr. +44-61-624-3687 

Fax. Nr. +44-61-628-6921 
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Synopsis 
INDICE (SOMMARIO) 


Il nostro editoriale a pagina 10 tratta il 
potenziale per gli affari in Messico per 
industria internazionale delle macchine a 
monete—-o verra impossessata dalla American 
Amusement Machine Association? Discute 
anche il problema delle copie PCB ... ancora 
con notizie dal Messico, a pagina 12 
riportiamo le possibilita che quel paese si apra 
fra poco per AWP Euromat discute 
industria europea dei giochi d’azzardo con la 
Comunita Europea ... in Olanda, Jahshen- 
Hahnraths apre la galleria Tay Mehal a 
Kerkrade ... (pagina 12). Sisteme, France 
sviluppa nuovi PCB ... nuove rigide leggi per 
le gallerie per giochi a Hong Kong ... (pagina 
14) AAMA e nuova associazione Messicana in 
trattative (pagina 16) Sega presidente Hayao 
Nakayama riporta sulla crescente popolarita 
di macchine per divertimenti di vaste 
dimensioni ... (pagina 18) Sega sembra che 
stia per stabilire una catena di centri di 
divertimento in Europe ... Riunioni su giochi 
della sorte in Olanda con oratori invitati: 
Michel Ayral della Comunita Europea, O. W. 
Brouwer della societa Stibbe, di Bruxelles, 
Blaisse e De Jong e L. van Gastel della 
Lotteria di Stato, Olanda ... (pagina 18) 
Shane Breaks, ex Atari a capo della Namco 
Europe ... Cleveland Coin, Ohio aprira a 
Ginevra, Svizzera Associazione 
Commerciale danese (DAB) si riunisce il 
21/22 novembre per discutere le nuove leggi— 
che si spera includeranno macchine a 


pagamento ... (pagina 20) la Dutch |jkwezen 
che collauda giochi della sorte a monete vuole 
aumentare l’efficienza ... la principale galleria 
di giochi del Regno Unito, Rank, cambia 
aspetto ... Silverline Uk manda armadietti in 
Polonia, azionati da sistemi a distanza 
allinfrarosso, invece di monete o gettoni ... 
(pagina 24) Gauselmann, Germania, apre la 
sesta base nella Germania Orientale ... Finale 
dei giochi di biliardino Superleague a Parigi ... 
lista degli esibitori a JAMMA ... (pagina 26) 
Nuove macchine sul mercato ... (pagina 28) 
chiacchiere sull’industria internazionale ... 
(pagina 30) studio del paese, sulla Danimarca 
... (pagina 34) lo studio di 12 paesi sulla 
legislazione comprende |’Austria, Belgio, 
Germania, Gran Bretagna, Repubblica 
dell’Irlanda, Italia, Malta, Olanda, Irlanda del 
Nord, Norvegia, Spagna e Russia ... (pagine 
40) resoconto sugli orientamenti e nuove 
macchine alla AMOA ... (pagina 48) Le 
pagine su argomenti tecnici trattano il 
monitore Hantarex 9300 (pagina 54) 
Europeople chiacchiera alla buona con Henry 
Grant (Belgian Amusement Company); 
Bernd H. Donalies (Stella, Germany) e 
Grant Freerks, Taito Europe ... (pagina 56) 
la Comunita Europea riporta sulle migliori 
maniere di assicurare che i consumatori 
ricevano la loro parte dei vantaggi che 
dericano dal miglioramento delle condizioni 
economiche ... (pagina 60) profilo di una 
societa su Taito, Giappone ... (pagina 70) 


CONTENIDO (SINOPSIS) 


Nuestra editorial en la pagina 10 considera el 
potencial de negocios en Mexico para la 
industria internacional de maquinas de 
monedas — 0 sera acaparado por la American 
Amusement Machine Association? También 
hablara del problema de las copias de los 
~ PCBs... Todavia con Mexico en la pagina de 
12 noticias reportamos sobre la posibilidad de 
la posible apertura inminente de este pais a 
AWPs . . . Euromat habla de la industria de 
Juegos Europea con la Comunidad Europea . 
. . En Holanda, Janshen-Hahnraths abre la 
sala Taj Mahal en Kerkrade . . .(12) Sisteme 
France desarrolla nuevos PCBs .. . nuevas 
leyes de arcada duras en Hong Kong... .(14) 
AAMA y la nueva asociacién Mejicana en 
hablas . . .(16) El Presidente de Sega Hayao 
Nakayama reporta sobre la creciente 
popularidad de las maquinas de recreo de 
larga escala . . .(18) Sega mira el poner una 
cadena de centros recreativos por toda 
Europa . . . Reunién sobre juegos del azar en 
Holanda con los discursantes invitados: 
Michael Ayral de la CE, O. W. Brouwer de la 
compania de Bruselas Stibbe, Blaisse y De 
Jong y L. Van Bastel de la loteria estatal de 
Holanda . . .(18) Shane Breaks, Ex Atari vaa 
dirigir Namco Europa . . . Cleverland Coin, 
Ohio va a abrir en Génova, Suiza... La 
asociacion de Negocios danesa (DAB) se va 
a reunir en Noviembre 21/22 para hablar de 
nuevas normativas — seguramente que 
incluiran las maquinas de premios . . .(20) La 


holandesa Ljkwezen la cual prueba juegos del 
azar operados con moneda espera aumentar 
la eficiencia . . . La cadena lider del Reino 
Unido, Rank cambia de imagen . . .Silverline 
UK manda cabinetas a Polonia que funcionan 
por sistema remoto infra rojo en vez de 
monedas 0 tokens. . .p(24) Gauselmann de 
Alemania abre su sexta base en la Alemania 
oriental . . . las finales de la superliga de 
maquinas de bolas en Paris . . . Lista de los 
exhibidores en JAMMA .. . p(26) Nuevas 
maquinas en el mercado . . . p(28) Chismeo 
de la industria internacional . . . p(30) 
Examinando a un pais, Dinamarca . . . p(34) 
La examinacion de paises sobre la legislacion 
cubre Austria, Bélgica, Alemania, Gran 
Bretana, La Republica Irlandesa, Italia, Malta, 
Los Paises Bajos, Irlanda del Norte, Noruega, 
Espana y la URSS . . . p(40) Reportaje sobre 
las modas y nuevas maquinas en AMOA . . 
.p(48) la pagina téchnica mira dentro del 
monitor Hantarex 9300 .. . (54) Eurogente 
habla informalmente con Henry Grant 
(Belgian Amusement Company); Bernd H. 
Donalies (Stella, Alemania) y Grant Freerks, 
Taito Europa . .p(56) La Comunidad 
Europea reporta sobre la mejor manera de 
asegurar que los consumidores reciben su 
buen porcentaje de cercimiento . . .p(60) perfil 
de una compafia, Taito, Japon . . .(70) perfil 
de compafia de Vari-Tech E.U.A. . . .p(78) 
enfoque sobre Irem, Japon . . .p(86) la 
columna de Shefras refleja sobre la evolucion 


profilo di una societa su Vari-Tech, US ... 
(pagina 78) articolo su Irem, Giappone ... 
(page 86) la colonna Shefras riflette 
sull’evoluzione delle macchine a monete ... 
(pagina 90) medie mensili dei rapporti di 
cambio europei ... studio della Corona danese 

(pagina 92) grafici sulle macchine 
internazionali ... (pagine 96) Sezione Casino: 
revisione dei casino su navi crociera ... gli 
effetti di Chinese Triads sui casino ... un 
profilo di Jim Wortman del Casino Career 
Institute in Atlantic City ... Bally fonda una 
nuova societa ... due casino per Sydney, 
Australia. 


RS dopo certi articoli di notizie sta a 
significare, Servizio per i Lettori. 

Per informazioni su un qualunque degli 
articoli marcati RS, contattare: 


Indirizzo: EuroSlot Editorial Department, 
P.O. Box 57, Daltry Street, Oldham, 
Lancs. England OL1 4BB. 

Telefono: +44-61-624-3687 

Fax: +44-61-628-6921 


de las maquinas de monedas . . .p(90) 
Promedios Europeos de cambio de moneda . 
. .Examinando la Krona Dinamarca . . .p(92) 
Diagramas internacionales de maquinas . . 
.p(96) sécciédn de casinos: casinos sobre 
triads de casinos . . .un perfil de Jim 
Wortman de! Casino Career Institute en 


Atlantic City . . . Bally forma una nueva 
companfia . . .dos casinos para Sydney, 
Australia. 


RS Después de ciertos articulos indica 
Servicio a los Lectores. para informacién 
sobre cualquier articulo marcado RS, 
ponganse en contacto con: 


EuroSlot Editorial Department— 
Direccion 2 Daltry Street, Oldham, 
Lancs. England OL1 4BB. 
Teléfono: +44-61-624-3687 

Fax: +44-61-628-6921 
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ERVICE, PROMPT DELIVERY. 


Founded in 1980, “HUAI 1 ELECTRONICS CO., LTD.” has grown to become one of the leading specialist manufacturers 
of coin-operated TV game system, chassis for color picture tube, power supply and switching power Supply, and other 
parts of the system in Taiwan, our product not only get a big share in local market but received a good reputation 


from oversea buyers. 


TAIWAN 

HEAD OFFICE: 

HUAI | ELECTRONICS CO., LTD. 
No. 22, Alley 66, 

Lane 274, Chung Cheng S. Road 
Yung Kang Shiang Tainan Hsien, 
Taiwan, R.O.C. 

Tel: (886) -6-2532771, 2537925 
Fax: (886) -6-2532827 


HONG KONG 
BRANCH OFFICE 


STARCHAMP LTD. 

Room 1102 

Park-In Commercial Centre 

656 Dundas Street 

Mongkok Kowloon Hong Kong 
Tens(s2):740-97.144 

Fax: (852) :781. 0579 
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THERE was a famous Mexican, a 
foreign minister, | think, who once 
said: “Poor, poor Mexico; so far from 
God and so near the United States.” 
It might have been appropriate in the 
early years of this century, when | 
suspect it was voiced, and there are 
some who might echo the conviction 
now. 

The second annual Latin 
American coin machine exhibition, 
held in Mexico City in July and 
extensively reported in our 
September issue, was 
supplemented this month by news 
that the American Amusement 
Machine Association has held long 
and fruitful meetings with the new 
fledgling Mexican association. 

The obvious topics were 
discussed, such as the necessity to 
discourage copies coming into the 
country. 

The rest of us might take that as 
entirely appropriate. If the principals 
of AAMA are in town anyway, then 
why not take advantage of the 
opportunity to sit and talk trade 
matters with the leaders of the 
Mexican business? 

Where the rest of the international 
market might get a little nervous, 
however, is that the meeting comes 
on top of an exhibition which was 
organised by AAMA and no-one but 
American companies was allowed to 
exhibit in that show. The AAMA 
might reasonably argue that if it 
organises a show, taking all the 
financial risks and all of the hassles 
connected with running a show, then 
it is perfectly within its rights to 
restrict participation to its own 
members. 


Comment 


Those outside the US trade, 
however, will point at the fact that 
here we have an_ international 
exhibition which isn’t international 
because it is restricted to American 
companies or their Mexican 
distributors. Everyone else is kept 
out. To use the type of emotive 
phraseology non-American 
would-be exhibitors would use, 
they’re shutting the door in the face 
of the rest of the world’s trade to try 
to keep Mexico for the Americans. 

We don’t necessarily subscribe to 
that 100 per cent. 

We’re believers in the philosophy 
that those who seize the main 
chance are entitled to the majority of 
the goodies, athough if someone is 
offering a product not already 
covered by those from the AAMA 
willing to exhibit in Mexico, then it is 
a little unfair on the Mexicans to be 
deprived of the opportunity of seeing 
that product. It does, however, open 
the door to a difficult situation for the 
organisers of the show in policing 
what goes in. 

A neat problem. And not a little 
dangerous. If the rest of the 
international trade gets a little miffed 
at the restrictive trade practice which 
AAMA might be accused of 


Christine A. Butterworth, 
Editor. 


perpetrating, they could get together 
and organise a show of their own in 
Mexico. The logistics of the situation 
might preclude that, sensibly, as 
only the US business is on the 
doorstep but in theory it could 
happen. Otherwise, some 
enterprising non-American 
companies might choose to take 
hotel suites nearby at the same time 
as the show and issue hundreds of 
invitations. A whole crop of separate 
One-company shows might spring 
up. It’s feasible, if the business in 
Mexico shows promise. 

In the meantime, trying to stop 
copies in Mexico is going to be an 
enormous headache both for the 
AAMA and for their Mexican 
counterparts. For every legitimate 
board that goes into the country, four 
copies will go in. For every 50 
boards that an officially appointed 
and highly respectable distributor 
might buy through US sources, he'll 
buy in 200 copies of the same game 
at a cut-price. With bribery and 
corruption a not inconsequential 
problem in Mexico, getting the 
Officials to clamp down may not be 
as simple as everyone thinks. It’s 80 
per cent copies now and likely to get 
worse before it gets better. 
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JPM engineer Tommy Campbell explains the final test routine for AWP 


News 


Streetwise to Dutch university student Anton van Daal. 


UK 


Double 
Dutch 


CARDIFF, UK-based machine 
manufacturer JPM, which has 
been busy building up its market 
share in the Netherlands, had a 
double dose of Dutch this 
summer when its operations 
were put under the microscope 
by Eindhoven University of 
Technology student Anton van 
Daal. 

Anton is the son of operator 
Frans van Daal, a customer of 
Jac van Ham Group, JPM’s 
distributor in Holland. 

Anton explained that the 
nine-week exercise has yielded 
some very valuable information 
for his degree course which he is 
due to complete next summer. 
He was particularly interested in 
the firm’s move towards a 
market-led business strategy and 
the development of carefully 
targeted machines. 


MEXICO 


Law 
change on 
way to 
permit 
AWPs 


AMUSEMENT with prizes 
machines are likely to appear in 
Mexico within the next six 
months. 

Payout gambling machines 
with low stakes and prizes are 


currently being looked at by a 
combination of the Mexican 
Ministry of Industry and the 
revenue authorities. It is 
anticipated that the move will 
serve two purposes—raise 
much-needed revenues for the 
state and also satisfy the strong 
popularity of gambling among 
Mexico's large population. 

It will be the first major country 
in either North or South America 
to have a legalised form of 
gambling machine on a 
nationwide basis, although we 
understand that other Central 
American countries such as 
Guatemala and South American 
countries such as Ecuador have 
been examining the possibilities 
of AWPs and Columbia already 
has limited numbers. 

But Mexico has a population of 
over 100m., which makes the 
news of considerable importance 
and several European 
companies are understood to 
have been in talks with the 
Mexican government about 
suitable types of machines for 
that market. 

We understand it is likely that 
new regulations to give effect to 
the start of AWP operations may 
be introduced at the end of this 
year or early next year. One of 
the main problems will be the 
unsuitability of most Mexican 
coins and it may be that tokens 
will be the principal means of 


play. 


HOLLAND 


Taj Mahal 
opens 


ON Friday, September 6, the 
mayor of Kerkrade, Mr. J. Mans, 
Opened the new Taj Mahal Fair 
Play Centre, owned by Fair Play 


1991 


October 2-3: 
JAMMA TRADE 
SHOW, Ryutsu 
Centre, Tokyo. 
Contact, JAMMA, 
Room 704, TBR 
Building, 2-10-2, 
Nagata-Cho, 
Choyada Ward, 
Tokyo 100. 

Tel. + 813-593-2562. 


October 10-13: 
NORWEGIAN COIN 
MACHINE 
EXHIBITION 

Oslo, Norway. 
Contact, Pierre and 
Lill Hagen. 

Tel. + 47-299-1616. 
Fax. + 47-299-1246. 


October 16-17: 
ASSOCIATED 
LEISURE PREVIEW, 
Novotel, 
Hammersmith, 
London, UK. 

Contact, Howard and 
Wikberg Promotions, 
23 Tavistock Place, 
London WC1H 9SE. 
Tel. 44-71 387 2021. 
Fax 44-71 388 9663. 


October 17-20: 
ENADA, Fiera di 
Roma, Rome, Italy. 
Contact, SAPAR, via 
di Villa Patrizi, 
10-CAP 00161, Italy. 
Tel. 39-6-440-3686. 
Fax 39-6-440-2718. 


October 22-24: 
LEISURE INDUSTRY 
WEEK, 

NEC, Birmingham, 
UK. 

Contact, Independent 
Exhibitions Ltd., 
Weybourne House, 
2-4 London Street, 
Chertsey, Surrey, UK. 
Tel. 44-932 564455. 
Fax 44-932 560009. 


October 25-27: 
PINBALL EXPO, 
Ramada Inn, 
Rosemont, Chicago, 
USA. 

Contact, 2671 
Youngstown Road 
SE, Warren, Ohio 
44484, USA. 


Centres, part of the 
Janshen-Hahnraths Group. 


The huge centre covers 1,200 
square metres of space and has 
been established in the former 
Hubertus House in the 
Hoofdstraat in Kerkrade. 


Taj Mahal games include 
snooker, pool and golf-billiards, 
bowling, golf-challenges and 
table soccer. The luxurious, 
exotic and romantic atmosphere 
features an enormous video-wall 
where visitors can watch sports 
competitions, colourful 
video-clips and_ video 
commercials. 


PAN-EUROPE 


Euromat 
meets EC’s 
DG3 


REPRESENTATIVES of 
Euromat have had their first 
meeting with officials of DG3, the 
EC’s department which has been 
given the task of looking at the 
European gaming industry. The 
meeting followed the Coopers 
and Lybrand Gaming Study, 
published in June, which quickly 
became notorious for its 
inaccuracies. 


Two members of the UK trade 
association, BACTA, Roger 
Withers, who is part of the British 
delegation to Euromat, and Cliff 
Walker, went to Brussels on 
August 31 to meet with David 
Martin and Jonathan Stoodley 
from DG3. The outcome of their 
meeting was reported to the 
Euromat Presidium meeting held 
in Marbella, Spain, on September 
6, by UK delegate Brian Meaden. 


We understand that the EC 
Officials were well aware of the 
deficiencies in the Coopers and 
Lybrand report but it had served a 
purpose in that it had acted as a 
catalyst for obtaining further 
information which will lead to 
harmonisation of regulations. 
DG3 is now keen to meet trade 
associations, especially Euromat, 
and leading commercial 
concerns in its research. The 
harmonisation of regulations is 
seen mainly as a bid by the EC to 
ensure that operating conditions 
and competition within countries 
is the same. 
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KONAMI SIMPSONS MIDI 


This hugely successful game based 

on the antics of the popular simpsons 
iamily cartoon is now available in an 
attractive midi size cabinet making 
it an ideal single site 4 player. 
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NAMCO WHAPPA SNAPPA 


The ever popular theme of hitting 
an animated figure is taken astage | 
further with WHAPPA-SNAPPA. | 
Game gets progressively more 
difficult adding to the excitement 
as player adds points for hits and 
loses points for misses. 


SEGA MEGA-TECH 


The single site multi game 
mega-tech system has become 

a world wide favourite over the 
past 2 years. A choice of over 

30 games and 3 cabinet versions. 


WILLIAMS 
HIT THE ICE 


WILLIAMS 
TERMINATOR 2 


ii 


LONDON HAYDOCK SCOTLAND 


Unit 2, Industrial Estate, Leigh Close 32 Salisbury Road No.5, Adam Square 

New Malden, Surrey KT3 3NL. Haydock Industrial Estate Brucefield Ind. Est. @y> 
Fax: 081-336 1487 Haydock Park Livingston , West Lothian 

Ask for: Colin, Ron, Keith, Matthew Merseyside. WA11 9XG. Fax: 0506 417681 CUSTOMERS 
Aaron, Ken Kennedy (Exports) Fax: 0942 272157 Ask for: Bob Cross 


Ask for: Dave Columbine. ARE REALLY 
A MEMBER OF THE SEGA Group te}: 081-336 1222 1.1:0942 270300 12:0506 417672 FI/ERYTHING 


DEDICATED SPARES - Bally, Namco, Sega, Williams, Wurlitzer - PHONE: EVELYN WILKINSON 081-336 1300 
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MEXICO 


AAMA talks 
with new 
association 


DURING the recent second 
annual coin machine exhibition in 
Mexico City, organised by the 
American Amusement Machine 
Association, there was a meeting 
between the association and the 
newly-formed National 
Association of Electronic Games 
and Entertainment AC. 

Representing AAMA were Bill 
Rickett, President, Bob Faye, 
executive director, John Blouin, 
membership committee 
chairman, Rene Lopez and 
Marcio Bonilla. The President of 
the new association is Mr. Jesus 
Gutierrez of Chrismo, Mexico 
City. 

The meeting was held at the 
Sheraton Maria Isabel, the venue 
of the exhibition and its purpose 
was to solidify the relationships 
between the AAMA and the 
Mexican manufacturers, 
distributors and operators who 
are now part of the same 
association. 


One of the major concerns in 


Mexico of both associations is the 
control of copies which are being 
shipped directly into Mexico, 
mainly from Korea. Both 
associations are taking a very 
firm stand and have already had 
meetings with Mexican director 
general of trademarks and 
patents, Dr. Roberto Villarreal 
Gonda, Bob Fernandez and 
US/Mexican customs attache 
and high level Mexican 
enforcement agencies who have 
offered assistance in combating 
the problem. 

Another area of joint 
co-operation will be in helping the 
Mexican industry create a 
positive image with the Mexican 
Officials. 


AUSTRIA 


Videotron 
takes on 
MAM Sales 


PETER Svoboda of Videotron in 
Austria, has taken on the main 
agency for MAM Amusement 


US 


Arachnid 
on the 
road again 


THE 1991 Bullshooter VII tour by 
Arachnid’s English Mark Darts 
World Challenge of Champions, 
began in September. The 
Rockford, Illinois, manufacturer 
of electronic darts games has put 
up $145,000 in prize money for 
this year’s competition. The 
competition will last nine months 
going through 16 regional 
competitions in the US, Canada, 


Spain, Germany, Belgium and 


Australia, with the finals in May 
1992. Last year there were 4,992 
entries. Coors Light, the brewery 
company, is co-sponsor of the 
competition and the new Galaxy 
game will be used for the 
qualifiers and the finals. 


JAPAN 


Taito opens 
travel agency 


THE Taito Corporation of Japan 
has decided to open a series of 
travel agencies, the first of which 
opened its doors on July 8 on the 
first floor of its headquarters in 
Tokyo under the name Taito 
Travel Agency. 

More will be opened in its 
larger amusement arcades 
around the country until a 
network is in operation. 

The arrangement has been 
made through its subsidiary 
company Taiei Shoji Co. Ltd., 
which was established in 1966, 
but which had become a dormant 
company since 1979, being 


revived last year to obtain 


business licences for real estate 
transactions and to pick up a 
travel agency licence. 


Sales equipment of the UK. He 
will be representing the company 
in Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria and 
Yugoslavia. 

Tony Deasy, UK sales 
manager for MAM commented: 
“We have looked at Peter’s 
company is some depth and we 
were very impressed by the way 
they approach the leisure market 
and their forward thinking in the 
new markets.” 


News 


SEGA President Hayao 
Nakayama, in his annual report, 
has noted that the “worldwide 
leisure and entertainment 
markets showed signs of change 
with large-scale amusement 
machines growing in popularity in 
Japan and eight-bit home video 
games systems expanding 
throughout the world.” 


He was reporting strong 
earning in an 11-month fiscal 
year (the company changed its 
year end from April 30 to March 
31). Non-consolidated net sales 
were US$756m., and net sales 
results were well up at $58.5m. 
Sales of consumer products 
totalled $413.5m. 


The amusement arcades 
Operation netted sales of 
$174.7m. “In Japan we continued 
to develop new-concept, large 
scale amusement centres. We 
also continued our development 
of very large scale amusement 
machines, including simulation 
games for up to eight players and 
a racing game, CCD-Cart, in 
which players navigate mini 
go-karts by means of 
charge-coupled device 
cameras.” 


Machine sales rose to $165m. 
but he noted that overseas sales 
fell slightly in the latter half of the 
fiscal year when market growth 
slowed in Asia and North 
America. 
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SUPER 
DICE 
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*FIVE REAL DICE jump ‘oll and make- ~< 
exciting movements in the playfl ta 
read accurately by the reading system. 


*RELIABLE ELECTROMECHANICAL 
SYSTEMS, all in modular form to enable __ S 
on-the-spot swapping. 7 Neill a. 


2k AUTO - HOLD FEATURE dice that 
are wanted are automatically held for 
instant re-rolling the rest. 


* DOUBLE - TRIPLE UP GAME —— two 
dice are rolled 


[Wel total count of 8—tl pays 
| DOUBLE and 12 pays TRIPLE. 


SAVE total count of 3—6 pays 
DOUBLE and 2 pays TRIPLE. 


? Mistery ? 


* FEVER GAME & BONUS FETURE — 
FEVER or BONUS chance in every 
game. 


* ARDAC BANK NOTE ACCEPTOR— 
increases income with bank notes in 
addition to coins — available for Japan, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
U.S.A,, Canada and major European coun- 
tries. 


H 1245mm x W 580mm x D 480mm 
Wt.120kg 


U.S.A. PATENT : 4,892,311 


For further details, please fax or telex to: 


3-43, 3-Ch , Shin- ita, -ku, sO, ; ; : 
BoWANZA ENTERPRISES, LTD. 3%,3:ctors, Str tonontio. Neko, PORT Foo "Fo: (045)651-6242 


For an immediate delivery, please contact 


GAMBLING ELECTRONICS GMBH 6000 Framifirt/M 60, Barbarrossastrasse 16,Germany Tel.06109/3831-3832 
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PAN-EUROPE 


Sega set 
for major 
investment 


SEGA of Japan is looking to set 
up a chain of family 
entertainment and amusement 
centres across Europe. Details of 
the initial plans were given to 
EuroSlot by Sega’s new head of 
European operations from the 
giant company’s new European 
headquarters. 

Sega has set up Sega 
Amusements Europe Ltd. at 
North Harrow in the outskirts of 
London under deputy Chairman 
George Kieffer, formerly 
Managing Director of Brent 
Walker Hotels and Leisure 
division which controlled Brent 
Walker Leisure. 

Mr. Kieffer has overall control 
of Sega Europe, which distributes 
the company’s machines across 
Europe and Deith Leisure, the UK 
machine distributors and 
manufacturer. He will also control 
Mastertronic, the consumer 
games company bought by Sega 
this year. 

Mr. Kieffer will report directly to 
Mr. Hayao Nakayama, President 
and Chief Executive of Sega 
Enterprises of Japan and 
Chairman of the new Sega 
Amusements Europe Ltd. 

In a statement, Mr. Nakayama 
said: “The opening of our 
European headquarters is a 
further step in consolidating 
Sega’s position as the industry 
leader in home- and 
coin-operated video game 
entertainment in Europe. We are 
looking to enter family 
amusement centre operations 
and to expand our presence in 
amusement machines 
throughout Europe. This is 
consistent with our acquisition 
this year of the Virgin 
Mastertronic Group to be 
renamed Sega Europe and of 
Deith Leisure.” 

Mr. Kieffer told EuroS/ot: “Mr. 
Nakayama’s reference to family 
amusement centres does not 
mean that | am planning to set up 
a route of inland arcades or of 
seaside arcades as we know 
them at present. We envisage 
amusement centres of the type 
Opening up in Japanese stores 
and other retail outlets, places 
where you can take a six year 
old. Gaming machines do not 


News 


figure in our plans for these 
centres. 

“| expect the majority to be 
‘green field sites’ although one or 
two presently operating locations 
may be suitable if acquisition is 
feasible.” 

He said that substantial 
resources are available from 
Japan to fund the project and that 
he hoped the establishment of a 
route in the UK would act as a 
springboard for a similar 
European operation. “We are 
already talking with EuroDisney 
in Paris.” 

Food and beverage outlets 
would “almost certainly” figure in 
the establishments and there 
would be_ considerable 
merchandising opportunities 
available in the project. 

Mr. Kieffer, a French, German 
and Russian speaker, said Sega 
would consider joint ventures in 
Europe. 


HOLLAND 


European 
questions 
unanswered 


THE annual meeting of the 
Council for Games of Chance 
was recently held at the Hague in 
Holland when three guest 
speakers gave papers on the 
European development in the 
field of coin machines. 

Mr. Michel Ayral of DG3, the 
European Community directorate 
in Brussels which commissioned 


the recent Coopers and Lybrand 


gaming study in Europe, outlined 
the reasons behind the study. He 
said it was no more than an 
inventory of the current situation 
around Europe at the present 
time with no economic or political 
advice. He said that the 
economic significance of the 
sector was considerable. He 
alluded to Article 80 of the Treaty 
of Rome which laid down 
non-discriminatory stipulations 
on technical levels which could 
be applied to gaming machines. 
Mr. O. W. Brouwer, from the 
Brussels company of Stibbe, 
Blaisse and De Jong, gave an 
introduction to the European laws 
on games of chance. He said that 
the EC could take action or bide 
its time on the subject of unified 
laws. He differed with Mr. Ayral, 
who felt that the latter course 
would be most appropriate and 
said that the Coopers and 


TRADE 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


AUSTRIA 

Verband der 
Munzautomaten- 
Wirtschaft, 
Wallensteinstrasse 5, 
1200 Wien, Austria. 
Secretary, W. Plhal. 
Tel. +43 330 4187. 
Fax. +43 330 9855. 


AUSTRALIA 
Amusement Machine 
Operators 
Association, First 
Floor, 305 Homer 
Street, Earlwood, 
New South Wales 
2206, Australia. 


BELGIUM 

AMA, 185 Lange 
Leemstraat 187, 2018 
Antwerp, Belgium. 
Tel. +32-3-239 1183. 
Fax. + 32-3-230 7865. 


Union Belge de 
L’Automatique UPR, 
Place Princesse 


Elisabeth 44, Bte 3, 


‘B-1030 Brussels, 


Belgium. 

Tel. 32 2 242 
7174/242 7177. 
Fax 32 2 242 2419. 


CANADA 
Amusement Machine 
Operators of Canada, 
2684 Fenton Road, 
Gloucester, Ontario, 
K16 3N3. 

Tel. 613-822-6803. 
Fax. 613-822-0619. 
President, Dave 
Howison. 


DENMARK 

Dansk Automat 
Brancheforening, c/o 
Advokat Jeanette 
Oppenheim, Nikolaj 
Plads 26, 3, 1067 
Copenhagen K. 
Denmark. Fax + 45 
3170 7007. 


EUROMAT 

44 Place Princess 
Elisabeth, Bte 3, 1030 
Brussels, Belgium. 
Tel. 2/242 7174. 
President, Willy 
Michiels. 

Tel. +32 2 242 
7174/242 7177. Fax. 
+ 32 2 242 2419. 


Lybrand report pointed to action. 
Should member states be able to 
grant exclusive right to the field of 
games of chance to a company 
or organisation? Should games 
of chance supplied in other 
countries can also be supplied in 
the Netherlands, for example? 

Mr. L. van Gastel, director of 
the State Lottery in Holland, 
equated the significance of the 
market in games of chance in the 
Netherlands and in Europe with a 
quantity of figures broken down 
and limited according to what 
state lotteries were involved. He 
spoke about the start of a 
European lottery this autumn and 
said that the prizes should be 
from 100 guilders to nearly 9m. 
The first draw is due to take place 
on October 18. 

In the Netherlands, the 
turnover on gaming machines 
has amounted to 900m. guilders 
(US$160m.), in casinos 370m. 
guilders ($66m.) and on the 
racecourse totes 160m. ($30m.). 
The state lottery turned over 
782m. guilders ($135m.). The 
illegal circuit of games of chance, 
including 160m. guilders on 


foreign games of chance, was 


estimated at about 700m. 
guilders ($120m.). He said the 
turnover in the gaming sector in 
Europe is about $17bn. of which 
about $2.1bn. was spent on 
gaming machines. 


US 


initiative 
NSM-America has announced 
that it will replace CDs or 
reimburse operators for damaged 
discs following insinuation that 
they may be harmed by the 
company’s juke boxes. 

The issue of juke box damaged 
CDs arose several months ago 
when Mobile Records of 
Pennsylvania notified operators 
that they would not accept 
returned CDs which had been 
damaged by the juke box they 
had been played in. Mobile then 
listed the various juke box 
manufacturers, including NSM’s 
name in the listing. 

Annoyed at the suggestion that 
NSM machines might damage 
CDs, the company has 
introduced a “We Break ‘Em, We 
Own ’Em Policy”. “It’s the 
strongest way we could think of to 
say that our equipment does no 
harm to an operator’s expensive 
CDs,” said NSM’s Rus Strahan. 


eR 


WELLS GARDNER 
MONITORS. 


14” MONITOR . £130.00 
20” MONITOR . £130.00 
26” MONITOR . £220.00 
28” MONITOR . £255.00 
33” MONITOR . £575.00 


WELLS GARDNER MONITORS — NOW ESTABLISHED AS THE BEST IN THE BUSINESS 
AND AVAILABLE FROM THE UK’S LEADING DISTRIBUTOR 


BRENT WALKER 
LEISURE SPARES 


SALES CONTACTS: ROBIN ALESKI/BARBARA ROSS 
BRENT WALKER LEISURE LTD., UNITS 1-2, BRENT CRESCENT 
NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD, LONDON NW10 OQT. TEL: 081-965 0550 FAX: 081-961 0574. 


WEA A Member of The Brent Walker Group Plc 
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Shane Breaks 


JAPAN/UK 


Breaks to 
head new 
Namco UK 


JAPANESE video game giant 
Namco is poised to establish a 
European base in London. And 
the man heading the new venture 
is Shane Breaks, who has 
relinquished his position as 
Vice-President of International 
Sales for Atari Games. Mr. 
Breaks took up his new post on 
September 1. 

Although the details of the 
company’s plans have yet to be 
confirmed, informed sources 
point to the setting up of both 
sales and operating arms by 
Namco. In doing so, the company 
will have followed the route of 
several major Japanese 
concerns keen to have a 
“domestic” presence in the 
European video games market, 
the third largest in the world 
behind Japan and the USA. 

Until last year Namco was a 
majority shareholder in Atari 
Games, but sold its stock to 
Warner Communications, 
although Namco became sole 
owner of the arcade division, now 
called Namco Operations. 

The company has achieved 
remarkable success in the 
dedicated video sector with 
games such as Steel Gunner and 
Final Lap 2, and is clearly looking 
to Europe to provide further basis 
for growth. 

Shane Breaks’ departure from 
Atari following 19 years with the 
company was an unexpected 
move. He will be replaced at the 
firm’s Milpitas, California 


News 


Mike Taylor 


headquarters, by Mike Taylor, 
latterly Vice-President of Sales 
for Atari’s consumer division, 
Tengen. Mr. Taylor will be 
responsible for coin-op sales in 
the USA, while David Smith will 
assume overall responsibility for 
Atari’s sales in Europe. 

Commenting on Mr. Taylor's 
appointment, Atari President 
Hide Nakajima said: “His straight 
forwardness, honesty, sincerity, 
in addition to hardworking virtues, 
will benefit the company. I'd like 
to request that the industry, 
specifically Atari’s distributors, 
give Mike their special and extra 
support which will be the key 
factor to his success in his new 
position.” 

Mr. Taylor, who joined Atari in 
1986, said: “Atari’s continuous 
history of producing top hit 
games makes my job much 
easier. I'll do my very best to 
continue to maintain Atari's high 
standard. I’m really excited to be 
back.” 


JAPAN 


Suzuki joins 
Sammy 


MR. Minoru Suzuki, the former 
Taito director, has joined Sammy 
Industry Co. of Tokyo to head its 
amusement games department 
and to serve as President of 
American Sammy Corporation, in 
California. Sammy began as a 
coin machine manufacturer but 
switched to pachinko games after 
it built a successful model, later 
returning to amusements when it 
entered home games business 
with the Sammy and Toreco 
brands. 


TRADE 


ASSOCIATIONS 


FINLAND 
Suomen Automaattiy- 
bidistys r.y., Ratakatu 
21 A7, 00121 Helsinki 
12, Finland. 


FRANCE 
Confédération 
frangaise des 
professionnels en 
jeux automatiques 
(French Professional 
Automatic Games 
Association), Tour La 
Villette, 6 rue Emile 
Raynaud, 75019 
Paris. 

President: Yves-Joél 
Mony. 

Tel: + 33-1-4839 


8052. 


GERMANY 
Deutscher 
Automaten- 
Grosshandels- 
Verband e.v., 
Kowallekstrasse 
12-14, 5000 Koln 1, 
West Germany. 
Secretary, Franz 
Derigs. 1 
Tel. + 49 221 372207. 


Bundesverband 
Automaten- 
unternehmer (BVA), 
Sterntorbriicken 8-12, 
5300 Bonn 1. 
Secretary, Harro 
Bunke. 


Verband der 
Deutschen 
Automaten Industrie, 
Aachener Strasse 
197-199 D-500 
Cologne 41. 

Tel. 

+ 49-228-22-29-14. 
F. 


ax. 
+ 49-228-22-29-16. 


HOLLAND 
Vereniging 
Automatenhandel 
Nederland, Postbus 
210, 5240 AE 
Rosmalen, 
Nederlands. 
Secretary, Mrs. A. M. 
Kok. Tel. 
31-92-19156. Fax 
31-92-11286. 


IRELAND 
(NORTHERN) 
Northern Ireland 
Amusement Caterers 
Trade Association, 58 
Mallusk Road, Hyde 
Park Industrial Estate, 
Newtownabbey, Co. 
Antrim BT36 8PX, 
Northern Ireland. 
Secretary, J. Sander. 


7) 


OWITZERLAND 


CCME to 
expand in 
Europe 


THE Cleveland Coin Machine 
Exchange of Ohio is planning to 
expand its sales and operations 
into Europe with the 
establishment of a branch office 
in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
office is under the control of Mr. 
Marc Degani who will work with 
CCME’s European agent, 
Cofinco S.A., who will handle 
both Europe and the Middle East. 

During June and July, CCME 
President Ronald Gold was in 
Europe to consult with major 
supplier Ullrich Schulze of 
NSM/Léwen Automaten in 
Germany as CCME is a 
distributor of NSM. 

CCME is one of the largest 
distributors in the US with offices 
in Cleveland, Detroit, 
Indianapolis and Orlando from 
which it distributes Williams, 
Bally, NSM and American 
Technos. The company also 
represents many other 
manufacturers and maintains 
strong vending operations. The 
company has also been an 
innovator in the field of joint 
venture family amusement 
centres and “sports bars” 
operations. 


DENMARK 


DAB sets 
up annual 
meeting 


THE annual meeting of the 
Dansk Automat Brancheforening 
(DAB) the Danish trade 
association has been set for 
November 21 and 22, when 
hopefully the main topic will be 
the new laws which are 
anticipated to change the 
country’s slot machine operation 
radically. 

The first day of the meeting will 
probably be taken up with 
discussions and seminars and 
the second day the AGM itself 
electing new officers. 

In conjunction with the 
meetings there will be a small 
trade show. The event is to be 
held at Zealand. 
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No matter the country, Aristocrat knows At Aristocrat, we've had over 40 years 
that successful European Slot Operators don’t get experience supplying gaming products to the 
to the top by making decisions lightly. world’s toughest Operators who demand nothing 


When it comes to choosing a supplier for but ‘The Best’. Casinos know they can count on 
their slot installation, they want the very latest in Aristocrat's experience when it comes to getting 
sophisticated electronics, eye-catching artwork the most out of their marketplace, which is why 
and combinations that perform! they've made us Europe’s #1 supplier of slots. 


THE INTELLIGENT CHOICE 


ARISTOCRAT (UK) LTD Rookery Way, Hendon, London, NW9 6QH, England. Telephone: 44 81 205 9711 Telecopier: 44 81 205 2497 
Telex: 92216 ARISTO G. ARISTOCRAT LEISURE INDUSTRIES 85-113 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW 2018, Australia. 
Telephone: 61 2 693 0351 Telecopier: 61 2 693 1340 Telex: AA24323 AINDENT. ARISTOCRAT INC. 750-A South Rock Boulevard, Reno, 
NV 89502, USA. Telephone: 702 329 7767 Telecopier: 702 329 5646N. OFFICES AND AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
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HOLLAND 


lj|kwezen 
seeks more 
efficiency 


THE Dutch ljkwezen, the official 
testing organisation for coin 
operated games of chance, has 
been an autonomous association 
under the Nederlands 
Meetinstituut (NMi) since it was 
privatised in 1989. The NMi’s 
gaming division is managed by 
Mr. Gijs Lyklema and he and 
Jacques Schmit, consultant in the 
Tes-en Adviescentrum (TAC bv), 
both seek even greater 
efficiencies in the organisation 
and performance of the Ijkwezen. 

Mr. Lyklema has been 
manager of the gaming division 
since February of this year, 
previously having been a 
divisional head in the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs. Jacques 
Schmit has been well known in 
the ljkwezen for 12 years with the 
type approval section. 

The function of the ljkwezen is 
not to advise over the 
construction techniques used in 
producing machines, but to 
co-operate with and advise the 
organisations building them. “We 
receive a machine here from the 
applicant,” said Mr. Schmit, “and 
test it to see that it does not 
conflict with the authorities and 
with the law.” Confidentiality is, of 
course, important and is strictly 
observed. 

Usually approval takes about a 
week. Mr. Lyklema said: “We 
might suggest technical options 
to the client to speed things up 
still more. The preparation by the 
client is important; if his 
paperwork and information is well 
documented, then it helps get the 


News 


Mr. Gijs Lyklema of the NMi. 


machine through quickly.” 
Testing and approval is 
becoming more and more 
comprehensive and the material 
to be tested is increasingly 
intricate, but occasionally 
hold-ups do occur. Said Mr. 
Lyklema: “Authorisation may not 
be granted immediately. 
Technical defects hold up 
perhaps six per cent of the 
machines which come before 
us.” 

The rest of the work of the NMi 
is concerned with inspections 
with municipalities and other 
ordinances. It also keeps in touch 
with the Dutch coin machine 
trade association, the Vereniging 
Automatenhandel Nederland 
(VAN). 

The NMi looks forward to the 
influences of 1992 and is talking 
regularly with similar 
organisations in other countries 
through GREF, an international 
platform of rule-making institutes 
in European countries on 
gaming. In addition to the 
Netherlands, there are Denmark, 
the UK, Greece, Austria, Spain, 
France and Portugal in 
membership with the notable 
exception of Germany. 


Mr. Jacques Schmit, Mr. Lyklema, Mr. van Lisdonk and Mr. van der 
Doel, part of the NMi team. 
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- IRELAND 
(SOUTHERN) 

_ Irish Amusement — 

Trades Association, 

Unit 1, Anne Street, 

Wexford, S. Ireland. — 

Secretary, John 
Roche. Tel. +353 53 

E 4137 6. ‘i 


| ITALY 

SAPAR | | 
_ Sezioni Apparecchi 
_ per Pubbliche 


Attrazioni Ricreative, 


Via di Villa Patrizi 10, 
00161 Roma, Italy. 


Secretary, M. 


-Maneschi. Tel. +39 6 


440 3686. Fax + 39 2 


44027 18. 


; SINDAUT/CISL 
~Commercial address: 
‘Delle Acque 1-02100, 


Rieti. Tel. +39 
746-485732. Fax. 
+ 39 746-485733. 
Legal address: Via 
Ricasoli 15-50122, 
Firenze. Tel. +39 


— §5-284591. 
President, Serafino 


Maurizi. 


| JAPAN 


Japan Amusement 


~Machine | 


Manitifactarers’ 


Association, Room 
704, TBR Building, 


2-10-2 Nagata-Cho, 
Choyada Ward, 
Tokyo 100. Tel. +81 


3-493-2562. 


Amusement — 
Operators’ Union, 
Tonakai Building, 503 
Kanda Sakuma, 
Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo. 
Tel. 81-3-866-9371. 
Fax. 81-3-866-9389. 


Japan Amusement 
Park Equipment 


Association, Tsukasa — 


Building 10-3 


Shibuya, 1-chome, | 
_ Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 


150, Japan. 

Tel. 813-498 4768. 
President, Saburo 
Yamada. 


‘LUXEMBOURG 


Confederation du 
Commerce, - 

Luxembourgeois 
A.s.bl 23, Centre 


Allee-Scheffer, 


Luxembourg. 


UK 


12% of the 
arcades 
market 
gets new 
image 


THE largest amusement arcades 
business in the UK, Rank 
Amusements Ltd., with 12 per 
cent of the inland amusement 
centres market, has a new brand 
name. It is turning over large 
sections of its estate to the name 
and corporate identity of 
Quicksilver. 

The company has 130 
amusement centres in towns and 
cities inland and around 50 more 
in a variety of seaside locations. 
The inland locations are to 
receive the facelift with 25 new 
branded centres under the 
Quicksilver name in the next 
trading year and a further 35 in 
the following year. 

The town of Luton, 40 miles 
north of London is the test-bed for 
the new image. It has undergone 
a facelift to the arcade there 
costing £160,000 and after 
re-opening in June, the premises 
showed a steady 12 per cent 
improvement in takes up to the 
Official launch of the new brand 
name in August. 

There are 800 inland 
amusement centres in the UK 
and Rank is the largest operator. 
It built its business up over a five 
year period mainly through the 
purchase of the two major chains, 
Ladbroke and Showboat, each of 
which had their own images. This 
has now been refined by a 
12-month study and the import of 
some professional design 
people. 

The Quicksilver centre in Luton 
is a modern shop unit with clean 
lines in a principal high street 
location. The AWP machines are 
in separate sections, clearly 
defined by different stakes, 10p 
and 20p. SWP machines are 
located in a separate section, 
there is a bank of vending 
machines and there is a “video 
wall” of screens at the entrance 
to a separate video games room. 

Rank Amusements’ turnover in 
1990 exceeded £27m. 
(US$47m.) which was a 27 per 
cent increase on 1989. It has total 
assets of £36m. and operates 
11,000 machines. 
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MIDIGET | 


DISTRIBUTOR AUTOMATICO. 
|__ CHANGE MACHINE 2 


GETTONI LISCI GETTONI CON CANALI SIMMETRICI 
PLAIN TOKENS ROUND GROOVE TOKENS 


@ 


GETTONI CON SCANALATURE GETTONI CON DUE CANALI GETTONI A CHIAVE BREVETTATA 


A RIBASSO 2-ROUND GROOVE TOKENS KEY TOKENS, KEYED ONE SIDE 
DOUBLE RIMMED TOKENS 


@\ 


GETTONI CON SCANALATURE GETTONI CON TRE CANALI 


A AEZO 3-ROUND GROOVE TOKENS 
SINGLE RIMMED TOKENS 


GETTONI A CHIAVE BREVETTATA 


KEY TOKENS, KEYED BOTH 
SIDES 


| gettoni a chiave 
brevettata sono 
assolutamente inimitabili. 


The tokens with patented 
grooves are completely 
inimitable. 


Brevetto per invenzione n.1076733 
Brevetto per modello-domanda 

n. 20592 

Brevetto per modello n. 211783 


® MAGGI CONIATURE 

[M] A\(Es [CS ] VIA B. VERRO 37/A 
20141 MILANO (ITALY) 

El & (02) 846.59.41/2/3/4 
=— COONAN TUR Telex 313351 MAGICO I 


PRODUZIONE E COMMERCIO DAL 1927 FAX (+39).2 8467889 


mult 


pane 


se 


CLUSIVE TERRITORIES AVAILABLE. 


MASCHERINE VARI TIPI 
PER OGNI GETTONERIA | 
TOKEN KEY PLATES, ALL SIZES GETTONIERA ELETTRONICA PORTELLI 


AVAILABLE ELECTRONIC COIN ACCEPTOR MINI DOORS 


PULSANTI CON MASCHERINA 


GIA INSERITA DISTRIBUTORE CIRCOLARE DISTRIBUTORE UNIVERSALE 


PUSH BUTTONS ASSEMBLY WITH 
TOKEN KEY PLATE FITTED COMPACT HOPPER UNIVERSAL HOPPER 


Le mascherine in acciaio 
inox eliminano la 
possibilita di introdurre 
qualunque altro tipo di 
gettone. 
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The Stainless steel 
screen prohibit the 
introduction of all kinds of SERRATURE DI SICUREZZA 


coins SECURITY LOCKS 


AGENTI E RIVENDITORI ITALIANI 
PRODOTTI COIN CONTROLS 


SOLE ITALIAN DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR COIN CONTROLS PRODUCTS 


U.K. ASSOCIATE COMPANY: 
MAGGI COIN LTD., Warrington (G.B.). Tel: (0925) 837967. Fax: (0925) 837968. 


DISTRIBUTORS: 
SPAIN: HISPACOUNTER/SERVIVENT. Tel: (91) 2695306. Fax: (91) 2695300. 
FRANCE: STOQUERT ROBERT. Tel: 82857130. Fax: 82858763. 
BENELUX: SUZO INTERNATIONAL (NL). Tel: (010) 4766399. Fax: (010) 4779481. 
YUGOSLAVIA: IVEK. Tel: (041) 447008. Fax: (041) 440206. 


EuroSlot....... 24 


UK 


Eurocoin In 
Kortek push 


EUROCOIN, UK tokens and 
spares specialists, are on line to 
top sales of $5m in 1991, 
according to MD Nick Veitch. 

The Kortek monitor from the 
Seejoo Corporation, Korea, one 
of the lines being distributed by 
Eurocoin, is reaching new 
markets in the UK and across 
Europe where it is becoming 
recognised as a value for money 
commodity by SWP and video 
game manufacturers. 

In support of Eurocoin’s 
European promotion of Kortek, 
Seejoo’s President, Mr. H. G. Lee 
visited Eurocoin’s Barnet, 
London offices for strategical 
talks with Nick Veitch and 
technical manager, John Tickle. 
Mr. Veitch has also strengthened 
the tie by visiting the Seejoo 
premises in Korea. 


Mr. Supot Ongkhunarak and 
Freddy Milner. 


News 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Deith 
opens 
in Prague 


DEITH Leisure, UK distributors 
owned by Sega (Japan), have 
opened an office in Prague to be 
staffed by two Czech nationals 
domiciled in Switzerland. The 


office will be managed by Mr. 


Older Glett, who speaks several 
European languages. 

Named Deith Leisure Praha, 
the new company will share 
offices and warehousing with 
Vums, a recently privatised 
Czech company which was part 
of the Zavt computer group. 

Said Deith’s Ken Kennedy: 
“We will manufacture games 
from kits in Czechoslovakia. 
Maygay has produced a special 
machine for us for this market 
and we will handle the Sega 
Mega Tech System in Prague, 
along with a full range of 
amusement equipment, 
particularly gaming machines. 


UK 


HGM move 


LEADING pool table and music 
systems specialist Hazel Grove 
Music has moved to new offices 
within the company’s 
manufacturing division premises 
on Heaton Mersey Industrial 
Estate, Stockport, UK. The 
spares division is housed in an 
adjacent building. 


THAILAND 


Freddy 
in Bangkok 


FREDDY Milner of Bondeal, 
Hong Kong, is to open a joint 
venture operation in Bangkok. 

The new company, Siambond, 
will open in conjunction with Mr. 
Supot Ongkhunarak, a_ kiddie 
ride/video game operator in 
Thailand for 10 years who will 
investigate the possiblity of 
Opening another Flashback 
arcade in Bangkok, similar to the 
300-game amusement centre in 
Hong Kong. 


TRADE 
ASSOCIATIONS 


MALTA 
Amusement Trades 
Association, 11 
Marina Street, Pieta, 
Malta. Secretary, J. 
Said. 


NEW ZEALAND 
Amusement 
Operators Society, 
P.O. Box 14165, 
Hamilton, 

New Zealand. 


NORWAY 

Norsk 
Automatbransjefor- 
ening Noaf, Postboks, 
72, Bekkelaget, 0137 
Oslo 1, Norway. 
Vice-President, Ole 
Imerslund. 

Tel. + 47-2-99- 16-16. 
Fax. +47-2-99-12-46. 


SPAIN 
FACOMARE, Paseo 


de la Castellana 93, 
10 a Planta, 28046 
Madrid, Spain. 
Secretary, J. 
Sanchez-Fayos. Tel. 
+34 1 455 5200. Fax 
+34 1 555 7873. 


SWITZERLAND 

- Verband der 
Schweizerischen 
Automatenbranche, 
Gubelstrasse 28, 
8050 Zurich, 
Switzerland. 


UK 

British Amusement 
Catering Trades 
Association, BACTA 
House, 122 Clapham 
Common North Side, 
London SW4 9SP. 
Tel. + 44 71 228 
4107. Fax +4471 
223 0257. 


USA 

Amusement and 
Music Operators’ 
Association, 401 
North Michigan 
Avenue, Illinois, USA 
60611. Tel. 
1-312-644-6610. Fax. 
1-312-321-6869. 


Silverline 
hits 


Poland 


CABINET specialist Silverline 
Amusement Machine Company 
has supplied video machines to 
Poland and solved the problem of 
fraud by introducing an infra-red 
remote control system for 
payment. 


Break-ins are presenting a 
problem in Poland when using 
coins or tokens so Silverline’s 
Geoff Kebbell, in conjunction with 
Mark Scotford: of The Service 
Centre, London, provided the 
infra-red device which handles up 
to 10 machines with separate 
codes so monies for credits can 
be paid over the counter. The 
machines are activated by a 
remote control system. 


Machines sent out to Poland 
are standard Silverline midis. The 
company has also added a new 
cabinet to its range—the Midi 
Pedestal (above) with “extremely 
visible” top coin entry to reduce 
fraud possibilities. 
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Working closer in Europe 


Work with the team that’s already firmly established as the European innovators 
and it can mean new opportunities, new business and new profits. 


DMD and Belgium Amusements have formed a new co-operation to help you 
achieve success in Europe. There will be new products, new levels of service, 
new deals to be made. 


You can have all this, and more, right on your doorstep when you deal with 


the specialists. 
EBAC= 


Lange Leemstraat 187, 18 Antwerpen, Belgium. 


Unit 1, 97 Victoria Road, North Acton, London, U.K. Tel: 03-239-3079 Fax: 03-230-7865 
Tel: 081-965-6364 Fax: 081-963-0398 Blankenberge Fax: 050-41-1181 


Photograph shows from left to right Tan Choudhry of Elton, Eddie 


News 
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Le-Hart and Tim Batstone of HB Leisure shortly after installation and 
commissioning of the Arabian Derby. 


UK 


Camels at 
the Caverns 


HB Leisure runs six amusement 
arcades in Wales, the largest and 
most unusual of which is the 
Palace Fun Centre at Rhyl with 
30,000 square feet. It houses one 
of the best redemption displays in 
the UK and also the Knights 
Caverns audio-visual show which 
attracted 100,000 visitors in its 
first year in 1990. A_ recent 
extension to the arcade has 
permitted HB Leisure to install an 
Arabian Derby game, a sister to 
the Kentucky Derby built by Elton 
Fabrications. The Arabian Derby 
comes in 12, 15 or 18-player 
units and players roll balls up a 
playfield into numbered holes 
and the higher the score the 
further along a track their camel 
moves towards the finishing post 
and a prize. 


HONG KONG 


Starchamp 
on move 


HONG KONG’S Starchamp Ltd., 
the supplier of video game 
systems, chassis, power supplies 
and monitors, has moved its 
offices to a new location. From 
July 15 it was located at Room 
1102, Park-In Commercial 
Centre, 56 Dundas Street, 
Mongkok, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 
The telephone number is 
852-710 9111 and the FAX 
number 852-781 0519. 


USA 


Preparing 
for pinball 
extravaganza 


THE largest turnout ever at the 
annual Pinball Expo is expected 
at this year’s event, due to be 
held at the Ramada Inn at 
Rosemont, Chicago from 
October 25 to 27, 1991. 

Promoter Robert Berk said that 
manufacturers, operators and 
enthusiasts will all be taking part 
from all parts of the world, 
including the Far East. The 
highlight will be a tour of the Bally 
factory and seminars run by Joe 
Kaminkow of Data East. There 
will also be a “firing line” 
discussion with a panel which will 
include Gil Pollock (Premier), Joe 
Dillon (Bally) and Gary Stern 
(Data East). 


GERMANY 


Gauselmann 
expands 


THE Gauselmann organisation 
has opened its_ sixth 
establishment in the former East 
Germany, in Rodstock. It also 
has bases in Dresden, Leipzig, 
Magdeburg, Ménchenholz- 
hausen, near Erfurt and Berlin. Its 
Merkur service company has a 
branch in Chemnitz. 


DATA 


EuroRAG 
aims 
at 100 


EURORAG, the 
new amusements 
exhibition aimed at 
travelling showmen, 
carnivals and the 
1,200 seaside 
amusement 
arcades in the UK, 
has made a bright 
start towards the 
target of 100 
companies set by 
promoter Michael 
Shefras of 1st AMS. 
The show is Set for 
January, next year 
and so far 24 
companies have 
made firm bookings 
and another 20 are 
said to be in the 
process of 
confirming 
positions. The 
confirmed 
companies are: 
Manning 
International, Barry 
Roden Inflatables, 
PCP, Crompton, 
PMS, UDC, KW 
Systems, Deith 
Leisure, Harper 
Signs, Prestrim, 
Camlock, Elton 
Fabrications, Morris 
Shefras and Sons, 
Electrocoin, Ace 
Novelty, Brent 
Walker Leisure, 
Kathleen and 
Hazel, Cummins- 
Allison, Bell-you 
Trading, GB Cutlery, 
Manson Reed, 


| World’s Fair, ESU, 


Blackpool Stage 
Works, Arbiter 
Leisure, Wellow and 
Idees Loisirs. 


PSD’s 
special 


PSD, part of the 
Amiro Group and 
importers of 
Williams and Bally, 
is implementing a 
new one year 
guarantee scheme 
to special clients on 
the Williams pinball 
machine. 


FRANCE 


aoa is Y 

in Paris 

THE 1991 final of the 
Superleague Pinball 
Championship took place near 
Paris at Port Marly, with Stan 
McKenna, who had made a 
special trip from England, as 
spectator. 

But the real mastermind behind 
this national final was Pierrick 
Danjou, from Superleague 
France, who have today cornered 
“approximately five per cent of 
the French machine game 
market. And between 63 per cent 
and 65 per cent of the pinball 
market.” And the Superleague 
Championship really proved the 
point. More and more French 
operators are getting involved in 
pinball games and in organising 
tournaments. Which led Pierrick 
Danjou to remark: “We want to 
see pinball games succeed, and 
we want to see our colleagues in 
the business succeed too. We 
don’t want to be greedy and take 
the whole market!” 


JAPAN 


JAMMA 
exhibitors 


EXHIBITORS taking part in the 
JAMMA show in Tokyo at the 
Tokyo Ryutsu Centre (TRC) from 
October 2-3 include: Able Corp.; 
Asahi Engineering; Asahi Seiko; 
Atlus; Banpresto; Capcom; 
Daisen Sansho; Data East; 
EuroSlot; Hope; Irem Corp., 
Jaleco Limited, Kaga Denshi; 
Kansaiseiki Seisakusho 
(KASCO); Kato Amusement; 
Kato Mfg.; Kawakusu; Komaya; 
Konami; Masago Industrial; 
Namco; Nihon Gorakuki; Nippo; 
Nippn Conlux; Okamoto Mfg.; 
Rollertron; Sammy _ Industries; 
Sanwa Denshi; Sega 
Enterprises; Seimitsu Shoji; 
Sigma Inc.; SNK; Soshiyo; 
Sunaga Kaihatsu; Sunwise; 
Taito; Taiyo Jidoki; Tasko; 
Tecmo; Togo Japan; Token; 
Tokyo ACA; Universal Sales; 
UPL; Yuei and Zen International. 
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renowned for mechanical excellence 
and reliability. 7 
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These are 
the tables 
which set the 
standard 
wherever pool 
is played, be it 
for reliability, 
play appeal 

or techno- 
logical 
advance. 
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Distributed by Associated Leisure Sales 


\ mes 
Seen in Mexico for the exhibition there, 
Freddie Milner of Bondeal holding court 
in a restaurant with a phalanx of Central 
and South American contacts and our 
own Shirley Wrigley. Among the diners 
are Bill Beckham of Red Baron USA, 
Alex Perner of Belam in Argentina, Juan 
Faisca from Argentina, Jozsef Arguedas 
from El Salvador, Jairo Hernan Hoyos 
Rendon from Columbia, Abraham Milan 
from Mexico and Roberto Hernandez 
from Mexico. 


Enjoying themselves modestly in a 
Mexican bar during the show in that 
country recently are Frank Ballouz from 
Fabtek in the USA, Gil Pollock of 
Premier and Jim Roberts of James 
Industries, who looks a little more 
interested in sucking the lemon which 
came with his gin! 


Under cover 


> The theme of this month’s column is the Far East where 
there has been a great deal of activity in our industry 
recently > China, around 200 of the 290 video 
game centres have been closed by the authorities due to 
the playing of video gambling machines and what are 
regarded as risque machines, such as and 
This is not helped by schoolchildren being 
permitted to play the games. The 90 or so arcades left open 
are in hotels and government controlled parks. A further 
is expected elsewhere in China, particularly in 
where there are an estimated 10,000 video 
gaming machines operating, supplied by Taiwan 
companies and their Hong Kong counterparts who 
REREPERS into China as computer PCBs and even in 
the walls of shipping containers. Corruption is said to be 
rampant in China and cheap gambling PCBs costing 
copies of course, are easy to smuggle and 
get a return on capital in seven to 10 days » A long, on- 
going battle against gambling goes on in Taiwan, the 
Republic of China as it Is called officially and jokingly the 
Republic of Casinos. it is thought that Taiwan is the biggest 
market for big gaming machines made by 

The law is ambiguous, suggesting that the machine 
does not gamble, only people gamble, so the onus is on 
the police to prove gambling. With corruption a major 
problem that is difficult to stop. At one police station near 
the domestic airport there is said to be a “mountain of 
gambling machines topped by a 
21 for all to see”. Locations full of slots and video gambling 
machines are common and the 
are popular ® The news in the last issue tha 
was permitting juke boxes again is 
supplemented by further intelligence that large games, 
such as sit-down driving games in department stores, are 
being permitted again. So are kiddie rides. We are told that 
is doing well there. Other TV 
games are still not permitted, however ®» We hear that the 
business in ‘Aue is still badly hit from a deep 
recession and with the two main distributors dictating 
prices because of a monopoly which even covers the 
import of used PCBs, operators are being hurt. The latter 
situation is being challenged in the courts ® We hear that 
Chinese operators have opened the first arcade in 
in the capital Is the price of play 
three yak tails? >» we hear that the 
biggest operator of games, New Guinea Vending, is doing a 
rip-roaring trade in ‘satelite TV installations and seems to 
have little time for the good old amusement machine 
industry any more, so times must be bad there too » In 
we hear that there is the possibility of a world 
record, the largest number of arcades under one roof. In 
Kuala Lumpur’ there are 15 games 
rooms with around 700 games between them, which 
suggests to us lots of competition and slim pickings for the 
operators there ® And there is news in this issue of tough 
new laws on the arcades in 
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Under cover 


Moving over to the US we are delighted to report the birth of a 
second son for Atari Games’ director of marketing Mary 
Fujihara and her husband Glenn. The addition is David Jiro 
who was five pounds 11 ounces. He has a four-year-old 
brother, Adam. Mary should be back on duty at Atari on 
October 1...» The Australian industry is bewildered by an 
anonymously-published newsletter named Nemesis which is 
going the rounds of operators. The content is a scurrilous, 
slanderous and positively vile attack on some of the principal 
personalities in the Australian distribution business. We know, 
we've seen it. No-one knows the author because it is FAXed to 
operators and the return number is removed. The sole rights 
issue in Australia is well documented and is being pursued 
through the right channels. The tactics of Nemesis are beneath THE face that’s running the Polish 
contempt ... »When a fire broke out in the Hotel Lisboa casino show in 1992. Gerry Robinson, as 


in Macau on August 7, the alarms brought out the fire brigade revealed in our September issue, is 
from Eurotrade Exhibitions of 


and the special police tactical unit with sub machine guns in Worcester, England. He will be 
case of a major robbery. In fact it was a genuine fire in a staff putting together the second Polish 
rest area which was put out by the hotel security people before piveaetlesy er paletes ‘i rs held 

; : : . at the Palace of Culture and Science 
the firemen and police arrived. The best of it was that the 400 in Warsaw from April 11 to 14 next 
gamblers present ignored the alarms and carried on playing! year. 


... )The news that Shane Breaks was leaving Atari Games 
came as a major surprise to the industry, as most people 
expected him to revert to international sales with Mike Taylor 
coming back in from the consumer games division to head up 
coin-op domestic sales. Now Mike has apparently 
responsibility for it all, although the word is that more 
developments are on the way. Most of the industry expected 
Fabtek’s Frank Ballouz to take on the Atari job. The knock-on 
effect, of course, moves to Namco, a company which until a 
couple of years ago owned Atari Games and therefore it is a 
company with which Mr. Breaks is very comfortable. He rejoins 
his old Atari running mate Kevin Hayes although Shane will 
spend most of his time in Europe. Another big-name company 
in the news is Sega which has appointed George Kieffer as a 
director of both Sega Europe HERE'S a real piece of 
and Deith Leisure and deputy coin-operated “amusement”. At 
chairman of Sega Copenhagen Airport recently, we 
Amusements Europe. This spotted anew kind of coin-operated 
: vending machine. It dispensed a 
should hopefully bring measure of beer depending upon 
together the two Sega how many loose coins you have in 


interests in Europe under your pocket. 


directi >A We all end up after a visit to a 
CT ey country with odd coins and nothing 


retired Las Vegas resident, to do with them. With the new 
who requested anonymity, vender, you can use a mixture of 


; Danish, Swedish, or Norwegian 
broke the world nickel slot kroner, German marks or British 


jackpot record on August 3 coins and it will indicate to you how 
when he hit a “Nevada much beer it will buy. If you want to 


. ” . go ahead you press a button. 
Nickels” progressive for The machine has Bean 


$401,540 at Mahoney’s Silver _ appropriately named the Loose 
Nugget in Las Vegas. Change Bar. 
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UK’s LARGEST RANGE OF VIDEO CABINETS 
ARCADE 26in. CLASSIC 20in. 


Styled for arcade locations where Striking designs that suit most 
space 1s not limited. locations. 


pees Hl 77cm. 
avice Base 
D 74cm. 


H 155cm. ; * 
W 57cm. § | ae 
D 76cm. rg 


COMPACT 20in. 


Superb quality and style for locations where space is limited. 
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H 173cm. { H 171cm. 
W 83cm. yh af W 92cm. 
D 158cm. | ie at D 158cm. 


Smaller version of the standard, Successful 2 player version suitable for For locations where standing 
for locations where space may be most games, Optional display box play ts preferred. 
limited. available. 


SEE OUR NEW PRODUCTS AT THE AL PREVIEW STAND NO. 26 
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Unit 11, Gelderd Trading Estate, Brown Lane West, Leeds LS12 6BD, England. 
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OVER the past year there has been 
seen within the European coin 
machine community the growth of 
an elitist class. At the Euromat 
meeting in May a French delegate 
referred to the “rich countries and 
the poor countries” meaning, at that 
time, the countries with legalised slot 
machines and those without. At the 
EuroSlot Conference in Amsterdam 
in June, Europe was divided 
between the “haves” and the “have 
nots”, again differentiating between 
the countries with legalised slots and 
those without. 

Our “elitist class”, therefore, could 
be argued to consist of the 
Germans, the British, the Spanish, 
Dutch and Belgians. 

And perhaps, shortly, the Danes. 

The Danes are holding their 
breath for a new law; perhaps one 
might argue that they have been 
holding their breath for so long they 
should have expired. But this time it 
really looks as though it might 
happen. All of the “vibes” are good, 


_ Denmark 
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Country report 


a small but strong trade association 
has talked with the government and 
appears to have been listened to, 
public acceptance of slot machines 
is reasonable and the stakes and 
prizes levels talked about may not 
exactly inspire riches, but are 
acceptable. 

The key to it all is the way the 
Dansk Automat Brancheforening, 
the DAB, has handled itself. The 
association, under Tom Hansen, 
has adopted a policy of talking with 
the interested parties not purely from 
a self-centred point of view, but has 
been ready to accept and 
sympathise with the standpoint of 
the other guy. Which means that in 
its delicate negotiations with the 
restaurant associations, the 
association representing the bar 
owners and with the government, it 
has been prepared to give 
something back. 

Perhaps that is how it came to 
know so much about what is in its 
government's mind on the new laws. 


One of Europe’s smaller countries hopes to join 
the ‘big league’ of coin machine communities with 


new laws on payouts. 
DAVID SNOOK assesses the Danish situation. 


If it happens, then it will be in the 
next session of the Danish 
Parliament in October. And if it 
happens, Denmark will become one 
of the elitist class of “rich countries”. 

That does not make it big, of 
course. Our elitist class does not 
demand density of population nor of 
machines in order to qualify for its 
ranks. Denmark, after all, has but 
five million people and 20 per cent of 
them in the capital, Copenhagen, 
which is where we found the 
organisation which has put so much 
into getting Denmark into, hopefully, 
a position of strength this year. 

Kaj Harders of Dansk Grammofon 
Automat at Redovre, just outside 
Copenhagen is a “big operator” in 
Denmark, with 600 pieces of 
equipment in his route. The average 
would be nearer 50 and there are 
many with no more than four or five 
pieces. 

Kaj came into the industry in 1970 
with Jan Pedersen from Sweden 
who was at that time setting up the 


a tS 


Scandinavian Bally companies 
which were to make such a mark on 
the industry in that region at the 
time. A Dane, Kaj was instrumental 
in setting up the Danish Bally 
Automater. The series of companies 
in Norway, Sweden, Finland and 
Denmark were subsequently sold 
off, but it had brought Kaj into the 
industry and he has since gone on to 
establish himself as a leading 
international personality in the 
business. 

He came to head the DAB as 
President and subsequently 
represented his country at Euromat, 
but today he sees himself as advisor 
to the organisation, which is headed 
by Tom Hansen, of the family 
operating company of C.A.H. 
Spilleautomater in Copenhagen. 


They and their committee, 
representing the 75 members of 
DAB, have set up the organisation 
which has talked with the interested 
parties which may have _ brought 
Denmark out of relative coin 
machine obscurity and into the 
realms of those countries with 
strong, workable and profitable laws. 

Right now the country has payout 
machines, 1,600 of them and strictly 
according to the regulations, it is 
perfectly feasible for anyone to 
install them anywhere, subject to 
police permission. The key to it is in 
the latter phrase. To operate a slot 
machine police permission is 
necessary and the police simply 
don’t give permission in many 
instances. 

A bar, a cafe or an hotel are 
acceptable locations. Arcades too 
but arcades are few and far 
between, with perhaps only 10 with 
more than 20 pieces of equipment in 
the entire country. Seaside arcades, 
as such are virtually unknown and 
Kaj Harders’ DGA operates the 
largest in the country at the resort 
area of Falster where they have a 
90-machine arcade called Marielyst, 
or Mary’s Pleasure. They also have 
the only arcade in Copenhagen, with 
60 machines, part of a cinema 
complex. 

Current slot machine operating 
comes under an old restaurants law 
which permits play with local police 
permission, on 25 gre (US5c) but the 
passage of time has seen the 
industry take it upon itself to 
compensate for inflation with 
unopposed increases up to 50 ore 
(10c). The payout limit remains at 
1,200 tokens maximum, which are 
still rated at the 25 ore value, so the 
token value at its maximum is 300 
Kroner (US$50). The player may 
use the tokens only to play more 
games, although in Tivolis 
(amusement parks and fairgrounds) 


Country report 


Kaj Harders, one of the leading 
personalities in the Danish coin 
machine industry. 


< 


Tom Hansen, who heads the Dansk 
Automat Brancheforening. 


he may use them to pay for small 
snacks such as hot dogs or ice 
cream. 

The price of this limited form of 
slot machine is very high. The 
operator has to pay 22 per cent VAT, 
effectively a turnover tax, from the 
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top of his cashbox earnings. Then 
he has to pay a community tax to the 
local authority for the right to operaic 
and this tax is fixed by the 
community and varies wildly from 
place to place. It could be as low as 
5,000 Kroner or as much as 40,000 
Kroner, although in Copenhagen 
itself the current rate is 16,000. 

A heavy price to pay which does 
not make for an expansive industry, 
but all that might hopefully change if 
the indications coming back to the 
DAB from government sources are 
correct. 

According to Tom Hansen, what is 
on the cards is a law very much as 
the DAB has recommended it. It 
would appear that instead of the 
current situation where one machine 
is permitted per site, as many as 
three would be acceptable, based 
upon the permission already in place 
for the current single machine. 

The operator would be free to mix 
those three machines between slots, 
video games and pinball as he sees 
fit. Juke boxes are outside the 
regulation and hopefully, electronic 
darts games would be too. This in 
theory could result in the current 
1,600 pieces in slot machine terms 
rising to as high as 4,500, although 
most sites will seek a degree of 
variety. 

The DAB has had to work hard to 
convince the authorities that games 
are not already too prolific. "We 
have set up meetings with the police 
to establish a rapport,” said Tom 
Hansen, “and it has come back to us 
constantly that they see the industry 
as flooding sites with machines. 
That was true five or six years ago, 
when people were putting as many 
as 10 machines into a cafe. The 
police reckon, rightly, that it changed 
the cafe from a cafe with machines 
to an arcade with a cafe and that is 


Size of 
Danish 
coin 
machine 
market 
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‘what they kept throwing at us. In 
reality, the industry found its own 
level some time back and the 
number of machines in cafes had 
already dropped to two or three. So 
we are happy to concur with the 
police that a reduction in the number 
of machines is a good thing—we 
already have it in practice.” 


It would mean, of course, that the 
community tax, presently not 
payable on video games, pinball or 
darts games, would come into that 
bracket but this is regarded by the 
industry as an acceptable price to 
pay for regularising the industry. 
Juke boxes would remain apart from 
the limit on the number of machines 
on site and from the community tax. 
In any case, another facet of the law 
would be the standardising of the tax 
to one figure, irrespective of where 
the location is and it is expected by 
the DAB to be lower than the 16,000 
Kroner currently payable in 
Copenhagen. 


The tokens will remain and the 
industry is pressing to have at least 
the right to use those tokens for 
goods, for food in cafes and 
restaurants and for drinks, to extend 
slightly the rights currently available 
in Tivolis. The industry is, as usual 
on the tokens issue, split. Kaj 
Harders would see the removal of 
them altogether in favour of 
cash-in-cash-out, but Tom Hansen 
sees benefits to the business in 
keeping the value of the tokens 
within the operators’ hands. They 
seek other regulations too, the 
indication on the machine of the 
name of the operator, for example, 
although they are not seeking laws 
on the percentage payouts of 
machines. “It is at 75 per cent to 80 
per cent-right now,” said Kaj, “but 
there is no regulation on this. The 
industry has found its own level. If 
we left it to the police to decide, they 
would probably say 50 per cent, but 
we all know the players would not 
use the machines if they were so 
mean.” 

It is anticipated that the Dantest 
system, a_half-government-half- 
independent organisation respon- 
sible for testing machines for their 
legality and acceptability, will 
remain. 

Denmark’s slot machines are 
undeniably of American influence. 
They look like Nevada slots and play 
very much like them with the 
exception that traditionally, the 
Danish slot has hold buttons. There 
is surprisingly no love for the 
German wall-style machines, 
considering that the two countries 
are close neighbours, and of the 
surrounding countries perhaps 
Holland has the most influence over 
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Copenhagen, a typical Danish fruit 
machine, built by one of the leading 
manufacturers, Compu-Game A/S 


of Esbjerg. 


Denmark’s coin machines. 

The 75 members of the DAB 
represent 90 per cent of the 
industry. There are 125 operators in 
total but the remainder are so small 
as to represent insignificant 
numbers of machines. There are few 
manufacturers, of whom 
Compu-Game at Esbjerg is perhaps 
the best known outside the country 
having had significant success with 
its little Yatzy wall machines in the 
early 1970s. The company still 
manufactures machines for 
Denmark and for export. Its principal 
Vagen Buchwald is very export 
conscious and is known for his 
expertise in this direction. 

Another significant manufacturer 
is Dansk Automat Expert AS of 
Brabrand, Jutland, run by Kim 
Elgark, who makes slot machines for 
Denmark as well as rebuilds them. 

The distributors can be counted 
on the fingers of one hand, with Kaj 
Harders' own Dansk Grammofon 
Automat handling. NSM Lowen, 
Egholm Automater looking after 
Wurlitzer and also Williams in 
conjunction with Compu-Game and 
JK Automat. There are few 
dedicated video games because 
there are few arcades and the 
majority are in the format of PCBs 
brought in by just about everyone 
for use in universal cabinets. Pinball 
games are quite strong in Denmark 
and are making a_e steady 


comeback. Pool tables are virtually 
unknown because the country was 
flooded with bar billiards games 
years ago which tended to destroy 
the market. 

Price of play on non-slots is 
reasonable. Of the 3,000 juke 
boxes, 160 of them of the CD variety 
and growing fast, price of play 
stands at three kroner (40c), or two 
for five kroner, five for 10 kroner. On 
pinball the price is three kroner 
which most insist is too low for the 
high price of modern games and 
some are trying for five kroner but 
finding public opposition. Video 
games work on the same price 
principle as juke boxes. 


The biggest boost for the industry 
in recent years came ten months 
ago when the 20 kroner coin was 
introduced. This has a value of 
around $3 and it has had the effect 
of boosting machine takes 
considerably. Kaj Harders found that 
in his own operation where in March 
1990 his collections from video 
games and pinball combined beat 
his income from slots by 20 per cent 
in March of 1991 the figure had 
switched around so that slots were 
showing 125 per cent better than 
amusements. This was principally 
through the 20 kroner coin and as 
much as 40 per cent of the total take 
from all machines is in 20 kroner 
coins. | 

If the industry has a problem it is 
one common in the coin machine 
industry with its practice of cash 
handling—a black economy. Some 
site-owners will insist that before 
giving permission for an operator to 
install a machine there must be 
agreement on “skimming”, or 
sharing some of the profits before 
making book entries on the 
remainder for tax purposes. The 
black economy is frowned upon by 
DAB and officially deplored, but 
short of elaborate metering and a 
government inspectorate, it is hard 
to see how it will be defeated. 

But that would appear to be the 
only problem facing Denmark at 
present, apart from that of funding 
the high cost of continual European 
representation at Euromat from only 
75 members. It is a well organised 
association—by far the best 
organised in all Scandinavia—with 
what looks like being the best 
organised slots laws in the region. 

If DAB gets what it has worked for 
and what appears to be acceptable 
to its government, Denmark is 
poised to achieve what its operators 
have long sought, a concise and 
profitable law on payout machines 
which will enable the country to take 
its place among the more privileged 
in the European business. 
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28 - tel. 1/782580 - fax 1/784921 e HANTAREX DEUTSCHLAND: D-5230 Altenkirchen Siegenerstrasse 23 - tel. 2681/3041-2 - fax 2681/7222 * HANTAREX HELLAS: Ellinikon, Athens - 35, 
Ippokratos St. - tel. 1/9910950 - fax 1/9932801 e HANTAREX SOVIET UNION: 117342 Moscow - 36, Obrouchev St. - tel. 95/3342974 - fax 95/4202250 ©e HANTAREX HUNGARIA: 1154 Budapest 
- Bankui U 67-69 - tel. 1/1832366-1631803 - fax 1/1145965 e HANTAREX CORPORATION OF AMERICA: Schaumburg - IL. 60195 - A-1261 Wiley Road - tel. 708/8437226-8437344 ¢ HANTAREX 
JAPAN: ‘Tokyo 104 - Dai Nihon P.R. Centre BLDG - 3-8 Irifune - 2 Chome - tel. 3/5550831 ¢ HANTAREX H.K.: 6/F., Tung Hip Comm’! bldg. - 244-248 des Voeux Road C., HONG KONG - ‘Tel. 
8537602-3 - fax 8152903 
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AMUSEMENT MACHINES TECHNOLOGY (A.M.T.) CO., LTD. 
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c oC a = es 8 i sor @& ss = 8 &« & ® ® ow @ @ &@ G@ = s 8 => 
BOM DLS SS RS ET NS ES SR SS = 2 Teticmnnts sm: 


PU aI 
19 6 


HOO REMEL 
Foe 03 2) 


(ea So US 
fg ites Ceathes)| mile) ius 


_ SELECT A CARD 


WHIEH 15 HIGHER THAN DFALER‘S 


— PLAY EXTRA DRA 


TF ES aa) 
1 $994 Sip 
rede 

4 fe 4}) 

APU; 


WINNER? 


_ PRESS COLLECT. 


FOR AMUSEMENT ONLY 


AMUSEMENT MACHINES TECHNOLOGY (A.M.T.) CO., LTD. 


No. 26-2 Room D2-203, Wu Chuan 2nd Road, Wu-Ku Industrial Park, 242 — Taipei, Taiwan 
Tel: 886-2-299-4692 Fax: 886-2-299-4687 


GAMES FOR AMUSEMENT ONLY NOT FOR SALE OR USE UN ANY PLACE WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW 


Legislation 


Twelve country 
Survey of coin 
machine 
legislation 


Michael F. Mellor 


Austria Belgium Germany 


SILZ 
ZX 


Great Britain Irish Republic Italy 


Netherlands 


Spain USSR 


FOLLOWING EuroSlot’s first European legislation survey 
published in October 1990 we have now updated our 
chart and added a further three countries to its ranks: 
Norway, the USSR and Malta. 

The tumultuous effects of world politics in the past 12 
months have resulted in sweeping changes across 
Europe which will inevitably result in new legislative 
procedures, particularly in eastern European countries, 
once the dust settles. 3 

As laws relating to the coin-operated games industry 
change, or indeed are created for the first time, the new 
dates will be relayed to EuroSlot by one of our on-the- 
Spot reporters keeping our readers abreast of 
developments as they happen. 

The 12 country survey which follows reveals the 
legislative situation in those countries where information 
is available today. 


Section One: Selling and Operating 


1. Is it necessary to obtain a licence or some other form of 
consent before a person or firm can legally carry on the 
business of selling and/or operating coin-operated machines? 


2. If such a consent is required: 
a) to which authority has the application to be 
made? 


b) if consent is granted only for a limited period, 
how often does it have to be renewed? 


C) if a fee is payable for consent, 
what is the amount? 


d) is it possible, when a consent has been granted, 


for the authority to cancel it before it is due to 
expire? 


e) if so, in what circumstances can consent be 
cancelled? 


f) if an application for the grant or renewal of consent 
is refused, or if consent is for some reason withdrawn, 
is there a right of appeal to a higher authority? 


3. if the answers above apply only to certain classes of 
machines, are they: 

a) machines giving a cash payout or offering 

prizes in the form of goods? 


b) machines on which a successful player receives 
only the right to play one game or further 
games free of charge? 


Cc) machines (excluding juke boxes) which are 
_ played for amusement only and on which no 
prizes of any kind can be won? 


Section 2: Premises 


4. Is it necessary to obtain a licence or other form of consent in 
respect of premises which it is proposed to use as an 
amusement arcade? 


5. Is it necessary to obtain a licence or other consent in respect 
of the following classes of premises in which it is proposed to 
install one or more machines? 

a) cafes and restaurants 


6. If the answer to question 4 and/or 5 is Yes: 
a) to which authority must application be made? 
b) if a fee is payable what is the amount? 
C) is consent given for an indefinite period? 


d) if not, how often must it be renewed? 


e) when application is made, is consent given as 
of right, or may it be refused? 


f) if consent is refused, is there a right of appeal? 


g) does the consent limit the number of machines 
that may be installed on the premises? 


h) is the operation of machines forbidden 
in premises near a school, church, etc.? 


Section 3: General 


7. What is the age limit, if any, below which juveniles: 
a) are forbidden to enter premises in which machines 
are installed? 


b) are allowed to enter such premises but are forbidden 
to play on the machines? 


8. Are there any restrictions on the placing of machines in the 


open air, e.g. public parks and gardens which are accessible to 
juveniles? 


9. Are individual types of machines subject to testing and 
approval by some official body before they may be operated? 


10. Are the laws governing the sale and operation of machines 
the same throughout the country or do they vary from region to 
region? 


11. Other comments 


Legislation 


AUSTRIA BELGIUM GERMANY GREAT BRITAIN 


Yes 


IRISH REPUBLIC 


Operating 


Yes 


Yes (with some Yes Yes 


exceptions) 


City or City or county authority. 
cou nty Licence to operate in 


Gaming Board District court 


Provincial government city where machine is 


authority (payouts only) 


Every five years 
, Differs from town to , +a 
Differs fromtownto | sown (arcade licence Initial fee £2,820 
town (approx. 50 DM) 500-2000 DM) Renewal £1,104 


Repeated and serious offences 
against the practices of the profession 


Annually 


. ght, Approximately 
Unlimited every 2 years 

Approx. Approx. 0$1200 for one 
OS 5000 year and one machine 


Only after illegal actions 


Ss 
Ss 
Ss 
S 
Ss 
Ss 
Ss 
S 


Ye 
Ye 
Ye 
Ye 
Ye 
Ye 
Ye 


Infringement of the law 


No 
(apart from right to go to court) 


Apply to all AWPs or games of 
chance 


Yes 


Yes 


Planning permission required 


Yes from local authority 


x 
n 


se 
n 


: 
” 


Yes 


Local authority or licensing justices in 
Administration of city or county case of pubs and other licensed Local authority 
premises 


Provincial government 


Varies in each of the nine regions Approx. 30 DM 


ap) 
NO 
on 


Depends on size of premises 


Can be but not less than three years Y 


14>) 
” 


Can be refused 


Can be refused Can be refused Can be refused 


Approx. two years 


Lr ee ee machines are not allowed in 


Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
these premises 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 


Ye 
Planning consent in arcades, local 
authority for single sites 
No (but in some cases arcades are not 
allowed near schools or churches) 


18 d No legal limit; BACTA has own 
(arcades) under-16 policy for inland 
arcades 


Y 


140) 
” 


Varies in each of the nine regions 


” 


Varies in each of the nine regions 


No age limit to play video games 


16 minimum to .play gaming 


Must be 18 to play on bingos machines 


Varies in each of the nine regions 
g and one-balls 


Forbidden 


. . . . 
. 


Gaming machines—yes 
Video games—no 


Yes AWPs must be approved Payouts tested and licensed by | No, but Gaming Board opinion often 
Federal Bureau) sought on new features, etc. 


Vary from 


Yes local authorities 
have the power to adopt 
or rescind national legislation 


Same 


Same region to Same 


region 


Same except for tax regulations 


Payouts operated for maximum of 4 years. 
Juveniles under 16 cannot play video games 
without adult supervision. Maximum of 10 payouts 
allowed in arcades (15 sq. mtrs. for each) 


Section One: Selling and Operating 


1. Is it necessary to obtain a licence or some other form of 
consent before a person or firm can legally carry on the 
business of selling and/or operating coin-operated machines? 


2. If such a consent is required: 
a) to which authority has the application to be 
made? 


b) if consent is granted only for a limited period, 
how often does it have to be renewed? Annually 
C) if a fee is payable for consent, 


) 

d) is it possible, when a consent has been granted, 
for the authority to cancel it before it is due to 
expire? 


e) if so, in what circumstances can consent be 
cancelled? 


f) if an application for the grant or renewal of consent 
is refused, or if consent is for some reason withdrawn, 
is there a right of appeal to a higher authority? 


3. if the answers above apply only to certain classes of 
machines, are they: 
a) machines giving a cash payout or offering 

prizes in the form of goods? 


b) machines on which a successful player receives 
only the right to play one game or further 
games free of charge? 


c) machines (excluding juke boxes) which are 
played for amusement only and on which no 
prizes of any kind can be won? 


Section 2: Premises 

4. Is it necessary to obtain a licence or other form of consent in 
respect of premises which it is proposed to use as an 
amusement arcade? 

5. Is it necessary to obtain a licence or other consent in respect 
of the following classes of premises in which it is proposed to 
install one or more machines? 

a) cafes and restaurants 

b) retail shops 


C) public houses 


d) other premises 


6. If the answer to question 4 and/or 5 is Yes: 
a) to which authority must application be made? 


b) if a fee is payable what is the amount? 


C) is consent given for an indefinite period? 
d) if not, how often must it be renewed? 


e) when application is made, is consent given as 
of right, or may it be refused? 


f) if consent is refused, is there a right of appeal? 


g) does the consent limit the number of machines 
that may be installed on the premises? 


h) is the operation of machines forbidden 
in premises near a school, church, etc.? 


Section 3: General 


Legislation 


ITALY 


MALTA NETHERLANDS 


Yes Yes 


Operating 


Police 


Ministry of Economic Affairs 


Annually Annually 


First year Dfl. 5000 every 


According to rent following year Dfl. 1000 


Yes 


Automatic 


renewal Yes the Ministry Yes 


Cash payout illegal Machines giving cash payout 


Yes 


© 


x 


Yes Yes Yes 


Yes Ye Ss 


Yes. The licence 
must be requested 


by the proprietor 
of the 
establishment 


Yes Not allowed 


es 


| 


Yes Yes (cafeterias) 


Police Municipality 


U.S. $300 annually First machine Dfl. 125, second machine Dfl. 75 


Not always 


Annually 


Can be refused 


Annually Every 1, 2, 3 or 4 years or indefinitely 


Can be refused Can be refused 


Yes 


Yes—3 Yes 


re) 
” 


7. What is the age limit, if any, below which juveniles: 
a) are forbidden to enter premises in which machines 
are installed? 


b) are allowed to enter such premises but are forbidden 
to play on the machines? 


8. Are there any restrictions on the placing of machines in the 
open air, e.g. public parks and gardens which are accessible to 
juveniles? 


9. Are individual types of machines subject to testing and 
approval by some official body before they may be operated? 


10. Are the laws governing the sale and operation of machines 
the same throughout the country or do they vary from region to 
region? 


11. Other comments 


=k 
© 


16 in arcades, otherwise no limit 


in Holland 


The limit, set by Sindaco, 
can be 18, 16 or 14 years 


oe | o 


Being communal licences each Sindaca 
can determine age limits and also 
opening hours for arcades 


Same Same 


Oo 


Legislation 


NORTHERN IRELAND NORWAY 
Operating | Selling Operating Operating 


Firms should be granted 
licence for foreign trade 
es Yes Yes irrespective of type of 
goods 
Poli Gaming Board 
elie. Commission 
Very seldom, only in Every 
special 
circumstances 1 Yeats 


Firms should be granted 
licence. No foreign 
companies allowed to 
operate machines unless in 


| 


os 
n 


a joint venture 


Ministry for External 
Economic Relations of 
the USSR 


Court of Summary Jurisdiction Council Register 


a company 


Ministry of Finance 
of the RSFSR 


Every 5 years 
Legislation being drawn 
up by Ministry of Finance 


If taxes (70% of total 
income), have not 
been paid 


GMC £1,760, amusement/ 
pleasure permit £8.50 


Not if the regulations 
Yes are followed and Yes 
conditions the same 


If the holder is found guilty of an offence 


= 
Do. 
oO 
= 
+3 
=. 
2 
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(40) 
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Yes, either to Council of 
Ministers or Supreme 
Soviet of the USSR or 

RSFSR 


se Machines giving 
cash payout. 

No restrictions for 

> ee also 


classes of 
machines 


Yes Same as public house Yes 


An agreement has 
to be concluded on 
co-operation with the 

owner of the premises 
or on leasing 
of the premises 


No only C. & E. 
licence in respect of 


gaming/awp machines 


Council 


£8.50 


Gaming Commission The legal owner 
Depends on the agreement but usually within 
200-1000 roubles per machine per month 


Usually agreements are for one to five 


Can be refused Can be refused As a rule it is 
rather difficult to 


find a proper owner 


Only limited by the profitability 


Yes Yes 


Not normally Yes 


Yes, generally, can vary in different 
police districts 


None, 
but NIACTA members practise 


n 


pert 
(o>) 
it 
© 


a voluntary code os 
In some cases can be a condition for 
approval 


Must be approved by local electricity 


Not if the machines are fireproof and 
electric shock proof 


Amusement machines only 


os 
n 


authority 
No, but most equipment comes from the NEMKO: Norwegian Electrical Material 
U.K. Control for Consumer Goods Yes 


Same, so far there is only one law 
governing operation of machines, “on 
taxes levied upon enterprises” 


At present lottery machines, etc., only approved licensed to 
welfare organisations but can be operated on their behalf by 
private operators in principle on a non-profit basis. Welfare 

organisations do not pay company profit taxes but operators do. 
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THOUSANDS OF TITLES 


... just what you’ve been searching for!!! 


Pre-printed 
TITLE STRIPS 
Available NOW! 
For all Singles! 


We have all the 7in. vinyl 45rpm singles you've been 
looking for! 
Over 4,000 titles in stock! 1940s-1990s included. 
We carry all the best-selling oldies as well as those 
HARD TO FIND recent hits. FAST, RELIABLE SERVICE! 
Call, write or fax for our free singles catalogue. 23, 


ie a P.O. Box 66455-RP @ Los Angeles, 
CA 90066, USA. 
(213) 821-4005 © Fax: (213) 823-3389 


KORTEK 


MONITORS | 5 


COIN COMPARITORS 


= (44) 81 449 0077 
Fax (44) 81449 7217 


EUROCOIN- 
supplying 
Europe 
with the 
World’s 


finest 
parts 


— EUROCOIN TOKENS | 


EUROCOIN 


PHONE: 886-2-9565941 


@H PAO YUN ELECTRONICS CO. LTD. 


pec FAX: 886-2-9516800 
SWITCHING 
VIDEO GAME yg 38": 
MACHINE SUPPLY 
PARTS PY 9885 


‘ 


SWITCHING 
POWER 
SUPPLY 15A 
WITH LED 
POWER 
DISPLAY 

PY 9884 


VIDEO CHASSIS FOR 
14in. TO 20in. MONITOR 
PY 9881 FOR DETAILS ON 


CONTACT US 


THESE AND OTHER 
VIDEO GAME ° 
PRODUCTS 


— 


~ 


VIDEO CHASSIS FOR 
26in. TO 28 in. MONITOR 
PY 9882 


TRADITIONAL POWER SUPPLY 5A 


Ir PY 9883 
PAO YUN ELECTRONICS CO. LTD. 


2nd. FLOOR, No. 3, ALLEY 2, LANE 47, SEC. 2, SUH CHUAN 


ROAD, PAN CHIAO CITY, TAIPEI SHIEN, TAIWAN R.O.C. 


COMPETITIVE 


i YE 
f 


a Ve Vaan Ue 
i 


EUROCOIN LIMITED 


Fortune House, Moxon Street, 
Barnet, Herts EN5 5SD England 


We are going to have New 


Members added to our range of 


Reliable Products soon..... Ae Chom 


HEAD OFFICE : 621 ALJUNIED ROAD #04-11 LIPO FACTORY SINGAPORE 1438. 
TEL: (065) 7474651 TLX: RS 20469 VALCOM FAX: (065) 7441927 


AUSTRIA BRANCH: —=PROBST-BERNHARDSTRASSE 3/1 2100 KORNEUBURG AUSTRIA 
TEL: (2262) 62276 FAX: (2262) 3526 
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[ete] ELECTROMAGNETIC COUNTER 


RELIABILITY GUARANTEED 
FEATURES: @ Miniature size for easy installation. 
@ High quality. 
@ LOW COST. 
@ Long service life. 
GX SERIES FX SERIES 
(5 (5, 6 and 7 digits) 


Seren Naas 0 0 NAAS #0 8'WN 


VIDEO 
POKERS 


ALL TYPES FOR SALE 


NEW or USED 


ALSO 
LUCKY S—LINE, 
POKER BOARDS AND 


GX-06RL FX-O06RT 
@ Stand speed type (STD: @ High speed type (STD: 
10 CPS), (MAX: 15 CPS). 20 CPS). (MAX: 25 CPS). 


@ Normal T.V. & Poker @ Gambling and slot 
game machine use. machines use. 
BLACK Jj ACK, ROU LETTE ore Det weunting and ag ia and other 
MACHINES or BOARDS SE eraneton Lesdwmecnpedion 

For more information, contact: pec ueaDe Cee oa 

CITY Oe AM ES LTD. y Exclusive export agent: © 5V DC io 24V DC. 
Tel: UK + 81-364 0265 SERED aumernoan, Ce 

Fax: UK + 81-360 0037 Tel: 81-425-22-0051. TIx: 2842217 “fatale 


Fax: 81-425-26-2345 


id's prompt offer! 


You Can Count 


—— “A, 2S 


SUPERSCAN | 


MACC 
Currency Counter Coin Counter Fastest Coin Counter U.S. Bill Verifier 


MACC is the only manu- A rugged, portable coin + 4400 Coins/minute The most accurate 
ally activated currency counterandpackagerthat + Automatic diameter setting counterfeit money detec- 
counter with its own can count coins of any” « 7 digit unit and value tor in the industry. Opti- 
power. Battery operated denomination at rates up display cal recognition for all U.S. 
LCD display, with com- to 1400 per minute. Four + Coin packaging tubes notes. Display of denomi- 
plete error detection, differentmodels available: +» Automatic hopper/feeder nation and accumulation 
doubles, half note and manual/electric, with/with- +» Remote display available in value and quantity of 
chain note capabilities. A outbatch, counter/sorter, «+ Printer available for audit bills. 

totally portable unit. 110/220 volt, with coin trail 

tubes. 


: : . Atremendous inventory of used and 
Also ~ BALLY Slot Machines: re-conditioned machines. CALL TODAY 


AMSA, GT TEL: (323) 542-0238 - FAX: (323) 542-1877 


NORTH TRADE BUILDNG 
A 133, Noorderlaan, Bus 9 - B-2030, Antwerpen, Belgium 


_ Top technology for 
top games 


The production of our amusement 
machines is an accepted branch in 
High-Tech. The self-made production 
of boards, the automatic insertion 
and checking - this is as it is normal for 
an international combine in electronics. 


With the help of such technology we 
develop and produce one top product 
after the other: Amusement games with 
or without pay-out, TV-systems, billiard 
tables, snooker and sport games. And 
whatever it is: there are first-class 
electronics for exciting games. And fun 
_and fascinating entertainment is always 
oe preprogrammed. 


2 You see: High-Tech made by 


top games. 
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. Gauselmann-Group ~ 
EichendorffstraBe 16-24 
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Show report 


Buoyant AMOA 
heralds end of 


THE parallels fight is over—official. 
As the Amusement and Music 
Operators Association Convention 
got under way in Las Vegas in mid- 
September, the manufacturers’ 
association, the AAMA, held a 
meeting to consider certain options 
to continue the fight against 
parallels coming into the US market 
from December 1. It decided not to 
adopt them. 

After the meeting, certain internal 
memoranda from the AAMA 


David Snook and 


Christine Butterworth 


report from 
Las Vegas 


(American Amusement Machine 
Association) was leaked to 
EuroSlot which showed that had the 
association wanted to, it could have 
muddied the waters of the parallels 
issue for some time to come— 
certainly enough to dissuade many 
operators from buying parallels. 


Instead the association declined 
the opportunity, which had been 
promoted by some of its larger 
members, we understand. 


ELTO 06/01 


arallels war 


Interviewed on the subject by 
EuroSlot, AAMA President Bill 
Rickett commented: “Our official 
line now is that parallels are legal. 
We will do nothing to stand in the 
way of their introduction in 
December. Indeed, some of our 
members have made no secret of 
the fact that they intend to buy and 
sell parallels themselves. Our role 
will be to observe keenly what 
happens when the market opens 
up. If we see problems then we will 


Brand-new universal credit board electronically pro- 
grammable with the display of the inserted coins or accu- 
mulated credits. Fit for all the coins of the world and me- 
chanical or electronical coin mechs. 


| _ TECHNICAL FEATURES is 
6 Independent optoisolated inputs with programmation coin/credits from 


WW to 1/65535; - 4 Polarized outputs; -4 Starts to select one desired output 
(Ninja Turtles with one coin mechs); - 1 Coin counter; - 3 Bonus Levels; - 6 Led to 
contro) coins passed through the mechs; - 1 Five digits display to show in- 
serted coins. 
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show report 


— 


The principals of Namco arrive at the show. From the left: Masahiro 
Tachikana, President of Namco America Inc., Masaya Nakamura, Chairman of 
Namco Ltd., Shane Breaks of Namco Europe and Shinji Iki, advisor to the 
chairman. 


John Stergides of Electrocoin in London, Mr. K. Koike of Taito and Alan Stone 
of Nintendo of America. 


EuroSlot 


act appropriately to try to protect 
the market in any way within our 
powers. 

“We are concerned that some of 
Our Operators may be duped by 
unscrupulous speculators who may 
wish to offer them copies under the 
guise of parallels. We see that as a 
very real danger and we would 
advise our operator friends to be 
very wary of who they buy from. If 
some AAMA members are selling 
parallels, then obviously they would 
be the right people to buy from.” 

Mr. Rickett was keen to defuse 
any speculation as a result of the 
leaked documents which came into 
EuroSlot’s possession. 

They show that as long ago as 
January 11 of this year, AAMA 
official Bob Fay had discovered that 
it might have been possible to 
severely handicap the flow of 
parellel pcbs into the US by having 
pcbs rated “computers” instead of 
components. This would subject 
them to certain strict Federal 
regulations over the testing of 


‘computers to ensure that they do 


not emit radio frequencies which 
might cause harmful interference to 
licensed broadcast services. 
EuroSlot understands that when 
this possibility was reviewed on the 


Switching power supply 
_. Superior yet inexpensive 


@ 100% burn-in test 


MP-3089A 
Outputs: +5V 12A 
+12V 2A -5V 1A 
MP-3110A 

Outputs: +5V 15A 
+12V 2.5A -5V 1A 


particulars. 


2S a a SASS 
Features of ever coolest power supply: 
@ Over current protection on + 5V output 

@ Over voltage protection on + 5V output 

® Over load protection on total output 

® short protection on all outputs 

@ High power efficiency >75% 

@ Low ripple and noise <1% 

@ Anodise-treated aluminum case 


We are a professional manufacturer with a R&D team 
devoted to designing any kind of power supply meeting your 


For more information please contact to: 


MIGHTY POWER ELECTRONIC CO., LTD. 


mx NO 5, LANE 562, MING-AN WEST RD., HSIN 
CHUANG CITY, TAIPEI HSIEN 24245, TAIWAN, R.0.C. 


TEL: 886-2-9018488 
BRAND-NEW design One Year Guarantee FAX: 886-2-9031041 
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AMOA — 


eve of AMOA it was pointed out that 
if moves were initiated to have pcbs 
declared computers and if such a 
ruling was obtained, then all boards 
would have to be tested, including 
those coming through “legitimate” 
sources through appointed 
distributors. The process could take 
six to eight weeks and cost 
anything between $20,000 and 
$50,000. 

Many of the AAMA’s 50-strong 
membership were against the idea 
at the pre-AMOA meeting, both 
from their own business point of 
view and because of _ the 
continuation of the war in the 
industry and its harmful effects. 

Two other possible measures 
available to AAMA were similarly 
considered at the meeting. One 
involved the use of third party 
copyright ownership within a video 
game and the other concerned 
certain protection of musical tracks 
which may be contained within the 
games. These were similarly not 
acted upon by the AAMA. 

The issue of parallels dominated 
the show without actually putting in 


Show report 


Bill Rickett, President of AAMA. 


cscs vn re 


Harri Mononen, Managing Director 

of Coinline, Helsinki, Finland, who 

is hoping to promote Vari-Tech of 

the US redemption games in 
Europe. 


any kind of appearance. But it was 
also a buoyant show, indicating that 
the US industry had emerged from 
a two-year recession and there was 
a great deal of evidence of firm 
orders being placed. 

Attendance was good and up to 
the end of the second day had 
reached 7,600, while in the voting 
for Machine of the Show, Midway’s 
Terminator 2 video game ran out 
winner. The show reflected some 
other interesting trends, however, 
towards four-player games, towards 
more laser disc-based technology 
and a high incidence of sit-down 
games of high quality. 

Excellent new products were 
shown by Namco, Atari, Taito, 
Leland and Nintendo, the latter at 
last launching its new 16-bit 
hardware in its Super System which 
has been two-and-a-half years in 
development. Music saw a new 
juke box of considerable 
importance from NSM, while the 
pinball market was again spoilt for 
choice with some quality products 
from all of the manufacturers. 

Redemption remained strong and 
it is now fair to assume that this line 
of product may not prove a passing 
“fad” in the American market, 
although its progress overseas has 
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Our European distributor: 
General Automatics Amusement, 
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2621 S. Highland Dr. - Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 


SLOT MACHINES ¢ POKER ¢ NEW and USED KITS 


Westronics Inc., has distributed gaming equipment for more than 
25 years. Located in "The Gaming Capital of the World", we have 
access to large inventories of new, used, reconditioned or “as-is” 
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* Realistic two-player helicopter cockpit design 
complete with authentic controls 


* Polygon hardware for a realistic simulation of a 
360-degree universe 


* Digitized graphics of player instruction Screens for 
added authenticity ' 


* Two-player linked game play for maximum earnings 


A first person view ay an enemy 
tank in the target recticle. 


Two-players cooperate to shoot 
down a jet fighter. 
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AMOA 


been slow. Darts remain a firm 
favourite in the US and Arachnid 
had an entirely new product on 
display. 

There was, for a change, no one 
overriding theme to the AMOA this 
year, although one might argue that 
it could be seen to be a 
combination of speculation over 
parallels, laserdisc and redemption. 
The atmosphere was very positive 
but it was clear that the industry has 
some way to go to retrieve the 
position it enjoyed of, say, three 
years ago. Part of this must be 


show report 


Andre Mulon of Amiro France, a 
well-known visitor to the AMOA 
show. 
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"Every crowd has a Silverline in!" 


SILVERLINE AMUSEMENTS 
Unit 1, 55 Weir Road, Durnsford Industrial Estate, Wimbledon, 
London SW19 8LG, England. 
Phone: 081-944 7540. Fax: 081-946 8092 


seen as a willingness by both 
manufacturers/distributors and 
operators to mend the rift which has 
built up over that time between 
them concerning the bitter parallels 
wars. 

It does not always follow that 
what happens in the coin machine 
industry in the US eventually filters 
through to the rest of the world and 
there are many examples of the 
truth of this. If the current state of 
the US market is indicative of future 
European trends, however, then the 
recession which has bit with varying 
degrees of ferocity throughout the 
European business in the past 
couple of years may soon be over. 


Jim Strompolis, Dennis Nordman 

and Roger Sharpe of Bally/Midway 

promoting the new Party Zone 
pinball. 


Frans Selleslach and Vincent De 
Grijse of Las Vegas Arcades Bvba, 
Belgium, who travelled out to 
AMOA with a trip organised by 
EuroSlot. 
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Mario Martelli of Hantarex with the 
new 25-inch monitor for the US 
market. 
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ur local distributor: 


BELGIUM 
Anglia Import Export BVBA, 
Mercatorstraat 7, 
8380 Zeebrugge, 
Belgium. 
Tel: 32-50-545125. 
Fax: 32-50-545119. 
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FRANCE 
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88 Rue De Paris, 


53000 Laval, France. 
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Technical 


RANDY FROMM looks inside 


Hantarex’s novel MTC 
9300 monitor 


HANTAREX'’S latest monitor is the model 
MTC 9300. The Italian manufacturer’s 
remarkable new monitor sports a variety 
of novel features which, according to 
Hantarex, have been “derived from the 
experience gained in manufacturing 
thousands of monitors.” 

In looking at the monitor, the obvious 
new feature is apparent immediately; the 
monitor is shrouded in a _ protective 
plastic shield that prevents the operator 
from touching potentially hazardous 
areas at high voltages. The cover also 
supports a built-in cooling fan that allows 
the monitor to operate at ambient 
temperatures of over 50° Celsius. If the 
temperature rises too high due to fan 
failure or other excessively high 
temperature conditions, a temperature 
sensor will automatically shut off the 
power. 

Another interesting new feature is an 
innovative sync circuit that works with 
any type of synchronisation signals. The 
MTC 9300 will accept positive or 
negative sync as independent or 
composite signals. This eliminates the 
need for a separate connector for 
negative sync inputs or a switch to 
change from positive to negative sync. It 
also eliminates the confusion that often 
surrounds the need for a jumper wire 
between the two sync inputs, a jumper 
that is required by some monitors but 
prohibited by others. 

The most outstanding feature of the 
MTC 9300 is that it contains a built-in, 
low voltage power supply. The same 
supply that powers the monitor can also 
provide +5 volts DC @ 13 amps, +12 
volts DC @ 2 amps, and —5 volts DC @ 
1 amp for the logic board(s). This 
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LOGIC BOARD 


eliminates the need for a separate power 
supply unit. The power supply includes 
overload and overvoltage protection. It 
also has a clean output due to the very 
high operating frequency (approximately 
80 kilohertz) and MOSFET (Metal Oxide 
Semiconductor Field Effect Transistor) 
switching. 

The idea of combining a monitor with a 
low-voltage power supply is not a new 
one. Over a decade ago, some Pong 
type games produced in the United 
States used a monitor manufactured by 
Motorola that included a linear, +5 volt 
DC power supply that. delivered 3 amps. 

But the power supply in the MTC 9300 
is not a linear power supply; it’s a 
Switching regulator power supply. In 
addition to the usual advantages (high 
efficiency, lightweight, and low 
manufacturing cost), there is another 
benefit derived from using a switching 
power supply in a monitor. Unlike the 
other video game monitors in use today, 
the MTC 9300 does not require an 
isolation transformer. The switching 
regulator power supply offers complete 
isolation from the AC power line. 


Combining the monitor with the low 
voltage power supply makes it easier to 
assemble a video game. The monitor 
even has a separately fused +5 VDC 
output connector that can be used to 
drive the coin door lamps. The 
elimination of the isolation transformer 
simplifies things even further by cutting 
AC distribution to a bare minimum. 
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Typical Videogame Wiring 


Taken as a whole, the MTC 9300 is a 
fairly complex assembly of integrated 
subsystems. In a way, it’s the Space 
Shuttle of monitors. Just the power 
supply unit alone contains six integrated 
circuits (including one opto-isolator), six 
zener diodes, four bipolar transistors, two 
MOSFETs, an SCR, and two dozen 
diodes. As far as in-depth repair is 
concerned, this is not a monitor for the 
weak of spirit or ability. 

The good part is that the MTC 9300 is 
completely modular. The power supply, 
for instance, is actually two separate 
modules that can be unplugged from the 
main printed circuit board. Modular 
construction is always a big help when it 
comes to troubleshooting. All you need to 
do is swap modules until the problem 
goes away. Once the failure is isolated to 
a specific board, the module can be 
brought to the shop for repair. Hantarex 
will also repair and return any of their 
products. 

The modular concept is carried over to 
the video amplifiers as well. Most video 
game monitors split the video circuitry 
between the main chassis and the 
“neck” ‘board. In the MTC 9300 all of the 
circuitry for all three video amplifiers is 
located on the neck board of the monitor. 
There are four transistors for each 
colour; 12 video amplifier transistors in 
all. 

Other modules include the 
vertical/horizontal deflection card, an AC 
input card (containing the AC (Mains) 
input connector, main AC power fuse, 
power supply monitor LEDs, and DC 
output connector), and the detachable 
adjustments board that Hantarex 
pioneered with the MTC 9000. Missing 
from the MTC 9000 was a brightness 
adjustment, which is included on this new 
unit. 

There are three optional modules 
available for the MTC 9300 as well. One 
is a video inversion board that enables 
the monitor to display negative video (not 
used in our industry since the early 
Nintendo games). Another is a “service 
board” that is really a little AC power 
distribution board that contains a fuse 
holder, a three-pin AC input connector, a 
12-pin AC output connector (to feed the 
marquis lamp, additional fan, AC power 
switch, etc.), and a metal strip with 
threaded holes that can be used as a 
terminal strip for earth connections to the 
monitor, control panel, and coin door if 
desired. There is even an optional digital 
voltmeter board that plugs into its own 
connector on the top of the cover. The 
voltmeter gives a continuous readout of 
the +5 volts DC. 

Another cute little Hantarex trick is a 
plastic adjustment tool for adjusting the 
focus and screen potentiometers. The 
monitor is supplied with the tool that clips 
to the monitor for storage. 

For further information, contact 
Hantarex Corp. Tel. +55-49-731. Fax. 
+55-268486. 


THE FUTURE 


STARTS AT 


ANY MOMENT. 


At any moment we are responsible for the 
future. 

Whoever is preparing today, will be best 
prepared for tomorrow. 

Therefore we are concentrating more than 
ever on development of coin validation 
systems to make your vending machines 
most efficient. 


The latest electronics, combined with over 
50 years experience as manufacturers of 
coin mechanisms, go towards providing the 
optimum coin validation system for any 
type of vending machine. 
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Belgium: Henry Grant 


KNOWN to his many friends in the industry throughout the 
world as Hank, he has been in the business for the best 
part of four decades. Currently President of Belgian 
Amusement Co., American-born Hank has made Belgium 
his home. When he is not working, he likes nothing better 
than to watch TV or just lay around doing nothing. As far 
as the business is concerned, he enjoys the travelling and 
socialising involved. He is President of Belgian trade 
association AMA and is at the moment very much 
involved with Bowlingo, which he regards as a major 
growth game. 


Germany: Bernd H. 
Donalies 


BERND had 18 years of experience in exporting behind 
him before coming into the coin machine industry three 
and a half years ago. The 44-year-old Managing Director 
of Stella International, part of the Gauselmann group of 
companies, preceded his career by studying in the United 
States, the UK and France. He is fond of good food 
complemented by excellent red wines and is a keen sailor. 
His export experience is invaluable at Stella, a 
six-year-old company which exports Gauselmann 
products such as video cabinets and cash systems to 
Italy, eastern Europe and the USA. 


UK: Grant Freerks 


WITH a decade in the coin machine business under his 
belt, American Grant has been around a bit! Now based in 
London as Managing Director of Taito (Europe) 
Corporation, the Japanese giant’s European subsidiary, 
he previously spent eight years living in Japan. Taito 
Europe was launched three years ago to distribute Taito 
products throughout Europe. The company’s biggest 
selling PCB in Europe at the moment is Football Champ, 
which Grant describes as the company’s biggest success 
in Europe to date. 
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2730 W. FULLERTON AVE., CHICAGO, IL 60647 + (312) 384-2300 
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BANKNOTE READER 


Topped with the biggest, brightest, 
most functional monitor making 
game and game play more visible 
to players and spectators. 


Top off your profits with 
English Mark Darts. 


The time proven earner, 
year after year. 
Contact: Einar Askvig 


Arachnid European Operations 
Noorderlaan 133 


B-2030 Antwerpen, Belgium 


Tel - 32-3-542-53-33 or 32-3-542-63-92 
FAX - 32-3-541-07-74 
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GENERAL DISTRIBUTOR BENELUX 


SUZO INTERNATIONAL (NL) BV 
PIETER DE HOOCHSTRAAT 40 


3024 CS ROTTERDAM 
TEL: 010-476 6399 FAX: 010-477 94 81 
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Competition 
policy in the 
European market 


EACH year the Commission of the 
European Communities produces a 
report which discusses the activities 
and policies of the Community with 
regard to competition. The report on 
1990, the 20th Report on 
Competition Policy, was approved 
and forwarded to the European 
Parliament just before the summer 
break. 

Sir Leon Brittan, Vice-President of 
the Commission and Commissioner 
responsible for competition, 
presented the report to the press 
and emphasised that competition 
policy is not just a purely legal 
activity which aims at ensuring that 
certain regulations or legal 
provisions are respected. Sir Leon 
outlined three main reasons for the 
key nature of competition policy for 
all sectors of industry and commerce 
within the Community. 

Competition policy, he said, is vital 
to economic expansion and is 
indispensable for the completion of 
the Internal Market. A policy which 
ensures free competition is 
particularly important as official 
barriers between states are 
removed. Attention must then be 
paid to the prevention of 
reintroduction of “invisible” barriers 
to trade on a company by company 
basis. 

As the Community tries to align 
the economies of the member 
states—the convergence is 


necessary not only for Economic 
and Monetary Union (EMU) but also 
to allow compatible standards of 
living for Community citizens—there 
must be careful checks on the 
subsidies to industry from member 
states. Subsidy by the richer 
member states of their national 
industry could unfairly lead to a 
detrimental effect on less 
prosperous member states unable 
to act in the same way on a wide 
scale. State aids are therefore 
rigorously monitored by the 
Commission. 

Finally, an effective competition 
policy is a prerequisite for 
competition by Community 
companies beyond the bounds of 
the Community with the likes of 
America and Japan. 

The latest report emphasises the 
developments and events in the 
competition field during 1990, 
particularly prior monitoring of 
mergers, an increasingly severe 
state aids policy and moves towards 
greater competition in those sectors 
traditionally dominated by 
state-owned monopolies. Progress 
in the last area—state 
monopolies—is tempered, the report 
notes, by the remaining existence of 
exclusive or specific duties in 
industries such as gas, electricity 
and postal services. Certain public 
service minimal norms are to be 
expected in these areas, Sir Leon 


indicated, but these must be 
balanced against free competition. 
Backing up the statements of policy 
and principles are analyses of the 
decisions taken by the European 
Commission or judgements by the 
Court of Justice in some of the main 
cases before them in 1990. 

Although competition policy has 
always played a major part in 
Community legislation, it is currently 
regarded with ever increasing 
importance as it is believed by the 
Commission who initiate Community 
legislation to be the bedrock of 
economic growth and welfare. 

This, says the Commission, is 
because of the stimulus competition 
provides to innovation and higher 
productivity. The Commission also 
believes that strong competition is 
the best way to ensure that the 
consumers obtain their fair share of 
the growth and that their living 
standards are maintained and 
improved. 

As has been said, the pressure of 
the creation of the internal market 
and the need for economic 
harmonisation of convergence 
ahead of EMU and political union is 
making the Commission doubly 
vigilant in its watch for unfair national 
subsidy or company creation of 
barriers to trade—cartels, abuse of 
dominant position, price fixing or 
market division. 

There is, however, an_ internal 


| 
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debate within the Commission which 
could hinder this “mission” to ensure 
free competition. The discussion, to 
use the polite term, revolves around 
the extent to which competition 
should be allowed a free hand. 
Directorate General IV, who are 
responsible for competition policy 
and who are led by Sir Leon, believe 
firmly in the sanctity of free 
competition and, as has been said, 
believe this itself will be the best 
“protection” for both the consumer 
and EC industry. 

Others within the Commission, 
and at the moment their voices often 
outweigh DGIV, would prefer more 
direct help for EC industry which 
they conclude would lend greater 
security to the consumer and which 
would help European Community 
industry compete more effectively 
externally beyond the circle of the 
Community itself. 

This debate is by no means 
resolved but attempts are being 
made—with the support of both 
sides—to form agreements with 
non-Community trading partners to 
relieve some of the pressure. A joint 
agreement with Japan, for example, 
has been negotiated. After long and 
difficult talks the President of the 
Council, Prime Minister Ruud 
Lubbers of the Netherlands, and 
Prime Minister Kaifu reached a 
consensus on July 18 on a joint 
EC-Japan declaration defining the 
principles, objectives and 
procedures for future mutual 
relations. 

The EC pressured Japan, who it 
seems would have been content 
with a political agreement, and has 
emerged at least with the 
establishment of regular high level 
meetings and greater clarity upon 
which to progress the controversial 
competition/trade dossiers currently 
resting with the Commission. 

Much of the joint declaration 
concerns the affirmation of 
discussion and even policy 
co-ordination to support and 
strengthen international relations 
and democracy but the statement 
does specifically seek to pursue 
“co-operation aimed at achieving a 
sound development of the world 
economy and trade, particularly in 
further strengthening the open 


multilateral trading system, by 
rejecting protectionism and recourse 
to unilateral measures and by 
implementing GATT and OECD 
principles concerning trade and 
investment.” The document goes on 
to mention “equitable access” to 
markets and “comparable 
opportunities” and annual meetings 
between the Japanese Prime 
Minister, the President of the 
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European Council and the President 
of the Commission have now been 
added to the discussion process. 
Meanwhile, a competition 
agreement between the EC and the 
USA anti-trust authorities is being . 
negotiated. Equally the discussion 
between the EC and EFTA countries 
over the European Economic Area 
(EEA) have established that 
competition policy will be a key 
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Back fastening by clip 
Picot connection 
Display: 4/5/6 digits 
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EM37 

Back fastening by clip 
Picot connection 
Display: 7 digits 

Imput voltage: 6, 12, 24 
VDC. 

Imput voltage: 115, 220 
VAC 


Imput additive: 25 CPS / 
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EMR3 
Back fastening by screws 
_ Wire connection 
= Display: 5 digits 
| Imput voltage: 6, 12, 24 
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Imput voltage: 115, 220 
VAC 


Imput additive: 10 CPS 
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for production lines 


The world’s most successful poker game. TOWERLIGHT 


More money “made by” MINI-BOY + BIG BOY. 
Ask your main importer for further details specifications in 
the following languages: 
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We back this with a better service at really competitive prices. 


== Coin Controls, Mechanisms and Spares 
Mars Mechanisms and Spares * Monitors * Joysticks * Push Buttons * Electronic Parts 
Pool Equipment * Pool Cloth * Essex Mechanisms and Spares. 
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element of any agreement. Once 
established the EEA will be the 
world’s largest single market, so 
competition decisions there will be 
far-reaching. 

The 20th Report on Competition 
Policy recognises that until recently 
competition policy has had relatively 
little bearing on the international 
trade process as trade patterns 
tended to be based on import and 
export regulation rather than 
competitive advantages. However, 
over the last couple of years as 
tariffs have come down and as 
non-tariff barriers have gradually 
been removed there have naturally 
been more opportunities for 
competition. 

International alliances and 
sourcing are becoming more 
widespread and it is now very 
possible that anti-competitive 
behaviour inside the Community 
may involve companies established 
outside the Community, or be linked 
to behaviour in non-Community 
markets. 

Industrial policy is the 
responsibility of DGIII (Internal 
Market) headed by Commissioner 
Martin Bangemann. In a recent 
paper outlining the strategy for the 
EC’s industrial policy the views of 
DGIV on competition within an 
international framework were 
supported. The paper 
acknowledged that healthy 
competition and competitive 
pressure from both within and 
outside the Community is the most 
effective way to promote industrial 
change and improve the 
competitiveness of European 
industry. 

Returning to the actual 
competition policy itself and the 
continued impact that it will have on 
companies themselves, the report 
documents a number of different 
industry sectors and policy areas 
where it will be taking specific action. 

The Commission is going to look 


particularly closely at areas where 
competition policy is not yet fully 
developed and indeed where limited 
transboundary or national 
competition exists. This is because 
the Commission feels that it is in 
these areas where least progress 
has been made in market integration 
and where trade between member 
states is least developed that the 
greatest gains are to be made. 

This, combined with the recent 
interest in other parts of the 
Commission in gaming legislation 
and the sudden discovery of the size 
of the industry, should at least mean 
that it will be receiving considerably 
more attention from DGIV in the 
future. In this sort of underdeveloped 
market the Commission believes 
that “the impact and effectiveness of 
the application of competition policy 
on market integration and consumer 
welfare will be maximised.” 

Specifically, the Commission is 
continuing its watch over 
anti-competitive behaviour which 
splits markets and last year imposed 
a record fine of 48 MECU for illicit 
agreements designed to partition 
markets and abuse dominant 
position by eliminating competition. 
This particular activity is regulated 
by articles 85 and 86 of the Treaty of 
Rome. 

1990 was also very important for 
mergers and acquisitions as the EC 
Merger Regulation came into force 
for the first time. Twelve cases were 
notified in the first three months of 
operation of the legislation and the 
Commission expects about 60 
cases each year. The Commission 
believes that the regulation was 
necessary to prevent the 
strengthening of dominant positions 
in the market place purely as a 
relation to the opening up of the 
internal market. This was felt to be 
particularly true where a mutual 
geographical market exists. 

The Commission defines its basic 
role here as to distinguish between 


those mergers creating or increasing 
dominant positions and those which 
encourage “greater interpenetration 
of markets which may not previously 
have been subject to the full effect of 
the competition from other member 
states.” 

The greater interest in “state aids” 
as described above will naturally 
affect those companies most in the 
public domain or eye. The 
Commission would like to see 
greater transparency accompanying 
these actions and is undertaking an 
ongoing review of the means at its 
disposal to publicise and make more 
understandable its activities. This 
greater understanding and hopefully 
therefore support is necessary if 
competition policy is to follow the 
preferred path of other EC policies 
and adhere to the subsidiarity 
principle. That is to say if decisions 
are to be made on a more 
decentralised basis in the national 
courts and by national authorities. 

As the Commission has neither 
the administrative resources or the 
inclination to intervene in every case 
it is looking seriously at how best to 
encourage this wider application of 
competition rules. 

Despite the emphasis on 
notifications, cases and _ individual 
decisions, Community competition 
policy is not just a policing or 
enforcing of a set of regulations. It is 
considered (especially by DGIV) to 
be an integral part of other 
Community policies. In most areas 
of Community endeavour, if a policy 
runs against market forces and 
competition, not only is it unlikely to 
be successful, it will probably not 
benefit the consumer either. 

DGIV is a particularly powerful 
and dynamic directorate and with 
the cross referencing to other 
Directorates and other policy areas it 
is certain that we will be reading the 
annual competition reports with 
great interest for many years to 
come. 


Whac-A-Mole 


Super Shifter a 
Bully Buster 


Bowler Roller 


pain e Bob’s Space 


Racers, Inc. 

427 15th Street 

Daytona Beach, Florida 32017 
Telephone: 904-677-0761 
FAX: 904-677-0794 


Bob’s Space Racers 


100% INTEREST COMPOUNDED DAILY 


REDEMPTION CENTERS In family fun centers and arcades the use of 
redemption centers really compounds the interest of customers. At Bob’s Space 
Racers we are experts in redemption systems, ticket dispensers, tokens, merchan- 
dising, stocking, cash control and distribution facilities for redemptions. We will be 
glad to help you develop the redemption set-up which is right for you. 


MINI MIDWAYS A mini midway can 
compound the interest of long time custom- 
ers and new customers alike. Why limit your 
facility to arcade games? You can capture 
the magical fun and excitement of parks 
and carnivals with your own mini midway. 
Group games and individual games such 
as Water Games, Roll-A-Ball Derby, Super 
Shifter and Bowler Roller can add new 
interest and sparkle to your operation. We 
have developed many mini midways for 
operations around the world. Let us cus- 
tomize a mini midway for you. 


EXPERIENCE For twenty years we 
have played a major role in the games and 
amusement industry. We are the largest 
manufacturer of group games in the world 
and a major producer of arcade games. We 
have first hand experience from operating 
to manufacturing and as a result you get 
popular, dependable games with a proven 
record of success and profitability. 


We have become the biggest because 
we are the best. You can be sure of quality 
products, dependable service and helpful 
operations support when you buy or lease 
our games. Look to us for great games, 
great new innovations and great operating 
concepts. We can help you capture 100% 
OF YOUR CUSTOMERS’ INTEREST, 
AND COMPOUND IT DAILY. 


Roll-A-Ball Derby 
Super Shifter 

Water Games 
Crossbow Shoot 
Gotcha (Crane Game) 
Can-Alley 

Handle Game 
Horizontal Games 
Whac-A-Mole 

Bowler Roller 

Bully Buster 

Pattie Cakes 

Hot Spot 

Gun Ball 

Custom Designed Games 


© Bob's Space Racers 1988 Telex: 249-238 RACER Designers and manufacturers of games since 1970 


T-109 
DESCRIPTION i) == oe 
The machine T-109, the only one of its kind in the world, is ; bi on ie | WB 
electronically prepared for automatic reading of the TAROT cards by . coon Le AE | 

means of coin operation of machine. 

Moreover, the machine, as well as development of interpretation 
of TAROT cards from an individual’s consultation, gives you your 
WEIGHT, IDEAL WEIGHT and your MEASUREMENTS, thus being 
a threefold use machine in just a single unit. 

The reading of cards is based on the AUTENT [C EGYPTIAN 
TAROT with a reply volume of 120.000 millions (30.000 millions 


for each of the four existing questions, LOVE, MONEY, WORK; 4 Se Ne mc 
HEALTH). _  — 


OPERATION PROCEDURES 


1 — Introduction of coins. 

2 — Choice of language (Spanish - English - French - German). 
3 — Choice of questions (Love - Money - Work - Health). 

4 — Choice of sex (Man - Woman). 

5 — Pressing of cards at random. 

6 — Automatic TICKET dispenser. 
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—— INVENTORES, S.L. 


C/. Llull, 167 bajos. Tel. (34) 3 485 31 21 - 08005 BARCELONA. 
Fax. (34) 3 485 39 41 Spain 


EuroSlot...... 66 


Your specialist 
- worldwide 


RS-VIIHDE OY 
SF-20750 Turku 
Tel.: 021/448-548 


T.A.B. 
A-4050 Traun 
Tel.: 07229/4591 


NOVOMAT AG 
CH-4624 Harkingen 
Tel.: 062/61 40.61 


Foreign distributors welcome! Made in Germany W-6123 Bad K6nig - Kimbacher Str. 211 
elefon: 0049-6063-2133 - Fax: 0049-6063-1833 


BOWLING 


POWER 
SUPPLY 


AL PREVIEW—LONDON 
OCTOBER 16-17 
yo oe : 


aoe gre _ITYY ag WSOYSTICKS 


Bessingby Ind. Est., Bridlington, 
ELECTRONICS LTD North Humberside YO16 4SJ, England. 
Phone: (44) 0262 601006. Fax: (44) 0262 400068 


Yarr Gretan Decien cnecfelteret 


EES Slot Machines = Kits for Slot Machines 
EE Amusement Machines & Programmable Coin 
Interface == Programmable Dividers 
EE Change Machines == Custom designed 
Electronics for all kind of Coin Machines. 


Throughout the previous 14 years we have acquired considerable 
knowledge in the field of electronics concerning slot and amusement 
machines. 


Dealing with everything from the construction of complete Slot and 
Amusement Machines to the modification of used equipment, we are 
always willing to assist you. 


If you need any problem solving then please contact us. 
Fast delivery! Quantities: Big and small—we make them all! 


ae Mariedalsvej 1-3 Dansk Automat Expert A/S is the leading 
DK-8220 Brabrand. manufacturer of Electronic equipment for the 
Phone: +45 86 26 33 00. Coin Machine industry in Denmark, and in 


addition to Coin Machine products we also 
manufacture electronics for industrial Controls. 


| Telefax: +45 86 26 33 10. 


FUN TECH CORPORATION 


FANTASY 


HIGH TECHNOLOGY HARDWARE ALLOWS THE HIGHEST QUALITY GAMES TO BE 
DEVELOPED. FOUNDED IN 1979, FUN TECH CORPORATION HAS GROWN TO 
BECOME ONE OF THE WORLD’S LEADING O.E.M. MANUFACTURERS AND 
SUPPLIERS OF COIN OPERATED VIDEO AND AMUSEMENT GAMES. WE ALSO 
DESIGN AND PRODUCE MACHINES FOR YOUR SPECIFIC NEEDS. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
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_ WE ARE A POKER AND AMUSEMENT PC BOARD 
DEVELOPER AND MANUFACTURER—N 
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C Y E COMPANY LIMITED 
No. 25, Lane 48, Tung An Road, Taiwan, R.O.C. 


CYE Telephone: 886-6-2742686-9 (4 lines) ¢ Fax: 886-6-2347077 “ 
COME AND VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE TAIPEI] WORLD TRADE CENTRE ELECTRONICS SHOW, OCTOBER 7-13 


MODEL M2Y MODEL C2R 


<< 


Cc 


Mi Call write or fax for full details. 


HIMECS CO.,LTD. 


OVERSEAS DEPARTMENT 

Oriental Toranomon Bidé., 3F 18-17, 

Toranomon 3-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo 105, Japan. 
Tel:81-(0)3-3435-1906 Fax:81-(0)3-3437-4740 
HEAD OFFICE: 2-11, Nishi-Ishikiri-cho 7-chome, 
Higashiosaka, 579, Japan. 

Tel: 81-(0)729-85-5111 Fax:81-(0)729-85-0470 


PINTABLES! 


WHO NEEDS THEM! 


IF YOU NEED THEM 
THEN YOU NEED US 


We have a whole parcel load of information, tips and advice 
to keep your pintables like new, or just keep them running 
and continuing to pay for themselves. AS THEY SHOULD! 
Fully renovated pintables always available from new to 
50 years old. 

Spares/Parts/Custom Parts/Service Aid Kits/Test Rig 
Systems. 

Do it yourself pinball repair diagnostic software and tester for 
Bally and Stern. 

Williams packages for levels 3 to 7/9/and 11, A/B/C. 
Plus special Data-East test for systems 1/2/3. 
Specially developed systems by TWO BIT SCORE. 


CIRCUIT BOARD REPAIRS: 


Covering Gottlieb System 80 — “Haunted House” to “Bone 
Busters” or 1982-90/Bally and Stern from 76 to 89/Williams 
76 to 91 or “Riverboat Gambler” SO MAKE CONTACT NOW! 
For that thingamajig you’ve been after, or even just 
advice, and we'll send you our latest catalogue and a 
free 1992 calendar. 

22 Swallow Street, Turners Hill, Crawley, 
West Sussex Tel: 0342-716130 

Fax: se 
0342-717471 
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“MULTIGAME-ONE” 


THE WORLD'S FIRST LOGIC 
BOARD 


wiTH 35 GAMES IN ONE!!! 


NEW IDEA IN COIN-OP 
BUSINESS: 
THE PLAYER CAN CHOOSE THEIR 
GAME AMONG 


35 POSSIBILITIES... 


...ALL ON THE SAME BOARD... 
GAME-TIME SELECTED BY THE 
OPERATOR 


THE HIT GAME IN ITALY, 
FROM MARCH 1991 


SOLE DISTRIBUTORS WELCOME 
@ IMPEUROPEX CORP., 


P.O. BOX No. 49, 04100 LATINA (ITALY). 
TEL: 0773-48478. FAX: 0773-498958. 


SEE US AT THE “ENADA SHOW” IN ROME, OCTOBER 17 TO 20, BOOTH No. 10. 
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Vincent 
Van deWege 


120-122 Rue Steyls-1020 BRUSSELS - BELGIUM 


WORLD WDE EXPORT 


BELGIAN CRANES areFANTASTIC... 
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BELGIAN 
PUSHERS 
are 
EXTRAORDINARY ! 
MODELS FOR Bide: i) 
123486 
PLAYERS 
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WITH THE 
SPECTACULAR 
BONUS FEATURE 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
TEL: (Int.) 32-2 - 424 27 99 


FAX: (Int.) 32 - 2 - 426 49 95 
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Company profile 


Taito: 


innovative and 
influential 


WITH over 70,000 pieces of 
equipment out on operation, Taito is 
one of the largest coin machine 
operators in the world. It made its 
name of course, with Space 
Invaders, a name now so 
synonymous with video games that 
it almost ranks with Hoover instead 
of vacuum cleaner. 

But that was 12 years ago and it 
ushered in an era of the most violent 
peaks and troughs of fortune and 
misfortune that the coin machine 
industry has experienced in modern 
times. 

It could be said, therefore, that 
Taito has been more influential in 
our industry than any other single 
company. 

The responsibility sits easily on 
the shoulders of President Keisuke 
Hasegawa, arguably the most genial 
and approachable of Japanese coin 
machine principals, so much so that 
he happily permits the rare privilege 
of having his christian name 
“Westernised” to “Kasey” on his 
business cards. 

For all of that, Mr. Hasegawa is as 
shrewd a businessman as any in his 
country which lauds the skilful 
businessman more than in any 
other. Within minutes of beginning 
an interview with Mr. Hasegawa | 
found that the tables had been 


DAVID SNOOK 
talks to President 
Keisuke Hasegawa 
—and ends up 
being interviewed 
himself! 


turned to the extent where | was 
being interviewed by him. His 
questions were sharp, going straight 
to the nub of the matter; and the 
matter was what was happening in 
Europe. 


Mr. Hasegawa pinpointed 
questions on the EC, on the eastern 
bloc, on strategy, on leading 
companies and their strengths and 
weaknesses, on our views of the 
best marketing methods for 
Japanese producers. It became 
clear that he wasn’t hearing things 
for the first time, merely 
cross-checking his facts. 


You don’t head up one of the 
biggest coin machine operating 
companies in the world on 
inadequate information, neither do 
you celebrate your 35th anniversary, 
as Taito Corporatoin did in 1988, 
without packing a great deal of 
technical punch, innovative 
inspiration and international respect. 


The Taito data makes interesting 
reading. It was founded in 1953 by 
one of the biggest names in coin 
machine history, Michael Kogan, 
with the establishment of the Taito 
Trading Co., making small automatic 
venders. He moved into operating a 
year later, specialising in 


amusement machines and by 1961 
had established branches in several 
cities in Japan, including factories at 
Tokyo, Yokohama and Osaka. In 
1963 he set up the Pacific 
Manufacturing Corporation at 
Yokohama expressly for R. and D. 
and in 1972 changed the company 
name to Kabushiki Kaisha Taito or 
Taito Corporation. The present head 
office building in Tokyo (close to the 
New Otani Hotel, so familiar to 
visitors to the JAMMA show) were 
built in 1973 at the same time as the 
establishment of Taito America 
Corporation and in the succeeding 
years came new buildings for the R. 
and D. department and more 
branches in Ebina City and _ in 
Osaka, at Nagoya, Fukuoka, 
Kumagaya and other centres. 


Mr. Akio Nakanishi became 
President in 1984 followed a year 
later by Mr. Yojiro Suekado, the 
same time as Taito entered the 
computer software business and in 
1988—the 35th year—Mr. 
Hasegawa took over as President. 


It has 130 branches throughout 
Japan, with 1,950 employees and 
annual sales Y61.7bn. (1990). It has 
Taito America Corporation in Illinois 
and Taito Europe Corporation in 
London, headed by Grant Freerks. 


—> 
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in London, headed by Grant 
Freerks. 


The pedigree is impressive and 
impeccable and yet Mr. Hasegawa 
is anxious to build his giant 
corporation still further—and Europe 
figures strongly in his plans. 


“We are a customer-driven 
company,” he said, “we provide 
what the customer wants, so we 
listen very carefully to what he says. 
We asked the European market 
what it wanted from us and we are 
now engaged in providing it. Europe 
is a very attractive market, one in 
which we want to become very much 
more established, to begin with in 
the EC and later in the new, eastern 
countries. 


“| believe that in the eastern 
countries the first new machines 
which will be acceptable there will be 
slots, because the new governments 
will want hard currency. To get that 
they need to attract tourism and to 
cater for the tourist—and take their 
hard currency—what better way 
than to build casinos. Games will 
follow; second-hand games are 
already going into those markets, 
but new games will be accepted 
later.” 


Of all of the world markets, he 
said, only Japan itself was actually 


strong right at the moment, but in the 
normal course of events the 
international market place was well 


used to periodic peaks and troughs. 


In Japan, he recognised that the 
video game was no longer “king”. 
Only 50 per cent, he said, of the 
games currently operating actually 
were monitor-based games. He split 
the industry four ways, equally, 
between PCB-based upright videos, 
simulator or sit-down games, 
novelties and redemption games. 


The prime developments were in 
shopping malls being set up in 
suburban areas in which 
amusement centres were figuring 
strongly. Taito was planning to have 
an involvement in at least 50 of such 
centres by the end of 1990. He 
noted a pleasing development to 
relax restrictions concerning the 
Opening of large stores in which 
amusement centres were opening to 
attract a family clientele. 


The key to the future of the games 
industry, and therefore to the 
long-term prospects of Taito, he 
said, was new technology. The 
semi-conductor business remains 
extremely active in Japan and one of 
the prime areas for testing new 
technology was in the amusement 


industry. For that reason, Taito, as a 
leading operator and manufacturer 
of games, had access to many of the 
latest developments. It was a good 
barometer for semi-conductors 
because it remained comparatively 
constant, unlike the computer 
industry. 


“We can apply the new 
technologies for the inventors, either 
in the coin-operated amusement 
machine industry or in the consumer 
game industry—or even in both.” 


The Taito ability to innovate is 
beyond question, even without 
Space Invaders and its grandson, 
now on the market. It has 
contributed a wealth of variegated 
equipment from robots to automatic 
golf tee-up machines to the leisure 
sector and it was clear from Mr. 
Hasegawa’s comments that there is 
a very great deal more to come from 
Taito, possibly in the short term. 


In the meantime, with 560 
amusement centres in Japan 
directly owned by the group and a 
similar number leased, Taito has a 
massive captive corporate testing 
ground within which it can ensure 
the success of new products before 
they are launched on the open 
market. 
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BELGIUM FAX: 32 2 245 24 01 or 32 87 31 32 07 
TEL: 32 2 245 44 50 or 32 87 31 50 50 


GOTTLIEB PINBALLS: 


SIRMO BINGOS: 


JUKE BOXES: 
SNK: 


GAMING MACHINES: 


VIFICO: 


NEW AND USED 

HOOPS, TITLE FIGHT, DEADLY 
WEAPON, SILVER SLUGGER, VEGAS— 
CAMERA ACTION, BONE BUSTERS, 
BIG HOUSE, etc. 


FULL RANGE 2 CARD AND 6 CARD 
MODELS 


ROWE-AMI 


NEO-GEO SYSTEM 3 MODELS. 
AVAILABLE IN PCB AND COMPLETE 
GAMES. 


NEW AND USED BALLY SLOT 
MACHINES 

CE] AND OMEGA POKER GAMES 
SUPER AMBASSADOR WITH OR 
WITHOUT HOPPER 


20in. AND 25in. VIDEO CABINETS 


ALL USED GAMES RECONDITIONED AND PACKED 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY ON REQUEST 
ALL GOODS EX WAREHOUSES BELGIUM 
GUARANTEES AND AFTER SALES SERVICE AVAILABLE 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR: 
GOTTLIEB, SIRMO, SNK, ROWE-AMI, 
AZKOYEN, MERIT, VIFICO AND EMT. 


arcrest 
design and build 
fruit machines 
for Europe. 


or its laws. 


or its people. 


or its needs. 


arcrest Ltd. 
Manchester, England 


Tel: 061-339 0212 


BONDEAL 


THE FATMAN 
SAYS 


HELLO! 


BONDEAL LIMITED, 
1512-17 Metroplaza Tower 1, Kwai Fong, Hong Kong 
Telephone (852) 487 9089. Fax (852) 428 1533 


aS TRIPLE Bie BONUS 
© EXCIING GRAPHICS 


DYNA CO~4LTD. 
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Head Office: Development & Mfg. European Office Exclusive for Austria 


CSFR, Yugoslavia, Hungary 


CO. LTD. EUROPE 


2-3-48 URIWARI, HIRANO-KU HALSINGEG. 14-16, S-113 23 CS 
OSAKA, ZIP: 547, JAPAN. STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN. A-4050 TRAUN, KREMSTAL. ST. 93 

TELEPHONE: 81-6-707 9268 TELEPHONE: 46-8-306250 TELEPHONE: 07229-4591 -0 
FACSIMILE: 81-6-708 6743 FACSIMILE: 46-8-332019 FACSIMILE: 07229-2724 


AN EXCELLENT GAME?! © 
Y, FRESH AND PROFITABLE !! 
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FOR AMUSEMENT ONLY : 


DEVELOPED & MANUFACTURED BY 


BTR INTERNATIONAL INC. 


SF-1, NO. 30, NANKING W. ROAD. TAIPEI, TAIWAN, R.O.C. 
FAX : 886-2-5814888 TLX : 16727 BTRTPE 
TEL: 886-2-5318361 (REP.) WT'C M/C CODE : BTR II 
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Ass STAR COMPANY 
WITH = STAR FEATURES 


* VIDEO GAMES x PIN TABLES x 
* JUKE BOXES «x POOL TABLES x 
* PAYOUT MACHINES x SLOT MACHINES « 


PROBABLY THE LARGEST STOCK OF RECONDITIONED AND 
REFURBISHED GAMES IN LONDON. 


ve FULL WORKSHOP FACILITY AND WARRANTED PRODUCTS. 


4 COMPREHENSIVE AFTER-SALES SERVICE. 


SEPARATE IN-HOUSE EXPORT DIVISION GUARANTEES QUICK 
ACTION. 


ve OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN COIN MACHINES. 


BARCREST, JPM, BELL-FRUIT, ACE, SEGA, ATARI, TAITO, CAPCOM, SNK, 
MAYGAY, FAMOUS GAMES. KONAMI, LEYLAND. 


sans 


(Coin Machine Sales) Ltd. 


UDC House, 181 Park Avenue, Phone: 081-965 7071 
London NW10 7HX. Fax: 081-453 0948 
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Company profile 


Vari-Tech 


THE Gulf War stifled Vari-Tech’s 
plans for taking redemption games 
into Europe and arguably, not much 
else would have stopped the young 
and aggressive American company 
from its objective, it is so adamant 
that redemption MUST come for a 
European coin machine business 
desperate for something new. 


Vari-Tech International does not 
see Europe as a small market for its 
redemption machines, but possibly 
larger than the US business itself, 
especially three or four years down 
the line since redemption took the 
American trade by the scruff of the 
neck and turned it upside down. 

“We were all ready with our 
European plans,” said operations 
manager Anne Coleman. “We had 
set up a joint company in the UK, put 
in some pilot installations, talked to 
people on the continent, prepared 
Our product line for the small 
variations necessary for European 
countries and we were all ready to 
go for it at the ATEI in London in 
January. The Gulf War stopped us in 
our tracks, but not for long. Now it is 
all over the groundwork is all in place 
and we will go for it.” 

She is probably not wrong. Many 
Europeans have been talking about 
redemption and its possibilities for 
some time, having seen its impact 
on the US trade. The appeal of 
vending collectable tickets in games 
and giving prizes in return for them is 
undeniable both for player and 
operator. The problem lies as much 
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Vari-Tech general manager Mark 
Kane. 


in the operators’ preparedness to 
work at redemption as in anything 
else. 

Winning a prize for one’s skill and 
dexterity in a fun game is an old 
theory from travelling funfairs, a 
tradition continued in the 
upper-echelon of that business 
which has become theme parks. 
Walking away with a fluffy toy at the 
end of a knock-em-down game goes 
back many years; all that the US 


goes for 
Furope 


trade did a few years back is refine 
the product and update it to modern 
tastes, and set the games so that the 
prizes are obtainable. 

The AMOA exhibition in recent 
years has seen a dedication to fads 
which suggest an American coin 
machine industry apparently flirting 
with all kinds of new themes, none of 
which last beyond a year or two. 
This seemingly fickle love ’em and 
leave ‘em relationship has seen wild 
enthusiasm for coin-op telephone, 
trivia games, cranes, basketball 
games, all thickly populating the 
show booths one year and virtually 
disappearing the next. The angle 
which has persisted, however, for 
several years now, is redemption. 
Giving a ticket and a prize has found 
a longevity which few other novelty 
machine notions have attained in 
recent years. 

There is plenty of evidence to 
suggest that many arcade owners in 
the US have turned over at least part 
of their space to redemption, often 
removing some of their video games 
to do so. Why? There is a growing 
demand from those who influence 
who gets what space in locations 
like shopping malls for companies 
who are more dedicated to family 
entertainment than a dedication to 
video games would suggest. Video 
games, they insist, are fine in their 
way, but they lack variety and tend 
to attract teenage males, while 
shopping malls should have a wider 
appeal. It is a doctrine which arcade 
Owners are in any case coming 
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around to as they see a market 
among players for wider-based 
products which might dilute some of 
the opposition they face from 
elements keen to suggest socially 
undesirable aspects of video games. 

Whether one agrees with those 
opponents of the industry or not, 
they are undoubtedly out there and 
occasionally get a hearing from a 
media all too ready to promote 
dissent. 

In any case, video game “takes” 
are not what they used to be, the 
quality of games in terms of ideas 
may be waning and a case is 
constantly being made out that 
consumer video games are 
damaging the coin-operated 
product; another reason for 
widening the coin-operated games 


base and “insuring” with product . 
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variety. 

There is reported to be 1,000,000 
video games in the US market, 
although the informed sector of the 
business tends to doubt the 
accuracy of that figure. Vari-Tech 
does not use an argument in favour 
of redemption which seeks to 
replace segments of whatever the 
real total is; merely recognises that 
the argument exists for whatever it is 
worth. The company instead extols 
the value of additional novelty of an 
all-embracing family entertainment 
nature which its products and those 
of 15 or so other companies in the 
US provide. 

There is no doubt that European 
companies, especially in the UK, 
were poised to move heavily into 
redemption this year prior to the Gulf 
War breaking out and indeed, were 
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even prepared to promote the notion 
of redemption as a valuable asset to 
combat the effects of the recession. 
Harry Levy and Crompton were both 
this year showing manufactured 
lines in this field while UDC figured 
strongly among distributors at ATEI 
with this type of product. The Gulf 
War did not stop their marketing 
efforts, but all will concede that 
general expansion in the coin 
machine field was inhibited while the 
conflict persisted. 

At Vari-Tech’s 45,000 square foot 
factory at Grandville, Michigan, the 
company regretted the hiccup in its 
grand European plan but viewed it 
as nothing more. “We're ready to go 
in Europe,” said General Manager 
Mark Kane. “It has to be the big area 
of expansion for us; the numbers 
there in terms of potential are simply 
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The Vari-Tech team at a staff meeting. 
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incalculable.” 

What the company envisages as 
its prime installation is a location 
affording around 4,000 to 5,000 
square feet, although it can work 
with as little as 2,000 and limitless 
volumes upwards. Larger arcades, 
probably at the seaside, indoor 
amusement parks, major tourist 
centres and safari parks are the type 
of locations which immediately come 
to mind. The pilot scheme already 
run in the UK was at the Windsor 
Safari Park where seven games 
were installed and the full Vari- Tech 
package of staff training in 
budgeting, games _ installation, 
presentation and management was 
provided. “Establishing operations 
under a typical US midway 
philosophy from the beginning 
assisted in the overall success of the 
programme,” said Mark Kane. “We 
worked closely with the 
management staff and monitored 
the performance of each game 
throughout the season. Establishing 
the proper rules and guidelines, 
setting a win frequency at 28-30 per 
cent, providing a good quality prize 
at an affordable price to play, 
together created a greater per capita 
than normal per capita for 
comparable games in the US.” 

Whether it will work in an arcade is 
probably not questioned; whether 
there are arcades out there, 
especially in Europe, with the space 
to afford for the type of installation 
needed in redemption is perhaps 
open to conjecture. A safari park or 
theme park can set aside the room 
without too much of a problem, but 
an arcade, usually pressed for 
space and operating on a strict 
observation of rate of return per 
square foot, may think twice. 

Mr. Kane accepts the analogy but 
questions its validity. “There are 
arcades with space, usually at the 
seaside, often running something 
with high labour cost such as prize 
bingo, which should and could lend 
themselves to this type of operation. 
There is also in the US the opening 
up of establishments specifically 
designed for redemption products 
and operating very successfully 
because they appeal to such a wide 
audience.” 

Vari-Tech puts into those 
locations a range of what can only 
be described as midway games 
which have been turned over to coin 
operation. The company builds a 
range of such games itself, but also 
distributes the redemption products 
of other companies. 

One such liaison has led to the 
establishment of a European base. 
For just over a year, Ace Novelty of 
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Fire Fighters on the production line. 


Seattle, has had an office and 
manufacturing facility in the UK. At 
the beginning of this year, Ace and 
Vari-Tech signed an agreement 
under which the two companies 
blended their many years of 
merchandising and games 
operational experience to form 
International Game Concepts, or 
IGC. It is a service company, 
providing consulting and _ financial 
support for redemption games 


operations as well as 
non-coin-operated midway games 
operations. 


IGC will provide full-scale 
operations, including equipment, 
management and staffing, the 
financial programme through a 
lease/purchase system and a range 
of long or short-term management 
support. The latter would include the 
provision of the entertainment 
environment, design of concepts, 
game selection, rules and prize level 
guidelines, policy and procedure 
development, staffing needs, 
budgeting and profitability, 
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The Water Race two player. 


Operational controls, merchandise 
purchasing, cost of sales monitoring 
and employee and management 
training. 


Vari-Tech has a wealth of 
experience upon which to draw, 
blending technical capabilities with 
the ideas of personnel in major 
amusement fields has developed an 
environment responsible for 
producing new, unique and useful 
products and services to locations 
such as Disneyland, Aladdin’s 
Castle, Six Flags, Marine World 
Africa and many more. 


Vari-Tech can provide for 
companies such as these a full-line 
of coin-operated redemption games 
or immediate win amusement park 
games based upon the needs of the 
bid uses. Coin-operated products 
include Hot Shot Basketball, Mr. Six 
Gun, Mini Pro-Golf, Two Player 
Water and Truck Race, Tin Can 
Alley, and Animal Festival. Midway 
style games include a variety of 
custom-themed group race games, 
Milk Can, Pop Gun, Com Toss, 
Goblet, Ring Toss, Short Range 
Basketball, Car Racks, etc. 


Around 50 per cent of Vari- Tech's 
output from its Grandville factory 
goes in exports, to Mexico, 
Australasia, the Far East and to 
Europe. That is the area of 
expansion which the company sees 
as its immediate goal, a market 
which will quickly overtake its 
domestic business. “We have a 
unique product,” said Mr. Kane. 
“Now that we have IGC at 
Birmingham, in England, we have a 
point from which we can service the 
European continent and that may be 
only the beginning for us.” 
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Yuki Takashima is President of Irem 
Corporation of Japan. 


HINTS of major changes in the Irem 
Corporation’s policy towards its own 
product line, overseas sales and 
future technology came from 
President Yuki Takashima in an 
interview with EuroS/ot at his Osaka 
offices recently. 

Mr. Takashima told us that there 
was now a Clear and identifiable shift 
in emphasis in the Japanese market 
away from video games and into the 
broader spectrum of “novelties.” He 
said that two years ago the accent 
on video was approximately 90 per 
cent to novelties, 10 per cent, but 
currently this had moved to 60 per 
cent and 40 per cent. This was a 
move pinpointed by Irem some time 
ago and the group was moving to 
meet it. 

Similarly, the growth of new 
technologies in simulation and 
computer graphics was leading the 
industry into new and challenging 
fields in which to provide 
amusement. His company’s 
connections are opening up these 
new doors to his research and 
development department. Irem is a 
subsidiary of the Nanao 
Corporation, a major producer of 
computer displays and 
micro-processor controlled 
products. 

These factors were uniting to 
promote a new and different type of 
product from Irem, which may not 
even come in the form of 
coin-operated machines. 

Similarly, its markets were 
changing. Europe in particular is 
now being targeted as a major new 
growth area for the twin reasons of 
the EC single market in 1992 and 
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— IREM: A SHIFT IN 


EMPHASIS 


lrem stands for ‘Innovations in Recreational 
Electronic Media’ and gives a name to one of Japan’s 
great coin machine innovators. David Snook talks 
with the company’s President, Yuki Takashima. 


the opening of the “new” eastern 
countries. Mr. Takashima and his 
colleagues are looking at widening 
the spread of representation for the 
company in Europe, beyond its 
current customers of Nova Apparate 
in Germany, Electrocoin in Britain 
and Raha in Finland. Other 
countries are dealt with largely on a 
product-to-product basis. 

“Perhaps we should open an 
office in Europe,” he said, “but first 
we think that it would be tactically 
best to see how the size and shape 
of the European market emerges. 
We would regard it as a support for 
our distributors there.” 

What concerns Mr. Takashima 
principally about Europe is its 
readiness to accept copied games in 
some countries. He acknowledges 
that where there are strong laws the 
problem is minimal, but in many 
areas there are no controls. “If 
operators thought logically about the 
future, there would be no room for 
importers of copies. In particular, 
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Spain and Italy are areas where we 
have great concern.” 

As lrem is an important developer 
of software for the consumer 
products market, the company is 
keenly watching the development of 
consumer video games in Europe, a 
field in which Mr. Takashima felt 
there was still a very great deal of 
scope. In just five years consumer 
games have swept aside all other 
forms of games in the US and he 
anticipated that the same thing 
would happen in Europe. Arcade 
games, he felt, had an important role 
to play in the development of the 
consumer market, providing a 
testing ground and helping to get 
games established before they were 
launched for the home games. 

He did not subscribe to the view 
that arcade games were damaged 
by consumer products. He said that 
consumer games taught children at 
a young age to appreciate and enjoy 
the challenges provided by video 
games and when they were older 
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and had access to 
pocket money, so 
they would be 
able to enjoy 

the facilities of 
arcade games. At 
the same time, 
there was no 
evidence in the 
US that consumer 
games had 
inhibited the 
viability of 
arcades. 

But the 
sophistication of 
children’s tastes 
in amusement 
was being 
advanced so 
quickly by video 
games that they 
were becoming 
more demanding. 
Sixty per cent of — 
children were now 
familiar with video 
games and some 
were visibly tiring 
of the novelty 
value they offered 
which was 
another reason 
why he felt that 
other forms of 
coin-operated 
amusement were 
going to become 
increasingly 
important. 

Tastes within 
the field of video 
games were also 
changing rapidly. 
“Three years ago 
| was offered 
Tetris for the 
Japanese market, 
but the market 
was not right for it 
at that time. Two 
years ago it was 
right, but 
unfortunately the 
opportunity was 
not there by 
then!” 


lrem has had its 


share of hit 
games, however, 
naming Moon 
Patrol, 10-Yard 
Fight, Lode 
Runner, Battle 
Road, Kung-Fu 
Master, R-Type, 
Vigilante and 
Ninja Spirit 
among them. 
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‘Some 
children 
are visibly 
tiring of 

the novelty 
value 
offered 

in video 
games’ 
—Yuki 
Takashima, 
President of 
lrem. 
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The company 
has 300 
employees, was 
established in 
1974 and has 
capital of 
$784,000m. Its 
yearly sales top 
$60m. and its 
products have 
been licensed to 
household names 
such as NEC, 
Sega, Nintendo 
and Data East. It 
merged with the 
Nanao 
Corporation in 
1980. 

In 1989 it 
formed Irem 
America Corp., 
based in Seattle, 
by the counsel of 
leading trade 
personality Frank 
Ballouz to directly 
market and 
distribute both 
video, arcade and 
consumer games 
in that market. 

New games for 
1991 will include 
Lightning Swords, 
with a samurai 
swordsmen 
theme and Pound 
for Pound, a 
boxing game, 
while Electrocoin 
in Britain is 
planning to 
relaunch the 
highly successful 
Major Title golf 
game which has 
already had one 
long bout of 
production 
following its initial 
launch at the AOU 
show in Tokyo in 
March, 1990. 

The new games 
indicate a 
determination by 
the company to 
recognise the 
importance of the 
video games 
market, while it 
also 
acknowledges the 
subtle changes 
taking place in the 
business. It 
intends to 
respond to both. 
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A regular series of 

articles by Michael 

Shefras delegate 
to Euromat 


HANDS up! Who knows how many “clicks” there are in a fruit 
machine? 

| would suggest that the majority of my readers do not know 
what | am talking about. All the original slot machines, fruit 
machines as they were called in Europe, relied upon a 
mechanical timing device, a “clock”. As the handle was pulled the 
clock unwound and the player heard five clicks—for the reels, for 
the payout selection and finally the payout. Having been weaned 
to use a “bending iron” and stretch the clock and payout springs, 
you can understand that | find state of the art electronics mind 
boggling. | 

| really believe that you can do anything with a slot machine 
today. It is perhaps to the good that five countries in Europe 
where payout machines are allowed are constrained by a legal 
code. 

But it was not the fruit machine that led me to the original train 
of thought. Some years ago,| had the temerity to say from the 
podium of an annual general meeting of the Bingo Association of 
Great Britain (as it is called today) that a national bingo game 
played throughout the country in every licensed bingo club would 
improve business. 

Then, with the backing of the entire bingo industry | steered 
legislation through the British Parliament leading to an 
amendment to the Gaming Bill in July, 1985. Eventually, in 1986, 
we had formed a new company to manage the game and it was 
played in the majority of British bingo clubs. The game in itself 
deserved an article on its own and no doubt we will be able to 
return to this subject at some later date. 

But to get to the stage where we had a game we had to find a 
way to organise the technicalities of the operation. Now this was 
only six years ago. David Isaacs, the then managing director of 
Zetters Bingo, the same company which organises one of the 
three football pool competitions in Great Britain, volunteered to 
endeavour to find a technical solution. 

Many computer companies looked at him in amazement, but 
finally from a list of 29 companies a consultant was 
commissioned and finally ICL, a British computer company, 
found an answer using a powerful main frame computer with 
back up and with a small PC in each participating club. The 
information was passed through to the computer using British 
Telecom kilo stream lines. All taken for granted now, but it was 
exciting, nail biting and broke new ground at the time. 

Let me move forward to 1989, when | was asked by an 
industrial client to investigate the possibility of a national lottery in 
the United Kingdom, a subject | discussed in last month’s article. 
The company which commissioned the inquiry actually decided 
to do nothing further. There is still time, but | was able to travel 
extensively, especially in the USA and Canada, and see first 
hand how “on line” lotteries are organised in those countries. 

In 1985 we had trouble finding a way to organise the national 
game. In just three years, an enormous amount of movement in 
the ability to control lotteries by computer had been developed. In 
1990 when | delivered the research, 29 states in the USA had “on 
line” games. In Europe “on line” equipment was beginning to 
appear in Germany, but not actually being used to its full 
potential, and there was a “state of the art” game in Eire. ° 

The possibility of winning a major jackpot, albeit with long odds, 
is what sells the tickets. The games are designed so that at times 
the jackpot rolls over. If, as happens every now and then, the 
game continues for several weeks, the final jackpot is enormous. 
The first time it happened in Southern Ireland, with a jackpot of 
£14m, it hit the British national press and TV. Returning to the 
States, in California in June, 1988, a state which in population 
terms is half the size of the UK, tickets were being purchased at 
the rate of 200,000 per minute! 

To control this size of business there must be very efficient 
logistical and technical support. The computers, the 
communications and the sales points must work to maximum 
efficiency and the marketing expertise is yet another dimension. 


The Shefras column 


Those of my readers who are involved in lotteries will know 
how they work, but | would suggest that the majority of those 
involved in the slot machine industry in Europe have no idea of 
the complexity and sophistication of the equipment used to 
provide the simple “lotto” game. | would like to provide a broad 
brush description. 

Originally, the lottery business relied upon the sale of a chance 
to play, very similar to the way the game is played today in Spain. 
But during the last 20 years or so the instant ticket in all its 
different forms was developed. Finally, electronics enabled the 
really instant game. By providing a sophisticated terminal easily 
available in many outlets, the player can buy his chance and 
immediately he or she is in the game. Sales of chances can take 
place almost up to the time of the final draw. The information is 
passed by high speed telephone communication and in some 
places by short wave radio. But this is still too complicated for 
some players and there are very quick ways for the players to 
select their numbers by just letting the computer select the 
numbers. 

The marketing is very sophisticated. Point of sale material and 
illuminated signage abounds and agents are trained both 
in-house and in schools developed specifically for the purpose. 
The terminals are a costly item, and there has to be enough trade 
to justify installation. In 1990 in California, there were 7,500 
terminals, but there were more than 20,000 agents selling 
chances to play. 

There are five major suppliers of the computerised equipment 
used to provide the lottery game—three in the states, one in 
Sweden and one in France. Competition is fierce, and a lottery 
contract is probably renewed every five years. The contractor has 
to provide virtually immediate service and there are penalties if 
the terminals are down for more than a specified time. In some 
urban areas, the terminal must be up and running within 45 
minutes! 

All the lotteries ensure that the computers are backed up with 
another computer and further backed up in other premises to 
ensure the safety and integrity of the game. It is suggested that 
the California game can handle up to 420,000 transactions a 
minute with a duplex computer system based in two widely 
dispersed centres and they are developing a triplex system that 
will almost eliminate the risk of any terminal failure. 

lronically, after all the high tech equipment utilised to provide 
the game, the draw is still in most places carried out using the 
old-fashioned cage. The equipment normally used is a number of 
large cages with numbered balls. The cages are continuaily 
checked for balance and the draw takes place in front of an 
independent auditor, in many places on television. It is usually 
videoed and sophisticated procedures ensure that the tape 
cannot be edited in any way. 

Of course, we could say that lotteries are just another business 
but, as | said last month, one has to wonder if there will ever be a 
British national lottery. Will European lotteries be able to sell their 
games in the UK and what is the possibility of a massive “on line” 
pan European game? 
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Der erste STAR in einer ganzen 
Erfolgsserie von Gerdten fur 
Osteuropa. Auszahiquote und 
Hochstgewinn nach den 
Bestimmungen jedes Landes 
wahliweise 150/200/300/500. 


SerienmaBig mit 
VergleichsmUnzprufer und 
Hopper fur jede Munze! 
(Auch Token) 


Nachsten 
Monat 


In Vorbereitung: 


DRAW POKER 


JAMES BOND 
007 Slot 


CASINO 7 


The first of our STARS in a row 
of garning machines 
manufactured for 
Eastern Europe. 

Payout and percentage 
according to every country’s 
specifications. 

Max. payout 150/200/300/500. 


Coin comparitor and hopper 
accepts any coin or token. 


oming soon: 
DRAW POKER 


JAMES BOND 
007 Slot 


Poppenbiitteler Bogen 44 - 2000 Hamburg 65 - Telefon: 040 / 60 602-0 


Telex: 2 165 173 tvt d - Fax: 040 / 60 602-15 


WE KNOW THE GAME 


EuroSlot ...... 92 


Finance 


Monthly average e 


ECU ASch _—‘BFr DKr Fmk FFr GDr Irf l 


xchange rate 


NFI NKr Esc Pta SKr SFr £ 


DM 0.4871 7.03678 20.6063 3.8658 2.42677 3.39816 110.15 0.37398 747.616 1.1267 3.90668 85.7629 62.4319 3.63079 0.87193 0.3406 
2.05315 0.14211 0.04853 0.25868 0.41207 0.29428 0.00908 2.67395 0.00134 0.88755 0.25597 0.01166 0.01602 0.27542 1.14688 2.936 
£ 1.43 2066 60.5 11.35 7.125 9.977 323.4 1.098 2195 3.308 11.47 251.8 1833 1066 2.56 
0.6993 0.0484 0.01653 0.08811 0.14035 0.10023 0.00309 0.91075 0.00046 0.3023 0.08718 0.00397 0.00546 0.09381 0.39063 
SFr 0.55859 8.07031 23.6328 4.43359 2.7832 3.89727 126.328 0.42891 857.422 1.29219 4.48047 98.3594 71.6016 4.16406 
1.79021 0.12391 0.04231 0.22555 0.3593 0.25659 0.00792 2.33151 0.00117 0.77388 0.22319 0.01017 0.01397 0.24015 
SKr 0.13415 1.93809 5.67542 1.06473 0.66839 0.93593 30.3377 0.103 205.91 0.31032 1.07598 23.621 17.1951 
7.45455 0.51597 0.1762 0.93921 1.49614 1.06846 0.03296 9.70856 0.00486 3.22249 0.92938 0.04234 0.05816 
Pta. 0.0078 0.11271 0.33006 0.06192 0.03887 0.05443 1.76432 0.00599 11.9749 0.01805 0.06258 1.3737 
128.182 8.87222 3.02975 16.1498 25.7263 18.3723 0.56679 166.94 0.08351 55.4111 15.9808 0.72796 
Esc 0.00568 0.0825 0.24027 0.04508 0.0283 0.03962 1.28435 0.00436 8.71724 0.01314 0.04555 
176.084 12.1878 4.16198 22.185 35.3404 25.238 0.7786 229.326 0.11472 76.1185 21.9529 
NKr 0.12467 1.80122 5.27463 0.98954 0.62119 0.86983 28.1953 0.09573 191.369 0.2884 
8.02098 0.55518 0.18959 1.01057 1.60982 1.14964 0.03547 10.4463 0.00523 3.46735 
NFI 0.43229 6.24547 18.289 3.43108 2.15387 3.01602 97.763 0.33192 663.543 
2.31329 0.16012 0.05468 0.29145 0.46428 0.33156 0.01023 3.01275 0.00151 
IL 0.00065 0.00941 0.02756 0.00517 0.00325 0.00455 0.14733 0.0005 
1534.97 106.244 36.281 193.392 308.07 220.006 6.78726 1999.09 
Ir€ 1.30237 18.816 55.1002 10.337 6.48907 9.08652 294.536 
0.76783 0.05315 0.01815 0.09674 0.15411 0.11005 0.0034 
GDr 0.00442 0.06388 0.18707 0.0351 0.02203 0.03085 
226.154 15.6534 5.34545 28.4934 45.3895 32.4146 
FFr 0.14335 2.07076 6.06395 1.13762 0.71414 
6.97692 0.48291 0.16491 0.87903 1.40028 
Fmk 0.2007 2.89965 8.49123 1.59298 
4.98252 0.34487 0.11777 0.62775 
DKr 0.12599 1.82026 5.3304 
7.93706 0.54937 0.1876 
BFr 0.02364 0.34149 
42.3077 2.92836 
ASch 0.06922 
14.4476 


NOTE: The top line 
gives £ to DM and 
second line DM to £. 
The same system 
relates to each 
currency. 


source: The Royal Bank of Scotland 


Dkr 


DANISH Krone: The Danish krone has 
generally been one of the weakest 
currencies in the ERM this year. On 
June 25 it replaced the French franc at 
the bottom of the grid. It has, however, 
largely traded within 1.5 per cent of its 
central rate of DKr3.81443 per DM, in 
line with the government's proposal 
that the 2.25 per cent bands be 
narrowed to 1.5 per cent by January 
1994, so as to ensure that European 
economies converge further to make 
EMU possible. 

In 1990 Denmark recorded its first 
current account surplus since 1963, 
due to a 105.8 per cent increase in its 
trade surplus to DKr21.2b. The trade 
surplus for the first five months of 1991 


stood at DKr8.3b and, although interest 
payments on foreign debt (DKr279b, 34 
per cent of 1990 GDP) will continue to 
be the primary cause of the invisible 
deficit, a current account surplus is 
expected for the second successive 
year. Meanwhile, the trade balance is 
likely to be boosted in coming years, 
reflecting self-sufficiency in oil and gas 
by 1993. 

Bringing the budget deficit under 
control is proving very difficult. Last 
May the government revised upwards 
its deficit by DKr6.2b to DKr35.6b (4.2 
per cent of GDP) reflecting the rise in 
unemployment, currently 10.1 per cent. 
The Finance Minister still believes 
budgetary balance can be achieved by 
1995 with a 3 per cent or more growth 
rate per annum, but even with this, 
further (politically damaging) spending 
cuts/tax increases would seem 
necessary. With indirect taxes higher 
than elsewhere in the EC, 
harmonisation would require cuts of 
some DKr8-10b which would leave a 


gap in state finances, but cuts in duties 
on several goods totalling DKr2.2b 
were introduced, with effect from July 1. 

After averaging just 2.6 per cent last 
year Danish inflation currently remains 
the lowest in the EC, standing at 2.5 
per cent in May. The cut in duties will to 
some extent help keep inflation down, 
despite the rise in import prices caused 
by the dollar surge. In the light of very 
favourable inflation and trade 
developments and also declining 
international interest rates, the discount 
rate was reduced by 0.5 percentage 
points to 9.0 per cent on May 22, giving 
the economy a boost. However, growth 
is likely to remain below last year's 
revised figure of 2.1 per cent. Euro- 
interest differentials with Germany have 
narrowed this year to stand just 25 
basis points higher. Nevertheless, 
despite real interest rates being among 
the highest in the EC, a continuing risk 
premium, reflecting principally the 
budget deficit and large foreign debt, 
seems likely. 
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CHOOSING A 
ELECTRONIC —— 
AMUSEMENT. Ss 


In the development and 
distribution of amusement 
machines, Elam Group operates 
according to the highest tech- 
nichal and marketing standards. 

On the international 
level Elam Group supplies 
specific know-how and products 
for any desired market. 

The object: amusement with 
a profit. 

We will be happy to 

send you our company brochure 


on application. 


ELAM GROUP 
THE SAFEST 
CHOICE. 


BELL-FRUIT MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 
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Videos 


Pinballs 


Jukeboxes 


Pool Tables 


Darts 


Cranes 


Novelty Games 


Kiddie Rides 


Supplies 


Etc. 


AT AUCTION NI ish 


VER IN THE UNITED STATES, you can 
attend a US Amusement game auction 
and ship the games back to your 
country. This provides you with wide 
variety at very attractive prices. 


US Amusement Auction has been helping 
coin-op operators buy and sell their games for 
over 10 years. We conduct large scale 
auctions with hundreds of games all 
throughout the US. For international shipping 
information contact Acumen Associates of 
Indiana: USA 317-844-2514, FAX 
317-844-4583. 


For information, Call | Ric Scher 
USA 812-333-9939. 


ae Amusement 
Auction 


2415 W. Amherst, Bloomington, IN 47404 
USA FAX: 812-333-8951 


AUCTION DATES 


Dallas, TX 
April 25 


Indianapolis, IN 
September 7 
November 9 
December 14 
February 1 
April 11 
June 13 


Tampa, FL 
November 16 
February 22 


Philadelphia, PA 
May 9 


Columbus, OH 
October 12 
December 7 
March 28 
May 16 


San Jose, CA 
September 28 
January 25 


Anaheim, CA 
November 2 
March 21 


Pinball Expo 91 
Chicago, IL 
October 27, 1991 


Eastern Collectable 
Pinball & Coin-Op 
Auction 

Columbus, OH 
June 27, 1992 
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EuroSlot 


NTERNATIONAL CHARTS 


AUSTRALIA 


. Video (dedicated) 


1. Race Drivin’ (Atari) 

2. Final Lap 2 (Namco) 

3. Hard Drivin’ (Atari) 

4. The Simpsons (Konami) 
~ §. Space Gun (Taito) 

6. Rad Mobile (Sega) 

7. Cisco Heat (Jaleco) 

8. Four Trax (Namco) 

9. Steel Gunners (Namco) 

10. Ghost Town (Bromley) 


Video (PCBs) 
1. Street Fighter Il (Capcom) 
2. Gun Force (Irem) 
3. Final Fight (Capcom) 
4. Vendetta (Konami) 
5. Three Wonders (Capcom) 
6. Neo-Geo Crossed Swords 
(SNK) 
7. Snow Bros (Toaplan) 
8. High Impact (Williams) 
9. Raiden (Seibu) 
10. Blood Brothers (Deco) 


Pinball 


1. Terminator 2 (Williams) 

2. Gilligan’s Island (Bally) 

3. Dr. Dude (Bally) 

4. Fun House (Williams) 

5. The Simpsons (Data East) 

6. Checkpoint (Data East) 

7. The Machine (Williams) 

8. Phantom of the Opera 
(Data East) 

9. Harley Davidson 
(Bally) 

10. Elvira (Bally) 


HONG KONG 


Video (dedicated) 


1. Time Traveller (Sega) 
2. Big Run (Jaleco) 
3. Hard Drivin’ (Atari) 
4. Cisco Heat (Jaleco) 
5. Super Hang On (Sega) 
Video (PCBs) 
1. Wrestle Fest (Technos) 
2. Vendetta (Konami) 
3. Street Fighter II (Capcom) 
4. Thunder Dragon (Tecmo) 
5. Shuuz (Atari) 
6. Turbo Force (V. System) 
7. King of Dragons (Capcom) 
8. Karate Blazer (V. System) 
9. D. D. Crew (Sega) 
10. Mutant Fighter (Data East) 


USA 


Video (dedicated) 
1. Race Drivin’ (Atari) 
2. Road Riot (Atari) 
3. Time Traveller (Sega) 
4. Hard Drivin’ (Atari) 
5. The Simpsons (Konami) 
6. Final Lap 2 (Namco) 
7. Steel Gunner (Namco) 
8. Mad Dog McCree 

(Betson/Icat) 

9. Vendetta (Konami) 

10. G-Loc (Sega) 


Video (PCBs) 

1. Street Fighter II (Capcom) 

2. Clutch Hitter (Sega) 

3. Burning Fight (SNK) 

4. Final Fight (Capcom) 

5. WWF Wrestle Fest. 

(Am. Technos) 

6. Sengoku (SNK) 

7. Raiden (Fabtek) 

8. Crossed Swords (SNK) 

9. King of the Monsters (SNK) 
10. Pit Fighter (Atari) 


Pinball 
1. Terminator 2 (Williams) 
2. The Machine (Williams) 
3. Fun House (Williams) 
4. Gilligan’s Island (Bally) 
5. Turtles (Data East) 
6. Checkpoint (Data East) 
7. Earthshaker (Williams) 
8. Slugfest (Williams) 
9. Simpsons (Data East) 
10. Elvira (Bally) 


JAPAN 


Video (dedicated) 


1. Final Lap 2 (Namco) 

2. Racing Beat (Taito) 

3. Rad Mobile (Sega) 

4. Steel Gunner (Namco) 

5. Super Monaco GP (Sega) 


Video (PCBs) 
1. Clutch Hitter (Sega) 
2. Street Fighter Il (Capcom) 
3. LD Quiz Quiz (Nichibutsu) 
4. Quiz Sangokushi (Capcom) 
5. Power Spikes 
(Video System) 
6. Quiz Daisosasen (SNK) 
7. Raiden (Seibu) 
8. LD Mahjong (Nichibutsu) 
9. Golfing Greats (Konami) 
10. Vimana (Toaplan/Tecmo) 


UK 


Video (dedicated) 


1. Virtuality (W. Industries) 

2. Final Lap 2 (Namco) 

3. Mad Dog McCree 

(Atari) 

4. Road Riot (Atari) 

5. Galaxy Force (Sega) 

6. Cisco Heat (Jaleco) 

7. Hang On (Sega) 

8. G-Loc (Sega) 

9. Rad Mobile (Sega) 
10. Out Run (Sega) 


Video (PCBs) 
1. Final Fight (Capcom) 
2. Vendetta (Konami) 
3. Street Fighter II 
(Capcom) 
4. Super Star (Technos) 
5. Raiden (Seibu) 
6. World Cup 90 (Tecmo) 
7. Football Champ (Taito) 
8. Volleyball (V. Systems) 
9. Super Pang (Mitchell) 
10. Robocop 2 (Data East) 


Pinball 
1. Terminator 2 (Williams) 
2. The Machine (Williams) 
3. Fun House (Williams) 
4. Gilligan’s Island (Bally) 
5. Dr. Dude (Bally) 
6. Checkpoint (Sega) 
7. Turtles (Data East) 
8. Bugs Bunny (Bally) 
9. Diner (Williams) 

10. Monday Night Football 

(Data East) 


Arcade AWPs 
1. Play It Again (Ace) 
2. High Point (BFM) 
3. Seven Heaven (Project) 
4. Sevens and Melons 
(Project) 
5. Eighth Wonder (Barcrest) 
6. Mega Bucks (Barcrest) 
7. Hi Rise (Barcrest) 
8. Super Bar X (Electrocoin) 
9. Hit the Six (Project) 
10. Reflex (Project) 


GERMANY 


Video (dedicated) 
1. Mad Dog McCree 
(Atari) 
2. Road Riot (Atari) 
3. Rad Mobile (Sega) 
4. G-Loc (Sega) 
5. Race Drivin’ (Atari) 
6. Steel Gunner (Namco) 
7. Race Drivin’ Panorama 
(Atari) 
8. Super Monaco (Sega) 
_ 9. Steel Talons (Atari) 
10. Hang On DL Limited 
(Sega) 


Video (PCBs) 
1. Street Fighter II 
(Capcom) 
2. Three Wonders 
(Capcom) 
3. Trog II (Bally/Midway) 
4. Football Champ 
(Taito) 
5. Vendetta (Konami) 
6. Raiden (Seibu) 
7. King of the Dragon 
(Capcom) 
8. High Impact 
(Bally/Midway) 
9. Karate Blazer 
(Video System) 
10. Wrestle Fest 
(Tecmo) 


Pinball 
1. The Machine 
(Williams) 
2. Gilligan’s Island (Bally) 
3. Terminator 2 (Williams) 
4. Fun House (Williams) 
5. Turtles (Data East) 
6. Checkpoint (Data East) 
7. Dr. Dude (Bally) 
8. Back to the Future 
(Data East) 
9. Harley Davidson 
(Bally) 
10. Bugs Bunny (Bally) 
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Casinos 


CRUISE NEWS 


Kloster 


KLOSTER Cruise Lines have taken some of their casino 
operations in-house as well as all aspects of marketing. 
Kloster, the fourth largest cruise line in the world, has 
always allowed its on board casinos to be operated by 
concessionaires. However, in line with a continuing trend, 
the days of casino concessions on board ships seem to be 
numbered. Kloster has always aimed at the longer 
cruises, between 12 and 21 days, and this marketing 
approach will continue. 

The casinos, though on the small side, aim at the more 
affluent passengers, in keeping with the longer, and 
therefore more expensive, cruises. 


Carnival 


CARNIVAL Cruise Lines is set to add to its huge fleet with 
the order of new ships over the next two years. 

The success of megaliners Fantasy and Ecstasy 
which, between them, have 59 gaming tables, has 
resulted in the line ordering a third 70,000 ton vessel, 
Sensation, and prompted negotiations for ships of the 
same size. 

Although the company owns Holland America Line and 
Windstar Sail Cruises, senior vice-president sales and 
marketing Bob Dickinson made it clear any more ships of 
this size would be for the Carnival brand. 

This year the group will carry around 1m. passengers, 
with Carnival responsible for about three quarters. 
Dickinson said ships were needed to meet expected 
demand. “If the cruise market does grow to 10m. by the 
year 2000, we would expect to be carrying at least 3m. 
across our current lines,” he said. Carnival’s success 
means it will have little difficulty raising the finance. 

A recently-completed share issue raised $115m. which 
the line has already earmarked—at least in part—for an 


Comment 


THERE is increasing concern from casinos around 
Europe relating to the growing influence of Chinese 
criminal groups who call themselves Triads. Triads take 
the same form as criminal “families”, sometimes well 
organised with a powerful leader or else comprising a 
band of relatively young men who are no more than a 
street gang. 


With the many Chinese now living in Europe, these 
Triads are exerting more and more influence in the 
communities who have contributed so much to the 
countries in which they reside. 


As far as casinos are concerned the Chinese player is 
welcomed as a blessing, reviving business that had 
suffered after the demise of the Middle Eastern players. 
Many gaming houses across Europe cater specifically to 
oriental players, providing Chinese food, celebrating 
Chinese holidays, supporting local Chinese charities and 
sponsoring events and sporting occasions that are 
Chinese related. 


Unfortunately the Triads are beginning to make things 
difficult. Where legitimate Chinese players comprise the 
vast majority of casino visitors, the criminal element is 
now making its presence felt. 


acquisition or two. And it demonstrated its intention to 
expand by tabling a bid for Premier Cruise Line before 
pulling out of the deal. 

Its profits took a dip in the second quarter of this year, 
but Dickinson said monthly targets had been met for the 
first time this year in June, and he was confident profits 
would be made in this third quarter. 

Windstar had had a tough time, but was now seen as a 
long-term acquisition and part of a deal which brought 
Carnival control of HAL. “It was always a good product but 
no one knew about it,” said Dickinson. “Now we have 105 
salespeople on the road telling others about it.” 


Royal Caribbean 


ROYAL Caribbean Cruises has set an ambitious target of 
27,000 bookings a year from the UK by 1995. 

The claim has been timed to coincide with next week’s 
launch of RCC’s 1992 programme, its biggest to date, 
including new superliners Monarch of the Seas and 
Majesty of the Seas. 

“The plan is a realistic one,” insisted RCC’s European 
sales and marketing director Jenny Brown. “We have 
been increasing bookings by increasing the market rather 
than taking market share from our rivals. This new 
programme should help us achieve 15,000 bookings in 
1992 and put us well on the way to our four-year target.” 

Brown said RCC’s average booking was $1,275, with 
repeat passengers tending to spend considerably more. 
“We are a volume company, but we are not interested in 
silly give-away prices,” she said. 

Royal Caribbean Cruises’ Song of America is to 
undergo a $60m. refit. During the ship’s normal 
drydocking in Baltimore in September its cinema, casino 
and other areas will be reconstructed to include a 
conference centre and casino. The work follows 
refurbishment of RCC’s Song of Norway, Nordic Prince 
and Sun Viking, the rebuilding of Viking Serenade and the 
introduction of new ships. 

Song of America will operate seven-night cruises from 
Miami to the western Caribbean until April 26, when it will 
sail on a repositioning cruise through the Panama Canal 
to Acapulco and Los Angeles. 


In many cases Triads have used their intimidating 
tactics to go so far as to have Chinese players boycott a 
casino. Any of the legitimate players attempting to play 
are told that their business premises will be burnt down, or 
they are threatened with physical violence should they be 
seen in a casino that has tried to curb the activities of 
Triad members. The reasons though, are not quite clear. It 
is not as if they are asking for protection money or any 
such overt demand. They rather demand certain 
privileges within a casino such as free meals and drinks. 
Sometimes they attempt to bring in too many people. In 
general they have been a nuisance rather than a true 
liability. 

However it now seems that too is changing in a very 
ominous fashion. 

Blatant cheating, when stopped by casino 
management, is noted by some Triad members as being 
“loss of face”. The vague term is used extensively to 
justify Casino managers having to bend over beyond 
breaking point to justify paying off bets that would have no 
chance of being paid under normal circumstances. 

One of the problems is that if those managers do not 
pay the bets the Triads then implement the boycott 
technique. 
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Casinos 


Norwegian 


NORWEGIAN Cruise Line’s seven ships are to offer a 
variety of eight or nine-day packages in the Caribbean 
and Mexico over the Christmas and New Year period. 


Epirotiki 
EXPANSION-hungry Epirotiki Lines is considering making 
an offer for Mediterranean operator Sun Line Cruises. 

The Greek company, which has lost three ships in 34 
months, has already signalled its intention to increase its 
fleet with a mid-August $36m. purchase of Norwegian 
Cruise Lines Sunward II. 

But Epirotiki has more money to spend following the 
$45m. insurance payout on Pegasus, which was 
destroyed by a fire at its berth in Venice on June 3. 

The acquisition of Sun Line and its ships, Stella Maris II, 
Stella Oceanis and Stella Solaris, would considerably 
strengthen Epirotiki’s position in the market. 

Despite the fire, the sinking of Oceanis off South 
America earlier this month and the sinking of Jupiter off 
Piraeus in October 1988, the Greek line has managed to 
maintain a nine-ship fleet. The Oceanis casino was 
operated by Casinos Austria and three of the seven 
casino staff were missing for 24 hours. Happily all was 
well in the end but there were a lot of worried people for 
that very long day. 

As well as the purchase of Sunward II, to be renamed 
Triton, it has also bought Japanese ship Sunflower this 
year. 


Renaissance 


RENAISSANCE Cruises staff are waiting to find out what 
changes will be made to the line following its takeover by 
an Italian trading house and a US tour operator. 

Under the deal the Cameli group has joined forces with 
Luxury Liners, a company owned by tour operator Edward 
Rudner, to take control of the cruise company. 


It is a small price to pay, one could say, if a casino 
whose patrons are largely Chinese stands to lose 80/90 
per cent of its drop for the sake of a few hundred or even a 
few thousand dollars, even if the circumstances are the 
result of a blatant “shot” taken by a Triad member. 

But then that is just the tip of the iceberg. As these 
Triads get away with a little, so the progression is 
inevitable. Because casino management thought it 
prudent to concede when these instances first occurred, 
they now find themselves at the mercy of the gangs who 
grow ever more confident. 

The Chinese like to gamble, we all know that. It hurts 
them just as much as it hurts the casinos not to be able to 
play. If the casinos themselves cannot control the 
situation, which appears to be the case in many situations, 
then they must approach the authorities to do so. 

Casinos, through their various associations throughout 
Europe, must approach the police with their very real 
concerns. If they combine with leaders of the legitimate 
Chinese community leaders they at least have a chance. 

Recently, in London, the police clamped down on the 
Chinatown section around Gerrard Street where many 
Triads have their bases. Witnesses spoke out, arrests 
were made and now one of the leaders has been jailed for 


The emergence of Rudner, who takes over as chairman 
and chief executive of Renaissance, is something of a 
surprise and it remains to be seen what changes he will 
make. 

The immediate future of former chief executive Mark 
Conroy seems secure although it is unclear what role he 
will play. Conroy welcomed the arrival of Rudner, 
describing him as a “very successful entrepreneur” in the 
travel industry. Under the terms of the deal the purchasers 
took over substantial amount of debt, thought to be 
around $100m. 

Renaissance has five ships in service. A sixth is due for 
completion next month and two more will enter the fleet 
next year. Each ship has one blackjack table and four slot 
machines run by Casinos Austria. 


Starlite 


STARLITE Cruises is expanding its operation with a move 
from California to Florida. It will offer evening and day 
cruises to the Bahamas from Miami, said a spokesman. 


Costa 


COSTA Cruises, whose casino operations are run by 
Casino Entertainment, has dropped Danae’s 
round-the-world cruise in favour of a South America and 
Antarctica sailing. Beginning in Genoa on December 21, 
the ship visits 39 ports including Peru, Chile, the Falkland 
Islands and Argentina. Fares start at £2,680 for the 
23-night Christmas stage and £9,495 for the 102-day 
voyage. 


Commodore 


COMMODORE Cruise Lines’ two new ships will join 
Crown Monarch as part of the Crown Cruise Lines fleet. 
The first to be delivered will be called Crown Jewel. 
Commodore is to keep a three-ship fleet, Caribe whose 
casino operation is operated by Oceanic Leisure, and the 
Enchanted Isle and Enchanted Seas, both of which are 
operated by Players International. 


Michael Boettcher 


six years for attacking a fellow Chinese with a knife. The 
police must also be aware of other areas where these 
Criminals hold sway over the Chinese communities and 
they must be made to act, before more violence takes 
place. This can be done within the Chinese community 
through constant liaison and visible protection. 

With the imminent influx of tens, if not hundreds of 
thousands of Hong Kong residents into Europe between 
now and 1997 when Britain must hand Hong Kong back to 
China, the benefit to the casino industry will be 
substantial. 

But if they don’t act now, as a group, to address this 
ever growing problem, the benefits they will derive from 
these new players will be eaten up under the ever growing 
power of the Triads. Of course where one casino is 
boycotted, any other casino(s) in the area will benefit, so it 
may not make sense for a competitor to help. But this is 
the short term view. 

For example, where one casino in a town has been 
boycotted by Chinese players through the influence of the 
Triads, so every other casino in turn might themselves 
boycott Chinese players until the matter is resolved. 

Without concerted action, matters can only get worse. 
The time to act is now. 


| 
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JIM WORTMAN (right) is resident director and associate professor of the 
Casino Career Institute (CCl) in Atlantic City. The CCI is part of Atlantic 
Community College, a polytechnic type college in New Jersey. Jim 
Wortman has held various positions in the Atlantic City casinos including 
Casino Administrator at Trump’s Castle. 

He is well versed in all aspects of casino training and works closely with 
the New Jersey Casino Control Commission in matters relating to the 
legislative side of casino operations. 

Although the CCI charges fees for its courses, the state subsidises 
many of those students, especially minorities, who are unable to meet the 
fee requirements. This has gone a substantial way towards introducing 
people into the casino industry who would otherwise not have been able 
to enter it. 

With salaries in the casinos generally higher than in other industries in 
the area, the benefits to those minorities have been both beneficial and 
long term. 

This interview was conducted in June after the International Gaming 
Conference held in Atlantic City which was attended by over 600 


delegates. 


First of all, could you explain the 
history of the Casino Career 
Institute? 


“The Casino Career Institute, a 
branch of Atlantic Community 
College, was founded in 1978 and is 
the first licensed gaming school in 
the nation affiliated with a 
community college and the only 
licensed slot training school in the 
state of New Jersey. 

“CCl operates year-round and 
around the clock. To meet the 
scheduling demands of the casino 
industry, CCI holds its first class at 
4.30 am and ends its school day at 
midnight. 

“The institute offers training for 
blackjack, craps, roulette, baccarat, 
minibaccarat, and red dog dealers 
as well as slot machine technicians, 
Cage cashiers, casino security 
officers, slot attendants, slot booth 
cashiers, pit clerks, casino 
surveillance officers and slot 
department management personnel. 
It is located in a modern 75,000 
square foot facility at 1535 
Bacharach Boulevard, Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. Since our 1978 
opening, we have trained more than 
27,000 persons for employment in 
the casino industry. 

“During the past five years, CCl 
trained nearly 1,000 
JIPA-sponsored students in all of the 
Career programmes it offers. These 
students were sponsored by JIPA 
organisations from seven Southern 
New Jersey counties. 

“The institute has been approved 
by the N. J. Department of Higher 
Education and Veterans 
Administration and is licensed by the 
N. J. Casino Control Commission. 
More than 30 per cent of its 
graduates are minorities and 40 per 
cent are females.” 


In what way do you think a casino 


Taking the 
amble out 


of a career 


dealers school can impact on the 
industry? 


“| believe a casino school with a 
background of educational expertise 
combined with knowledge gleaned 
from the industry can be invaluable 
to the industry. Well trained, 
knowledgeable personnel who are 
professional in their demeanour can 
only be an asset to a casino. The 
passing on of this information using 
educationally sound methods will 
lend an aura of authenticity and 
respectability which casinos in all 
venues desperately need.” 


Do you think that your courses 
have any relevance outside Atlantic 
City? 


“Sound management principles, 
knowledge of the regulations which 
guide a casino, a sound fiscal policy, 
a good system of internal controls, 
ways and means of dealing with 
employees are topics which are 
genuine to the entire casino industry 
and not just the prerogative of 
Atlantic City. Much of what is done in 
the casino industry is subjective: 
Marketing, casino operations, slot 
operations, employee evaluation 
and promotion to name just a few. 
While CCl will customise training 
programmes to the needs of its 


Clients, there is a desire to see 
industry standards set, against 
which operations could be 
measured.” 


As former casino administrator 
with Trump’s Castle how highly do 
you rate management courses for 
casino employees who are 
attempting to move up the corporate 
ladder? 


“Having stumbled through my first 
couple of months on the job, | would 
have favoured courses which would 
have given a greater understanding 
of the industry to be invaluable. Too 
frequently casinos place personnel 
in positions in which they have 
received little or no training. This is 
done for two main reasons: First is 
expediency, | need someone now! 
The second is there is no place or no 
one to provide the training.” 


Isn't it true though that you don’t 
really need to study management 
techniques as long as your gaming 
experience is there? 


“Education alone is not the 
answer. | know people who have 
received advanced degrees in 
management and still are inept as 
managers. Gaming experience 
helps but kicking dealers in the 
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‘THE ONLY RIDE THAT CAN 


STILL MAKE YOU SCREAM 


Take the world’s most blood 
curdling roller coaster. Combine 
it with the latest white-knuckle 
simulator. Throw in the 
adrenalin rush of the most 
challenging video game and the 
buzz of an AWP jackpot. 

You're coming close to what it 
feels like to ride the monster we 
call the amusements and 
attractions business. 


Fight fire with fire. 

To keep on top of this whirling, 
diving beast you need an event 
that is just as powerful. It’s called 
Leisure Industry Week and it’s 
here to help you. 

LIW is seven complete shows 
in one. Every one of the shows 
has direct impact on the 
amusements and attractions 
business. 

Over 400 top leisure suppliers 
from all over the world are 


coming to show you their latest 
profit-makers. From flight 
simulators to major rides and 
water attractions; from coin- 
operated amusements to catering 
equipment, inflatables, design 
skills and even finance. If it can 
help you make more money, it 
will be at LIW. 

Gain vital insights in The 
Leisure Business Conference. Get 
free advice from top 
international leisure consultants 
in the Leisure Clinic. 

If you’re coming from 
overseas, you'll enjoy special 
receptions in the International 
Guest Lounge and free help in 
finding travel and hotel bargains. 


Screaming won’t help. 
Visiting LIW will. 

Call the Free Ticket Hotline or 
send in the coupon and visit 
LIW in style — while saving 


See: Idees Loisirs, Chance Rides, Bell Fruit, Showscan/Intamin, 


Vekoma, Brent Walker, Rediffusion, CPM, Smiling Lion, Reverchon, IE 


Park, Tschu-Tschu, Farmer Studios, ARM and hundreds more! 


money. In addition to a free ticket to 
the show, you'll get free membership 
of the LIW Club. Members can skip 
the entrance queues, relax in the 
Members Lounge and get discounts 
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Free Tickets — Worth £10 
Ticket Hotline: 
(UK) 081-773 3661 
-—- Se Oe rT 

Please send me ____ free 
| tickets to LIW and enrol me in 


I the LIW Club 


on every session in 
the Leisure Business 
Conference. 


C1 I am interested in exhibiting 
Name 

| Company 

| Address 


| _ Postcode 
| Telephone 


Facsimile 
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Casino intelligence 


THE word is that Martin Graham, who left Brent Walker 
last year as Managing Director and subsequently joined 
Cherry Casinos in Poland is now back in the UK. Casinos 
in Poland continue to do well (with one or two exceptions) 
and one of the German owned operations is looking to 
open its third casino under MD Harry Gaber. Other 
people with the same company include Wally Foord who 
was recruited when with ACM in Marrakech, John 
Cornmell who was in Iran in the seventies and, more 
recently Micky Simmonds who spent some time with 
Cherry Casinos in Yugoslavia before accepting the 
position ... No word on the management buy-out of 
Stakis Casinos yet. The support from the City appears 
not to have been as forthcoming as at first predicted... 
With the closing date of September 30 for casino 
submissions in Australia drawing near the main players 


from page 100 


are Conrad Hilton (Jupiters), Harrah’s Casinos Austria 
International and Sheraton. The demand is certainly 
there. Brisbane alone has 10,000 people a day going 
through its casino portals and potential Sydney operators 
are quite rightly chomping on the bit to get into the action 
in spite of a reported £1.7 billion required as an 
investment in the project... Helsinki continues to do well 
under the guiding hand of Peter Thurston and Jorma 
Kumpulainan. The company operating the new casino, 
Raha/Automaattiyhdistys (or Ray/Kasinospelit) is 
reportedly well pleased with its venture to date ... 
Casinos Austria International opened its newest casino 
in Bucharest, Romania at the end of August. The opening 
was delayed due to the insistence of Romanian 
authorities that a CCTV system be installed at the last 
minute. 


Taking the gamble 


ankles because they are losing is 
not a sound management technique. 
Just as an excellent football (soccer) 
player is not necessarily a good 
coach, why do we believe an 
excellent dealer is going to be a first 
class inspector or Pit Boss? Most 
people need coaching or training in 
both.” 


Do you have affiliations with any 
other learning institutions? 


“The Casino Career Institute is a 
part of Atlantic Community College. 
We have working arrangements with 
many universities throughout the 
state of New Jersey and the rest of 
the country.” 


How do you see the development 
of the Casino Career Institute? 


“With expertise gained over the 
past 13 years, | see CCI having a 
very valuable commodity. The 
attrition rate for dealers in Atlantic 


City remains at 15-20 per cent so 
there will be a market for games 
training. Casino management 
education is a brand new field which 
needs to be developed. New 
jurisdictions and venues should not 
have to ‘reinvent the wheel’ so that 
sharing of our expertise should be 
exploited.” 


How important are the regulations 
relating to (a) casino schools and (b) 
those relating to casino operations 
and operators? 


“| believe in strict regulation for 
casino schools. In an ideal world 
everyone will do the right thing and 
give the industry a quality product at 
a fair price. Any regulation which will 
enable the student and the industry 
to achieve this should be considered 
favourably. With regards to the 
casino industry and their operators, | 
favour regulations which are not 
designed to insure a casino’s 


New Bally company 


BALLY Manufacturing Corporation 
is aiming to go public on 30 per cent 
of the company’s gaming machine 
operations. 

A new company named Bally 
Gaming International Inc. would be 
set up covering three million shares 
estimated between $11/$12 per 
share, thereby bringing Bally 
revenues in the region of $36m. 
Bally's debts currently stand at 
around $594m., reduced from $1.1 
billion at the end of 1990 due to sale 
of assets, although its biggest 
proposed assett sell-off, that of two 
casinos in Nevada, has been 
postponed over problems between 
creditors holding first and second 
mortgages. 


Las Vegas is the planned new 
base for Bally Gaming, whose 
machines will include the 
wall-mounted gaming machines 
sold by Bally Wulff in Germany 
and the full range of slots/video 
lottery terminals sold worldwide. 
Wulff has been the strong arm of 
Bally in the past six months. 
Bally Gaming showed pre-tax 
income of $6.5m, net income of 
$2.5m and $78.9m in sales. Gaming 
equipment has shown losses for five 
years, with around 14 per cent of 
sales in recent years being to Bally’s 
Casinos. 

Bally will hold a controlling stake 
in Bally Gaming to be used as 
security on bank loans. 


success in spite of itself: Everyone 
has the right to fail. If a casino 
management or marketing plan or 
debit service is such that the casino 
is going -to fail, the regulatory 
agencies should not take it upon 
themselves to keep that casino from 
going under. The demise of Playboy 
was due to poor management and 
loss of corporate identity, not 
because gaming was weak. If 
Donald Trump fails, it will not be the 
fault of gaming but rather due to 
some poor management decisions 
regarding over acquisition.” 


Two for 
Sydney 


TWO casinos will open in 1994 in 
Sydney, Australia, New South 
Wales premier Nick Greiner has 
stated. His cabinet has agreed one 
up-market casino in the former 
Lands Building in Bridge Street, 
while Darling Harbour is likely to be 
the site of the second casino. 

Draft legislation will be tabled in 
Parliament shortly and will be 
passed early next year. A 
percentage of the casino tax 
revenue will go to a community 
benefit levy to appease local church 
and community groups and the 
government has also established an 
inquiry into the operation of casinos 
to be headed by former chief justice 
Sir Laurence Street. 

Combined revenue for the 
government would be between 
A$40m. and A$100m. a year and an 
independent controlling authority 
would be established to oversee the 
development and operation of the 
casinos. It would have full authority 
over the appointment of the casino 
operators. 
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BALLYS ARISTOCRATS 
SLOT MACHINES REBUILT TO 
"AS NEW" OR "AS_ IS" 


PRICED TOO LOW TO PRINT & 
3 REMANUFACTURED MACHINES TORN DOWN, § 
SUZO INTERNATIONAL (NL) BV 8 CLEANED, REPLATED (IF NEC.) AND REBUILT § 
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GENERAL DISTRIBUTOR EUROPE 


6 6 The magazine is very professional and 
my only fear was that I hoped that this new 
industry entry would stay with us and not 
disappear like some do especially as EuroSlot, 
in my opinion, is of a very high standard, 
newsworthy and the first of the media to give 
us (in the U.S.A.) a good overall position 
of the industry in Europe as a whole. 

I think it is a must for all of us in the 
trade. 99 


JAMES E. GRIFFITHS, VICE PRESIDENT, 
VALLEY RECREATION PRODUCTS, 
AMERICA 


Tes a universal language that 
everyone in the coin machine world 
understands; a truly international 
language that crosses frontiers for 
businessmen everywhere...and that’s 
suCCESS. 

At EuroSlot we talk direct every 
month to the decision-makers behind the 
winners in the amusement industry. 
They understand success, and they tell 
us we’re the magazine that hits the mark 
for the readers who matter: 


66 Keep up the good work. 99 
STEVE MURRAY, | 

DEPUTY MANAGING DIRECTOR, 
MAYGAY MACHINES, ENGLAND 


66 Congratulations on an informative and 
well presented magazine. | wish you every 
success as the magazine fills a much needed 
niche in the trade press and | look forward 


to reading it for many years to come. 9& 
GRAHAM SMITH, PRESIDENT, 
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HYPER DISCO TAIFUN DE LUXE 


THE GAME WITH THE SUPER DISK. 


You live of the pleasure which specially young people 
obtain from games. Offer them the game combining 
the fun you people take in action, excitement and 
sport with the desire of shared amusement: SUPER 
TAIFUN, the fascinating air cushion hockey game! 


AX Stella Electronic Spielgerate GmbH 
TE LL q _ Borsigstr. 26, D-4990 Lubbecke 


INTERNATIONAL _ Phone (5741) 40070, Fax 90175 
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HYPER TAIFUN (249 cmx 126 cm) 


KONAMI 


SENSITIVITY; CREATIVITY 


2» KONAMI 


KONAMI (CONTINENTAL) LIMITED, 
TELEVISION HOUSE, 

269 FIELD END ROAD, 
EASTCOTE, RUISLIP, 

MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND HA4 9LS. 


TEL: (+44) 081-429 2446. FAX: 081-429 2069. 


TELEX: 883978 KONAMI G. 


HIGH TECHNOLOGY 


FOUNDATIONS 
THAT MAKE 
KONAMI NO. 1 


<» KONAMI 


BRANCH OFFICE: 
KONAMI CONTINENTAL, 

BERNER STRASSE 77, 

6000, FRANKFURT 50, 

GERMANY. 

TEL: (+49) 069 507 6168. FAX: 069 507 4945. 
TELEX: 4170450. 


